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DISTRICT OF PEJ^nrSTLVJiNIA, TO UriT,- 

BE IT RBMBMBKRED, That on tihe dii r te c nth d>y of Angust, in the tliirty 
•enntli year of tlie IndepeBdenee of die United States of AaM»e», A.Si. 18U| 

ARTHUR ST. CLAIR, 

-v-,^... f of ibeiaHDiitriet, kaAd^osited n thk OiRfle, tbe Tide (^'aBook, te BmM 
^Hm^ wkereof he claim* as AitUiorin^die Words IbOowinc:,*) wit: ^^ 




*AKa<vadveof d^nannerinwliich die Cankpakn agail 
*dMiisand seven knttliedand ninftjroae^ was CondneMi 
*• Ocneral St. Cbir, togMber wiih hk Obserratiom'on the 

* War and tlM Ousiiter Master Gcneiai, ulativo thereto, and the Reports of the Commki 

* appointed to inquire into the Canses of the Faalore thereof: taken firom the Files of 

* rtwiic of Bqyresemtaihos hi Congress.** 



against the Indians, ia the year one 

" under the Conunand of M^jor 

Statements of the Secretary of 

. .» - .. coiBiBkteea 

the 



An Act for the 
:s, to the Ao- 
And also to the Act. 



m Confbnnity of the Act of the Congress of the United States, intitokd, « Ax 
Bnwwiagu nentof Leaminfc hy'soMrfng die €a|iiBs of Mapi^ Charts, and Booki 

thora and Pro pr fc t ow of sng Copies dtufcg the tiftiftstherehi mentioned.** AndaL , 

cndiM * An Act snpnlenientary to an A«l entitled^ * An Act for the Eneoursgement of Learn, 
iig^ hy seeming the Copfteaof Maps, Charts, ant Booics, to dw Anthers and Prowieton of such 
Ciilei dmfag ^ Thne thetdn mentioii«iL** m4 extendii^^ the Benefiu theseof to the Arts of 
d i fahifc m mimgi Md enliig h MHri ci i and oitheg Pihm ** 

^^^ ,,_• p^ CAM>WBLL, Ckr*yt*elXdr»tir /V ii my l wi g . 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The fojyiowmg pages contahi the 
(listory of a very unfortunate cam- 
^igiif the conducting of which had 
been committed to me; of the success 
<^f which very sanguine expectations 
h^d been formed: and that, by the efr 
%cts of it," peace would be restored to 
l^p :TJpited State?, and safety to the 
inhabitants of. the western country; to 
iifbich,qu^i*ter great numbers of peq- 
pie, inyited by the. mildness of cli- 
ma.te,^nd the fertility of the soil, had 
r.^i%^v^ The yery general acquain- 
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vi IMTROHUCiTKMr. 

tance I had iti Pennsylvania; the ser- 
vices I had rendered to it while a pro- 
vince; the many oMces I had filled 
there, <i^^'Ufe pnh^.^t^fkftm jfl^ 
held in the United States; and above 
all, the confidence which, it was uni- 
versally known, general Washington 
honoured me with through the whole 
ol tkfe revoliitidiiairy weit, Wd the^high 
e$timati€»n in which I stdb^ ivftlt-Jii*^ 
fellow citizens, had contdliu*^'^ 
riaise thO<ie eicpecta^ons to," pci'lwbjpMi 
an unre^^nabl^l^ight, and thod!^a{^ 
pointiricfit was great- in ^'h^o^tiidni Iii 
military affairs^ blame is alnitfst^^i 
ways attached to mldftikun^-iyr frii 
greatest part of thos^ who jAdgi^i^^i^ 
t(ll will judge, have iSo riile tb girf!dfe 
tiiem but tfeeirifentV'dnd^ di^Wlduct'tt 
ever inferred from want- <of^ Mc5d6^*^, 
and the igreatest sha^ *of ^MmJ6t 
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JHfSBOOOCQBiOBl vli 

Ukmfl) acoordmg as the ^ent may be, 
isill'cvf^'^em upon the priacipal offit* 
ol^n^lmt ill this case no mean was ob- 
is^ved. The pitbMc mind was agita- 
ted in an extraordinary manner, and 
|liB)vesati€Hi, naturaUy incident to the 
disHppointment of fond hopes, was in^ 
dieased by .bitter calumnies, gi'oss mis* 
reipresehtaffioEs, 'and vile falsehoods, 
ipreajd abi^bad to every region by 
ou&ans of the publie pmits, and every 
3pcktiib& of misconduct was attributed 
4iG» me.' In this state of things, con< 
sdiQU]s how little I merited the oppro- 
l^i^uin with which it was attempted to 
■O^fwhelm me, and having nothing 
either to palliate or to conceal, I ap- 
plied to the president to institute a 
public investigation into my conduct. 
From a want of officers in service of 
a rfink proper to form the necessary 
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milijtai^ coxvct, thece wias • a> 4ifficiilt^ 
in it; aad^ >W]hile he was di^libeimtU^ 
oh tJie maimer of effecting iti isiaas io 
give entire satisfaction to. the publle, 
the house of representatives in icbjaJ^ 
gress took ' the matter into their cfnoi 
hands, an^ appointed a o'ommitt66> 
composed of Mr. Fitz^n&inohs, 'Mr^ 
Giles, Mr. Clarke,' Mr. 8e3gwick,\S^. 
Steele, Mr. Mercer, : Mr. Viningv^ild 
Mr. Findley^silio< inquire into the ©aui 
ses of the failure of the; ekp6diti»n. 
The Comiriittee enterediiipon theirrdwi 
ty immediaibety, ani$ga\!e notice tO)the 
fsecretat-y of wap and'to lae, to atteiidf. 
At this time^ it might have been StiEffi- 
cient for me to have stated to the com- 
mittee a single factj to.witj 'that when 
I undertook to conduct the expedition, 
the day for opening the campc^gn was, 
by the plan of it, and by ?my iiistruo- 
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tiotij», .fixed tathe first of July in that 
ytat; that it was afterwards, by orders 
from tlie war-office> postponed to tHe 
tenth of that month, and that it was 
$Mft until the tenth of September, that 
the body of the army, ill prepared in 
ev^ry respect to take the field, arrived 
at Fort Washington, the place of ge- 
neral rendezvoiis, by which deilay the 
greatest part of the season, proper for 
operating in that :country, without a 
d^a^le' grain of provender for the hor- 
jsesj^wras lost, indeed almost the whole 
of the seasron.^ But a^iinple acquittal 
froiii. having contributed to the mis? 
fortlniB that ensued, "■ could not hav6 
satisfied, me, I chosjs that the com^ 
nuttee, and through theni the house 
<rfv repi*e0^ntatives and the public, 
^ould-be made acquainted with eve4*y 
eirc»|pastabce relating to it, and should 

2 
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X DfTBOBtlCtlON. 

8e^ that> desperate a« the prospect be- 
fore me was, every possible exertion to 
give to the expedition that sucdess so 
urdmtly desired, andso«cte$dently ex-; 
pe6tedj had been made hf me> aiid 
without charging any person directly! 
Jeave them to infer the catt$a»<<if the 
f£i;ilure from the evidence they .&h(mld 
receive, • v 

After a very minute and laborious 
investigation, and the examinatii]!ni.€^ 
a multitude of ivitnesses, 'ndiioh •acour 
pied them until congress were on the 
point of adjourning, the Report, .which 
immediately succeeds the NarraFtiif;e; 
was unanimously agreed to, and deli- 
vered to the house, was* read there 
and a resolution entered inle^ that, at 
an early day in the succeeding seasioa^ 
it should be taken into coiosid^riiUon. 
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INTBODUCrWOj/. x» 

> 5As sowe jitiri.'of tWt i^^port bore 
hard upon - the sfctreitary of war and 
Mr. Hodgdon, the qmarter master, 
when congees^ met agaiin, the setreta^ 
ry addressed a letter to the speaker, 
together with a memorial of the quar- 
tier master, requesting that they might 
be permitted, respectively, to give ex- 
planations and information, viva voce, 
respecting the causes of the failure of 
the expedition. That letter a^ad me- 
inorial, the speaker laW before thh 
hotfse on the fourteenth, of November, 
one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-two. The house did niit thiiik pro- 
per to comply with the request, but 
passed a resolution in consequence of 
iti recommitting the report, that had 
been nj^e at the former session, to 
^Me^srs. 'Fitzsimmonsj Giles, Steele, 
Cl^»ike, aod Findley, with instructions 
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to ree^pm^im it, and ^^1;(9 receive the 
explanations, &c. of thie secre*ai?y t|f 
war .(^^ Mr. Hodg4pi^ iAixi make v^* 
port to the house upon the, whole. A 
notification was ^€alt to ; me^, then at a 
considerable distance^ a|id th^ eom«, 
^littee would, forthwith on jay itf i^vrI, 
have procec^d to the duty assi^ed 
to them; but the secretary, although 
he had requested to be heard at the 
bar of .the house, tnore thftn a n^%tb,, 
prior to that time, and when^ it 1mm% 
be supposed he was fully prepared,; 
was not ready; nor was it until v^ry 
near the end of the session again,; 
thoug|i repeatedly c$iUed upon by tlxc 
committee, that his e^^nnmBicatiQiiS' 
in writing, and those of the quarter 
master, were given in, and new docui- 
ments and witnesses; eidducead; and^lih 
consequence of this delay, jrery litthi^ , 
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INTRODUCTION. siii 

time was left for me to consider them, 
or for the committee to make their re- 
port. To reply to those voluminous 
communications (the secretary's occu- 
pied» I think, one hundred and thirty- 
five pages, and had been for many 
months upon the anvil) three days only 
were assigned to me; and this, I liope, 
will afford some excuse for the rude 
state in which my observations upon 
them appear. I was obliged to give 
them to the committee just as they fell 
from the pen, without being corrected, 
or even fairly copied; and now, it has 
been thotight improper to vary them 
in any manner from the record. The 
design of those gentlemen, in thus 
protracting the business was, to me, 
evident enough, to wit: to prevent a 
report being made to the house* during 
that session. If that could be effected, 
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xiv INTftODtrCTION. 

there was ail end of the business; Iof, 
as it was the last session of thiat con* 
gfess that could possibly take place, 
if no report was made to it, there 
would be nothing for the new congress 
to act upon, and it would be laid to 
sleep for ever: for there was no pro*- 
bability that the new congress would 
direct the inquiry to be begun again; 
indeed it would have been impracti- 
cable; still, if they would engage in 
it, they must have taken it up de novo, 
which it was morally certain they 
woXild not attempt. 

i 

Those reports of the committees 
will be found in their order in the se- 
quel; and, as they were published at 
the time they were made, it might 
have been expected that they would 
have been as satisfactory to the .public 
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INTRODUCTIGW, xv 

as thiey were gratifying to me, and it 
may, therefore, excite some surprise 
that now, after a lapse of more than 
twenty years, when the event itself, 
disastrous as it was, is almost forgot- 
ten> the proceedings had upon it at 
the time should be obtruded. Had it 
been indeed forgotten, or had the ca- 
lumnies then so zealously propagated 
been laid to sleep, the remembrance 
of them would not have been awa- 
kened by me; but, when I found them 
revived by certain members of the na- 
tional legislature on the floor of con- 
gress, and brought forward with the 
evident design of preventing the pay- 
ment of a debt, solemnly acknowled- 
ged to be not only justly but meritori- 
ously due, by no less than four diffe- 
rent committees at different times; al- 
though they had |io bearing uj)6n or 
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connexion with that subject/ it was a 
pcoof .that they were not only not for- 
gotten, but that they were remembered 
and believed, and it appeared high 
time to attempt to cure their prejudi- 
ces, if truth could cure them, and'that 
they would take the trouble to peruse 
their own recordis when presented to 
th<»n; and to that end I respectfully 
requested the house to order the pa- 
pers, respiBCting th^ causes of the fail- 
ure of the expedition*, to be printed, 
that the members, if they would re- 
vert to that subject, might do it with 
some understanding. Ihe house did 
not think proper to comply with the 
request and I am now obliged to do 
it myself, as Well for that object as for 
general information, and in vindica- 
tion of niy own reputation, in which, 
if the public have no interest, now that 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. xvii 

I aca past service, my children have a 
great one; as, after a long life, I am 
bold to say, zealously and usefully 
spent in public service, and the sacri- 
fice of a very liberal fortune, it is all 
the inheritance they are likely to de- 
rive from me; and even that, those 
persons, it would seem, are unwilling 
should descend to them. It is impos- 
sible for me to suppress the sentiment 
that, the revival and republication of 
calupanies long refuted, especially when 
the refutation is in the possession or 
power of the parties, can only proceed 
jfrom an equal if not greater degree of 
malignity and depravity of heart, than 
that of the original inventors; with 
them, personal motives might have 
existed to spur them on, while the 
others can have no motive but sheer . 
nmalice. It is, however, some conso- 

4 
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xriii DiTRQUUCTTON. 

lation, that the evil report (A a Var- 
num, (of his coadjutor. Root, I speak 
not; he is below contempt) of an Al- 
ston, and of a Shaw, and some others, 
can do injury to no person any where 
but on the floor of congress; and it 
was a great satisfaction to see with 
what indignation, and even abhor- 
rence, their observations were received 
by the house, and finally checked by 
the candid interposition of the present 
speaker, Mr. Clay. 

Arthur St. Clair. 

Copies of some of the many letters 
to and from the secretary of war, the 
quarter master, and the contractor's 
agentS; tending to elucidate the sub- 
ject, and the examination of some of 
the witnesses, taken from the minutes 
of the committee, are added: to have 
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INTRODUCTION. xix 

transcribed them all would have swel- 
led the volume to an immoderate size; 
and as the whole of them agree in the 
main circumstances, those, it is hoped, 
will be thought sufficient. 

Having mentioned above the reports 
of sundry committees on a claim for 
reimbursement of a sum of money, ad- 
vanced by me to begin the raising of 
the permanent army, during the revo- 
lutionary war, I have thought it would 
not be improper to subjoin the report 
of the committee of claims on that sub- 
ject, made on the twenty-third of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, and the report of a select commit- 
tee, on the twenty -fourth of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and ele- 
ven. 
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A NARRATIVE. 



On the fourth day of March, 1791, 1 was appoint* 
ed major general in the armies of the United States, 
and invested with the chief command of the troops to 
be employed against the hostile Indians. My instruc- 
tions, which contain the plan and objects of the cam- 
paign, are in the hands of the committee, and bear date 
the 25th of March, Before I enter into any account of 
the general operations, it will be proper to advert, for a 
moment, to the expedition directed to be carried from 
Kentucky into the Indian country by general Scott. 
Although the orders for that expedition are prior to 
those for the general operations, yet they are to be con- 
sidered as connected together; and though the time 
fixed for the first to take place, was the tenth of May, 
it was, nevertheless, subjected to be delayed to a later 
period, by the general commanding the troops, and by 
him only; (see the sixth condition of general Scott V in- 
structions.) After those orders had been despatched to 
general Scott, it was thought proper to make a trial to. 
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2 r A NARRATIVE. , 

induce the Indians to peace, by the intervention of the 
friendly Senecas; and, accordingly, on the eleventh of 
Mafch, colonel Proctor was charged with a message to 
them, and directed to repair to the Complanters' town, 
and to take with him from thence, some persons of in- 
fluence, to the Miami towns. It was evident, that from 
the eleventh of March to tlie tenth of May, a short 
time intervened for colonel Proctor to go from this city, 
(which he did not leave for some days afterwards) to 
the Senecas, and from thence to the Miami villages, and 
do business at both places, which, according to the In- 
dian forms, is always attended with delay, and to return 
to Fort Washington. It therefore became necessary, 
that the Expedition froni Kentucky should be postpon- 
ed; and, as no persoh had the power of dcnng so but 
me, it became necessary likewise that I should proceed 
to that country without loss of time. It m[ay be ob- 
served, that the expedition might have been put off to 
an after time by orders from the war-office; or that 
powers might have been granted to some other person, 
for the purpose: either might have been done no 
doubt; but it was further considered as importailt, 
that I should be in that country at as early a period as 
possible; not on acciount of the expedition only, but 
that I might be at hand to observe the motions of the 
Indians; that if any opportunity offisred, means might 
be taken to induce them to peace; that I might re- 
ceive colonel Proctor's communications: and that I 
might have an opportunity of being known to, and 
conciliating the people of Kentucky; for it was expect- 
ed that some reliance must be placed upon the assist- 
ance to be derived from that country, for the main ex- 
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A NARRAtlVE. 3 

pedition; and it was judged proper that general Butler, 
who w^s aj^ointed second in command, should remain 
in this state, to superintend the recruiting service, and 
forward the troops as they were raised. Accordingly 
I set out from this city on. the twenty-eighth of March, 
and on the road, on the thirtieth, was seized with the 
gout. This was, for myself, an unfortunate circtim- 
stance. But, seeing the honour of the government, in 
some measure committed by the interference that might 
happen between general Scott's expedition and colonel 
Proctor's mission, I determined to persevere at all ha- 
zards: and, though with a degree of pain and difficulty 
that cannot well be imagined by those who have never 
felt the tortures of that disease, arrived at Lexington 
in proper time. (See my letters to tlie secretary of war, 
of 26th of May, 1791.) General Scott's expedition was 
-delayed until the twenty-fourth of May, which gave a 
fortnight more for colonel Proctor to arrive in. No ac* 
count of him being received, and no indications of a pa? 
cific disposition appearing in the Indians, he was left at 
liberty to proceed at that time. Express orders, how- 
ever, for that purpose, did not leave the war-office until 
the ninth of July, and it would seem to have been ex- 
pected there, that he would have been detained until the 
arrival of those orders; which would have brought it 
to some time in August.* But general Scott's troops, 
being volunteers, and engaged to move by the tenth of 
May, could not be delayed much beyond the time they 
had looked forward to, and were prepared for; they would 
have dispersed, and could not have been collected 
again ; such at least was the opinion of general Scott, 

♦ Sec Note 1, in the Appendix. 
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4 A NARRATIVE^ 

and his information to me; and for the confirmation of 
it» I appeal to the honourable Mn Brown, who went 
with him, on that expedition, as a vcdunteer: and it is 
to he observed, that from the tenor of the instructions, 
I had no reason to expect farther or^^rs on that head. 
After liaving settled every thing with generai Scott, 
and having spent some little tinie in Kentucky, for the 
purpose of becoming acquainted with the leading cha. 
racters, and establishing some confidence between them 
and me, (which I flatter myself I did not altogether 
fail in,) and the gout having left me, I set out for Fort 
Washington, where I arrived on the fifteenth day of 
May, 1791. 

It will now be proper to take up the plan <tf the 
campaign, and the instructions I received for canying 
k into execution, tpgether with the means which were 
put in my power. And. if it should appear, (which, I 
hope, will, as clearly as any thing in nature can be 
made to appear) that, in eveiy point they were fulfilled 
with the most perfect exactness; that the means were 
inadequate, and brought forward too late; the misfor- 
tune that befel us will not be laid to my charge: and 
if it does appear, that every thing was dcffie, which 
could be done, to insure a happier Issue^ the commit- 
tee will think a better fortune was really merited. It 
may, however, be observed, that the insufficiency of the 
means, and their being . brought forward too late, 
must have been known, and the expedition should 
have been laid aside. But when it is considered, that 
this is a circumstance, rather reasoned to from after 
events, than known before hand:— th^ the body of the 
troops were raised for six month? only: — that the pub^ 
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tic expectations were up in an extraordinary degree: 
and that the secretary of war had written in the name 
of the presiden^9 in the most positive terms, to press 
forward the operations; it Will be evident that no offi- 
cer could have taken upon himself to decline it. So 
cariy as the twenty*first of July, before any of the 
troops had arrived at Fort Washin^on, he says, " The 
president is greatly anxious th^t the campaign be dis- 
tinguished by decisive measures.'' On the fourth of 
August he again says, " The president still continues 
anxious that you should^ at the earliest moment, com- 
mence your operations." This is repeatol on the ele- 
venth, and on djie eighteenth he observes, " The pre- 
sident is persuaded you will brace to exertion every 
nerve under your command." And pn the first of 
September, after again repeating the great anxiety the 
president feels, he says, " He therefcM-e enjoins you, by 
every principle that is sacred, to stimulate your opera- 
tions in the highest degree, and to move as rapidly as 
the lateness of the season, and the nature of the case will 
possibly admit." A bare inspection of those extracts 
would induce a belief, ttet the army had been formed 
long before, and that some delays had happened on my 
part, that could not be accounted for: whereas the 
case really is, that the troops were not arrived at Fort 
Washington when the last letter was written; that their 
not being assembled sooner was no fault of mine, for 
I had repeatedly written to general Butler, in the ihost 
pressing manner, on this subject; that, from local cir- 
cumstances, though the troops on the upper part of 
tlie Ohio were subject to my orders, they were not 
within my reach, and they had been disposed of by ge- 
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neral Butler, in a manner and for purposes I was unac- 
quainted with* 

I will now take up the particular points of the in- 
structionsy that the committee may have a distinct view 
of the manner in which tjiey were executed; the pre- 
paratory measures for the campaign that fell upon me, 
and the means I had to effect them. I will examine 
the orders of march, encampment and battle, to- 
gether with the movements of the army, and its opera- 
tions, to the field of battle. I will then proceed to 
the matters that have been suggested, as causes of the 
misfortune, arising from me; and apply the testimony 
which has been adduced. These are the detaching the 
first regiment; the want of harmony among the superi- 
or officers; my not consulting them upon the move- 
ments of the army; the deficient arrangements for the 
transportation of the provisions and baggage; the want 
of due care of the cavalry. horses; my own conduct 
in the action personally; the non payment of the troops;* 
and the manner of discharging the levies. 

The expedition, to be conducted by general Scott, 
being the first article which presents itself, I must re- 
turn to it; and that it was calculated for an early period, 
appears from the instructions, (page four) where it is 
said, "It is, however, important to be remembered, 
that all persons employed on this account, (viz. colonel 
Proctor's mission,) must, if practicable, return to Fort 
Wasliington, on or before the fifth day of May next, 
for the reasons which will hereafter appear.'* One of 
these reasons was, the expedition's being calculated for 
the tenth of May, (see page ten of the instructions) 
"and that all messengers and others, who might have 
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been sent to the Indians, should be back five days be- 
fore he moved/' The little probability there was, 
that colonel Proctor would arrive by the tenth of May, 
rendered^it necessary to suspend general Scott's march, 
and accordingly I did suspend it until the twenty- 
fourth of May, (see my letter to the secretary of the 
twenty-sixth of May.) 

It may be remarked here, that the expedition was 
considered as important for the reasons detailed in 
page six of the instructions, and that I was empower- 
ed to order a second and third, if the first should pro- 
duce no considerable eflfect, (see page eight) and either 
connect them with the nniain operations, or direct them 
to particular objects, in a desultory maimer. It was 
contemplated, that the regulars and levies might be 
recruited, and rendezvous at Fort Washington by 
the tenth of July. They w€re not, however, arri- 
ved, when a second expedition fi'om Kentucky was 
proposed, and the spirits of the people being up, from 
the success that attended the former, and though no 
decisive consequences had followed fi'om it, and it 
was impossible to connect it with the main operations, 
yet, as they were very pressing to undertake it, I did 
not think it proper to let their ardor cool, and I was in 
hopes to be able to march before the effect of it would 
be evaporated, and probably before it reached the des- 
tined object. It was accordingly authorized, agreeably 
to the form prescribed, and departed fi-om Fort Wash- 
ington on the third day of August, under the . com- 
mand of general Wilkinson, with the instructions from 
me, which are before the committee. But the army was 
not formed till long after the return of general Wilkin- 
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scMi, and I was thereby disappcnnted ctf the us e that 
might have been made of this expedition, as a collate'* 
•ral movement. I had still the power to wder a tlurd 
expedition fix>m Kentucky, and direct it independent- 
ly to some particular object, or connect it with the 
army; but it was not done in either way, for various 
reasons: there was no object to which it could be di- 
rected independently, but was either of too great mag- 
nitude or too trifling; (see my letter to general Scott, 
and, to the secretary of war on that subject, fourth of 
September, 17910 It was then known that the force 
for the campaign would fall considerably shatt of what 
had beeh thought necessary, and that it must be made 
up from Kentucky. That was to be done in one of 
two ways; either by calling out a corps of mounted 
vdunteers, and annexing them to the army; or by a 
draught from the militia. But volunteers would not 
submit either to the discipline of an army, or to the 
slow movements which one that had a road to cut 
every step it advanced, and forts to build, was necei^- 
rily subjected to; neither would they labour; they there- 
fore could not be annexed to the army; neither had there 
been an object, could a third desultwy expedition have 
been attempted, without frustrating the expectation of 
supplying the deficiency of numbers for the main ex- 
pedition by draughted militia. It was certain that 
when mounted men were to receive two thirds of a 
dollar per day, to be under the command of their own 
officers, and to do pretty much as they pleased, and 
footmen were to receive but three dolWs a month, and 
be subject to military law; that, could the militia law 
have been enforced with rigour, it would have been with 
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great difficulty the drejught could have been made; 
but the militia law could scarce be, enforced at all (see 
my letter to the secretary of war of September the 
fourth) the mounted corps and the.militia draught were 
absolutely incompatible; and as one of them must be 
relinquished, I chose to relinquish the mounted corps 
as being less efficient and attended with enormous ex- \ 
pense. ' 

The next point is the raising the levies, the plan for 
which is annexed to my instructions, but the manage- 
ment of it was necessarily confined to general Buder, 
as I was obliged to go to Kentucky for the reasons 
that have already been detailed* The intention was, 
that they should be marched to Pittsburgh, by com* 
panics as they were raised, there to receive my or* 
ders, (seei page five of instructions.) But what orders 
could they receive from me from Kentucky. All I 
could do, was to l^ve general directions for general 
Butler to send them forward as they arrived, without 
loss of time, and that this was done, (see my letter to 
the secretary of war of . . • . . . and my 
opinion was, that a single company could descend the 
Ohio in as gr^at safety as ten thousand, and when I 
went down myself, I took but t^n men* Orders were 
j^epeatedly kpnt to him afterwards, to forward. the troops, 
but without effect. Some dispositions made of them 
for the defensive protection of the frontiers, of which 
I was never informed, I suppose prevented it. 

When I assumed the command of Fort Washing- 
ton, thd present fit for duty, amounted to eighty-five pri- 
vate^, as appears fr^m the returns. The distant garrisons 
of Fort H^rmar, Fort Steuben, and Fort Knox, were to 
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form a part of the army. Orders were giveji to ma^ 
* jor 2*eigler as I descended the^iver, to join me at Fort 
Washington by the fifteenth of July, with the troops 
lender his command, excepting a sergeant mid twelve 
men which were to remain at Fort Harmar; and im- 
mediately on my arrival at Fort Washington, orders of 
the like nature were despatchedto captain Ashton at Fort 
Steuben, and to major Hamtramck at Fort Knox: 
those orders were punctually obeyed, and on the i . 
day of . . . . . I had all of the first regUnent 
together that I could expect, amounting to four hun- 
dred and twenty-seven rank and file; but none of the 
new pised trqopSj neither those for the old regiment, or 
the levies, excepting captain Armstrong's company 
from Philadelphia, aqd captain Mo^ntfort's from North 
Carolina. With the troops from Fojrt Steuben came 
^ number of Indian prisoners, that had been tak^il by 
general Scott; those I was obliged to lodge in the bar- 
racks of the fort; but, as that was very inconvenient, 
an^w ravilin was ordered to be added to it, and houses 
to be erected for their accommodation, within it. 
The carriages of the guns which had been used in 
general Harpiar's expedition were found' to be unfit 
for service, and of course, new carriages were to be 
made. Those works required a great number of fa- 
tigue men and artificers, but there vv^as no corps of ar- 
tificers in existence: draughts therefore had to be made, 
from the ccnps pf all that were to be found of that de- 
scription, and they were required in a variety of branch- 
es, such as smiths, carpenters, harness makers, colliers, 
wheelrights, &c, and as the troops from the distant 
parts, as well as the prison of Fort Washington, were 
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ijl provided with camp equipage, every thing of that 
kind that could be made at the place was set about; 
this, with the ordinary duties and occasional parties of 
observation, rendered the service excessively liard; 
but it was relieved by the arrival of m^jor Gaither with 
a detachment on the twenty-eighth of July. On the 
twentieth of June, major Ferguson arrived with a quan- 
tity of military stores, and it was then known, that nearly 
the whole ammunition for the campaign was to be made 
up; and a laboratory had now to be prepared; and one, 
convenient enough for iiiakingthe musket-cartridges in, 
was soon got in order; but there was no place to fill tiie 
shells in but one of the block houses which was occu- 
pied as a store-house, where also all the artillery car- 
tridges had to be filled, as well as the shells for the 
howitzers; for loose powder could not be trusted in a 
barrack room, with fires on all sides of it; and it was a 
very hampered and far from a safe situation. Any per- 
son acquainted with the fixing of ammunition, ktiows 
that it is a very tedious as well as laborious business; and 
that in places where there is no want of roon^, or 
other conveniences, accidents very frequently happen, 
and the laboratory blows up. But it was not ammuni- 
tion for the campaign only that was wanted, but a 
stock likewise for the projected post at the Miami, 
which was to be garrisoned by twelve or fourteen hun- 
dred men (see the instructions, page fourteen,) for the 
winter at least; and for the intermediate posts. It was 
discovered also, that the carriages of the guns that 
came from Philadelphia, were unfit for service, and that 
those pieces must be new mounted. This occasioned 
more labour, and of course a greater number of work- 
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men, for not only 3hops to work in was to he built, 
but tools to work with tp be ina^. An armoury 
likewise was to be constructed, for the repairing of thie 
arms; and it would h^ve been altogether im'possib^e to 
have got forward at all, had there not been a consider- 
able number of artificers among the troops that arrived 
with major Gaither. Heavy >4raughts had of course 
to be made from them, which wds submitted to with 
some reluctance; and that is pot to be wondered at. 
The officer dishkes to have his men taken away from 
him, and it is hut too often the case, that dislike to la- 
bour is the principal inducemtent to men's listing as sol- 
diers, which, when there is occasion to employ them as - 
artificers, . alWiys occasions discontent. The arms of 
the d^tachm^nt wei^ in bad order also, and had near- 
ly all to be repaired: and so fast did tiiie work of that 
kind increase upon our hands, that, at one time, it ap- 
peared as if it would never be got . thfpughj nor in- 
deed would it, biit for the indefatigable industry of 
major Ferguson, who undertook to superintend the ar- 
tificers, as well as the laboratory. Nor was the laboyr 
confined to the military branch; it was of necessity eic- 
tended to the quarter tnastey's also; the proviskins 
in which w^re now knQwn to be very deficient. A 
great number of axes, c;ampkettles, canteens* knap*^ 
sacks, kegs for the musket cartridges, and spare can- 
non ball, and box^s for the fixed amtnunition, had to be 
made; and cordage of various kinds,^ and the carUridge 
boxes to be repaired. Splints also for the wounded 
were to be made of half-jacked leather, prepiared on the 
spot, those that had been sent from Philadelphia being 
useless. In short, almost every art was going for\yard, 
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and Fort Washington had as much the appeamnce of 
a large manufacfoty on the inside^ as it had of a mili- 
tary post on the outside* Bells also for the horses were 
to be made, for the cavalry had been spnt on without 
them, but a sufficient number were never completed, 
the materials having run out. Th^ cattle for the cam- 
pai^i which was expected to have begun about this' 
time, were also poured upon us; and of course requi- 
red considerable guards. From this view the commit- 
tee will be sensible of the prep^atory measures that 
fell to my shar^ to attend to, and the little means I had to 
effect them; they were, notwithstanding, got into con- 
siderable fbrwardnesis, and it was becoijie necessary to 
t^e anew position for the support of the cattle and 
horses; the country near Fort Washingtpn being en- 
tirely eaten out; and on the seventh of August, all the 
troops, except the artificers and a small garrison for the 
fort, moved to Ludlow's station about six miles distant, 
it may perhaps be said, that a detachment, wrhich 
could have received their provisions at the fort, would 
have answered the purpose of protecting the cattle and 
horses, and the s^dditional priqe of the ration, at that 
station, been saved by the public; and such seemed to 
have bcw the opinion of $pme gentleman of the com- 
mittee^ But it must have arisen from theiri not being 
fnlly acquainted with the circumstances, or that they 
had been misrepresente4 to them. All the troops J 
could take the field with were not more than sufficient 
tp put the catde and hwses in safety; and, besides the 
real injury that would h^ve followed frpm a number of 
them b^ing either killed or driven off by the Indians, 
in con^cquenqe of their being trusted to a weak guard; 
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the disgrace that would have attended su^h a circtira- 
stance, was a risk no prudent officer would expose 
himself to. But it was necessary in other points of 
view; The troops were totally ignorant of field-duty; 
and drunkenness, which it was inipossible to check 
while they remaided in the neighbourhood of the vil- 
lage which surrounded Fort Washington, prevailed iii 
a most extx^iordinary degree. Colonel Darke arrived 
on the tw^ty-ninth of August, and as there was' now a 
probability that the army would be soon assembled, the 
troops at Ludlow's station were ordered to be led by 
him to the Great Miami, to a place that had been before 
reconnoitred, and Where the first post of communication 
was to be established, and I set out for Kentucky, to 
obtain the necessary reinforcement from thence, to 
which I knew^here were some obstacles, and which 
are detailed in a letter to the secretary of war, on th^ 
fourth of September.* Having removed them, and, 
as I thought, overcome all the difficulties, I returned to 
Fort Washington on the . . . . and found that 
generstl Butler, colonel Gibson, and the quarter master 
had arrived in my absence, with the remainder of the 
troops. Those were immediately marched to the Mi- 
amii and a fort was laid out to cover the passage of the 
river, and to serve as a place of deposite for provisions, 
and form the first link in the chain of communication 
between Fort Washington and the object of the cam- 
paign. It is a stockade work of fifty yards square, 
withibur good bastions, and platforms for cannon in 
two of them, with barracks for about a hundred men, 
with some storehouses, &c. General Butler, colonels 
Gibson and Dv^^ were ordered to form a court at Fort 

• Note 2. See Appendix. 
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Washington, to inquire into the conduct of general 
Harmar, agreeably to the secretary of war's letter of 
the twenty-third of June; and dur'mg the session of that 
court, I was pccasionally at the camp, to hasten the exe- 
cution of the fort, and at Fort Washington to forward 
the jM-eparations of Ae campaign. The inquiry bemg 
over, general Butler joined the army op the . . • 
day of Scpten^ber; and on the thirtieth, the fort being 
nearly completed, so far, at least, as to be in a condition 
to receive a garrison, two piepes of artillery were placed 
in it, and it was name^ Fort Hamilton; and part of the 
militia being airived from Kentucky, I gave, in orders, 
the manner in which the army was t6 march, to encamp, 
and to fcotn in order of battle, in various circumstances, 
and left general Butler to put it in motion, being obliged 
to return to Fort Washington to organize the militia, 
with whom, a number of officers out of all proportion 
to the privates, had come forward; which he did on the 
fourth of Octpbex. A pian of those various orders has 
been laid before the committee by the secretary of 
wai5 but, though to military ttien they will speak for 
themselves, it may not be improper that I should ex- 
plain them a litde and shew that they were not adopted 
without mature reflection, and consideration of proba- 
ble contingencies. 

Every person the least acquainted with tactics, 
knows that it is necessary there should be a certain 
disposition of the troops established. It is perfectly 
immaterial, whether one or more lines are contemplated: 
in either case it is the foundation of every order of 
march. An order of march is comparatively good, in 
proportion to the ea§e and celerity with which it can be 
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chanjged into a propefordef of bfettle; and that order <if 
march is positively good, which can, in all cases, be 
most easily converted into that otdct. But the cases 
that can happen to an alrmy advancing with a view 6f 
acting offensively, but subject to be itself attacked. 
Which require the order of march to be speedily chaii- 
ged into an order of battle, are cither when the attack 
is to be made in the fr^nt or by the flanks; and 
defensively, when the attack is to be sustained in 
front or rear, or on the flanks. Suppose that the ene- 
my are iound posted in such a mannet as to favour an 
attack in front, as it regards the line of march: a bare 
inspection of the plan will shew with how much ease 
and expedition the order of die battle can be formed, 
(he original disposition being supposed in two lines. 
Two pieces of artillery ate fduhd at the head of each^ 
column of the line df march,* a little advanced of the 
ground on which the tfoops are tb form in order of 
battle, the fire of which will prdtecit them, while that 
is performing; atld the moment it is done, the pieces 
move to their post in the centre of the front lihe, froni 
which they are distant the Icngdi 6f half a battalion 
only. The second line is fbrnled at the same time, 
and nearly in the saine manner, and every kind of atm, 
the infantry, the cavalry, the artillery, and the rifle iHen, 
are found in theii^ proper places, without any counter- 
marching, which always takes time, and is frequently 
attended with much confusion. Should it be necessa- 
ry to extend the front line, so aS to outflank the ene* 
my, it is done by niovirig one of the battalions of the 
second line to either flailk, as occasion may require; 
and by the same simple movement, the whole may be 
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formed into one line, if circumstances should demand 
it^ If the enemy are found on either flank, with re- 
pect to the line of march^ the order of battle is formed 
at once, by the single motion of facing the battalions. 
The lines are separated from each other about the 
proper distance^ jmd every kind of arm is again found 
in its proper place« Do circumstances require an ex- 
tension of the front line^ or that the whole should be 
found in one line? it is performed' as before. Is the 
army to act defensively and sustain the attack of 
the enemy? as the attack must be made in one or the 
other of the ways before mentioned, the order applies 
equally to the defensive. Should the army be attack- 
ed on both, lines, at the same time, it is prepared for 
defence as well as an army can be under such circum- 
stances, by only facing one of the lines outwards; and 
still every arm is in its proper place: but this is a case 
that rarely happens, and never can happen but when the 
enemy is grejidy superior. I believe it will not be 
easy fc^* the ablest tacticism to devise an order of 
march, from which an order of battle can be deduced, 
susceptible of being applied in so many different cases, 
with greater ease, regularity, and despatch; and there- 
fore, without fear of being contradicted, 1 venture to 
say that it is positively good* 

The original. order of encampment was founded on 
a presumption that in the area surrounded by the 
troops, fi)od enough could be found for the horses for 
one night; and had the ariny marched earlier, possibly 
it might have been the case, and they would ha,ve been 
safe from straying, or being carried off by straggling 
Ii^ians, which no vigilance whatever can altogether 
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prevent. It did not answer that expectation; the order 
of encampment was therefore changed, and the army 
ordered to encamp in two lines. Thiis I think will be 
sufficiently explanatory, and, I hope, satisfactory. 

On the thirteenth of October, being advanced fcwrty- 
four miles from Fort Hamilton, and a proper place pre- 
senting itself for another post, the army halted, and en- 
camped in two lines, the artillery ahd cavalry being 
divided upon the flanks, and the rifle men without 
them, at right angles, as in the figure below. 
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The outlines of a fort thirty-five yards square^ with 
four good bastions, were traced as soon as possible, 
and the work was set about with vigour; and by the 
twenty.fourth it was in such forwardness, the houses 
being all covered, the platforms laid in the bastions, 
and fraising of those begun, that it was thought it 
might be completed by the troops which would be left 
in gairison. A detachment was accordingly made for 
the purpose; two pieces of artillery were placed in it, 
and it was named Fort Jefferson. It is constructed of 
large .timber laid horizontally, the curtains of the work 
forming the outer walls of the barracks. The army 
took up the line of march, advanced six miles, and 
made another halt, to wait the arrival of provisions; 
and this change of ground was of absolute necessity, 
the food for cattie and horses being entirely eaten out 
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round Fort Jeflferson. It was while the army were 
constructing that place, that the desertion of the militia 
happened, which will be taken notice of hereafter. It 
would have been very proper that there should have 
been an intermediate post between Fort Hamilton and 
Fort Jefferson, but the lateness of the season forbad its 
being attempted. 

From this detail, it will be seen that every article in 
the original instructicms was fulfilled, as far as was prac- 
ticable to fulfill them. But I beg leave to recapitulate 
them, and to specify the additional instructions contained 
in the letters of the secretary of war, at different times. 
They are;— That general Scott's expedition should 
move in order to ease the frontiers, by the tenth of 
May, if not delayed by me. But it was delayed by 
me, to give colonel Proctor more time, an4 took place 
on the twenty-fourth of that month. That a second 
expedition, with the same view, should be undertaken 
if I thought it advisable, and to favour the main ope- 
ration, which was also made: but from circumstances 
not dependent on me, it could not have effect, as to the 
last object. 

That I had power to order a third expedition; which 
was not done for the reasons before assigned, and men-r 
tioned in my letter to the secretary <rf September the 
fourth (see also my letter to general Scott.) 

That one great object of the campaign was the, es- 
tablishment of a post at the Miami village. 

That intermediate posts between Fort Washington 
and that place were to be erected (see page twelve of 
the instructions,) which was done, as far as was prac- 
ticable, by erecting Fort Hamilton and Fort Jefferson, 
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That Ae estaWishraent of the post at the Miami 
yfllage was to take place af all events, (page twelve and 
thirteen) a battle was dierefore to be hazarded for it. 

That the discipline of the army was committed to 
me, (page twenty-two) and for the pains taken to es- 
tablish it, consult the orderiy book; which, I am sorry 
to say^ may be truly called a book of pains and penal* 

ties. 

That the recruits were to be marched to Pittsburg 

by companies; there to receive my orders; but I could 

give no orders in the case, except a genfsral direction 

to general Buder, to forward them as they arrived; 

which was done by me^ but not attended to by him. 

Those orders were repeated at different times, and the 

pressing necessity diat the troops should be assembled, 

set fprdi. 

That I had reason to expect the troops would be 
collected by the tenth of July at Fort Washington 
(page six of the instructions.) 

That a superiority in liumber over the Indians was 
taken for granted (page thirteen smd fourteen) as was 
also the discipline pf the troops. They were totally 
without discipline, the greatest part of even the stand- 
ipg regiments being recruits. 

That I was to conciliate the people of tlie flron- 
tiers, and the district of Kentucky. How far I sucr 
peeded in that respect I appeal to the honpurable Mr. 
Prown. ' 

That Mr, Hodgdon, the quarter master, was to be 
under my ordprs, (page twenty -five) but that he did 
not think proper to obey them, (see my letter to the 
Secretary of September fourth.) An^here I \youldob. 
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serve, that I would have brought him to a court-mar- 
tial the moment he set his foot on shore at Fort 
Washington, if I had had a proper person to put in his 
place: but considering that I had not a proper p^^on; 
that his business was then nearly done to his hands; 
and that if any thing went wrong in that department, 
k might be ascribed to the displacing of him, he was 
suffered to continue. 

That the provisions were to be transported at the 
expense of, and by the means provided by the contrac 
tors (see instructions, page twenty-five) but the means 
were not provided by them. I had to provide them 
myself, and to pledge the public for the* expense (see 
my letter of August twenty-ninth to the secretary of 
war.) 

That the objects of the quartermaster's department 
were defined; (page twenty-five) money was put into 
his hands for those objects, (see letter of June ninth) 
and a part of it was to be applied for the payment of 
the bounties to the levies: (see page twenty-three) 
but a part of it was applied by me for the relief of the 
levy. officers, by giving them one month's pay; for 
which I had no orders. I could not well have given 
them more, if there had been money, because I knew 
nothing of the state of their accounts with the public, 
nor what advances had been made to them, either as 
pay or for recruiting, nor whether their recruiting ac- 
counts were closed. 

That the levies and militia were to be mustered on 
their arrival; for which see the muster-rolls. 

The secretary's letters of the twenty-first and twenty- 
ninth of March are about the injury done to the Cohit 
^nter, as he was returning home, and directing mea- 
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sures for obtaining redress to be taken: proper mea- 
sures to obtain redress for him had been taken bef(H^ 
those letters reached me, (see my letters to the secre- 
tary of the nineteenth and twenty -fifth of April,) 

The orders in that of the seventh of April were 
complied with, in the manner detailed in mine of the 
twenty-sixth of May, Also those of the nineteeDth, 
(see mine of the first of June.) 

The letter of the twentieth of April directs me to 
make such use of the levies, marching at that time 
to Pittsburg, as that the militia may be dismissed. 
But I was in Kentucky, and therefore could do no- 
thing in it. Two months, at leasts from the date of the 
letter, must have ektpsed, before orders from me^ could 
have reached them. 

The letter of the fifth of May is on the same sub- 
ject. 

That of the twelfth advises, among other thin^, 
that it will be the beginning of August before the 
troops can be assembled at Fort Washington. 

It was expected c^n the first of May, that colonel Prpc- 
tor had gone forward to the Miami villages, under a 
strong escort of friendly Indians. 

On the twenty-sixth of May, deficiencies were ap- 
prehended by the secretary in the regular troops, but 
not of the levies, excepting one battalion. 

That of the third of June informs me of colonel 
Proctor^s return to Philadelphia, and directs general 
Scott to be let loose; but Scott's expedition had been 
ordered for the tenth of May, but had been delayed on 
account of colonel Proctor, until the twenty-fourth on- 
ly; for I had no reason to expect farther orders about 
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it. Deficiencies in the number of troops for the cam- 
paign, then likely to happen, and general Butler tm* 
powered to ndse a battalion to supply them. 

The quarter master did not leave Philadelphia until 
the first of June, 

By that of the sixteenth, it is expected that general 
Butler informed me, regularly by every opportunity, 
of the arrival of the troops. It would have been of 
very litde use, if he had done it. A deficiency of the 
troops then certain, and which must be supplied by me 
from the firontiers; and it is thought the army will not 
move before September. 

. June twentietfi. General Butler written to, about 
forwarding the troops to Fort Washington. The re- 
gular regiments to be filled by recruits firom the levies, 
and the money in Hodgdon's hands to be applied to 
that purpose. 

That of July Ae seventh, is about obtaining a corps 
of mounted vdunteers to form part of the army. 
But this was an impracticable scheme: if it had been 
practicable, it would have been attended with an ex- 
pense out of all proportion to the service to be ob- 
tained firom them; — ^promises to write to the governor 
of Virginia, and contains directions about the militia 
of Kentucky; gives orders to me to remedy all de* 
fects in the cooitractor's system for transportation, if in 
the power of the quarter master, but the contractors 
had no system, and I had no quarter master. On the 
twenty.first of July, the secretary expected the expedi- 
tion to commence on the first of September at farthest; 
gives general directicnis to supply all deficiencies of 
the contractors; and the president's orders to establish 
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posts of communication; mentions tils anxiety that the 
campaign should be distinguished by decisive measuresw 

August fourth. It was expected that by tl^ time I 
recieived that letter, I shouldreceive my whole fofrce: but 
except the troops from the distant garrisons; and major 
Gaither^s detachment, no part <rf it was arrived; pow- 
der and lead that were required, were to be forwarded 
by ^e quarter master; shot and shells for the posts 
had been ordered, but they cannot arrive in time^ Mr. 
Hadgdan had depended on <i furnace near Pittsburg;, and 
on the twenty-eighth of July he writesy " that they can* 
not be had:'^'* takes notice of the conditions^ agreement 
I had directed the contractor's agents to enter into in 
Kentucky, and promises that the conU^ctors shall have 
directions respecting it, (see my letter of August 
eighth.) The president still anxious that the operations 
should commence at the earliest moment; Hendricks 
Apaumut gone to the Miamis from colonel Pickering. 
For the measures taken for his safety, (see my orders 
to the officers commanding at the outposts^ and a pro- 
clamation to the inhabitants. 

August eleventh. The president exceedingly anx- 
ious that the troops on tlie upper part of the Ohio should 
be assembled at Fort Washington at as early a period 
as possible. But why write to me about assembling 
them? They Were dispersed on the frontiers of Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, and not wiUiih my reach. Every 
letter I received from the secretary increased the hope 
of receiving them, and served to keep me stretched 
upon the tenter- hooks of expectation, from day to day. 

August eighteenth, mentions reports being raised in 
Philadelphia that the powder sent for the campaign was 
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bad, and ccHitsdns directions to tmve it proved, and the 
manner of doing it. Those reports had reached Pitts- 
burg before major Ferguson left it, who informed me 
that he had proved it, and found that it was good, that 
is, suflSicientiy strong, (see^my letter of . . . . . . • ) 

but if he had not done tMs before, it , was too late when 
this letter arrived; for, had it been found bad, it could 
not be replaced; and if ever so good, the trial at 
that time might have begot suspicions about it, that 
would have had a very mischievous effect upon the 
troops; and as to concealing an experiment that was to 
be made in a garrison with a howitzer, it was impossi^ 
ble, (see my letter, in answer, of September fifteenth*) 

The president's anxiety for the commencement of 
the camj^^gn is again expressed in very strong terms^ 
*^it is not easy to express his anxiety, that the cam- 
paign should be successful; he is persuaded you will 
trace to exertion every nerve under your command.'* 
How far this was done, may best be judged of from the 
preparations I had made, at die time that letter was re- 
ceived; from the establishment of two considerable 

• • • 

forts, and the cutting a road for ninety miles- 
August twenty ^fiftti. The troops still at Pittsburg, 
and the president lamenting their detention exceeding- 
ly. The secretary says, "the highest exertbns will, 
of course, be necessary, and the president depends upcm 
their being made." I think I may venture to say, he 
i^as not disappointed in tljat respect. 

Septeniber first, contains as express and positive or- 
der^ 'for the prosecution of the last campaign, as were 
ever given. "The. president ^enjoins you, by every 

principle that is sacred, to stimulate your exertions in 

. E 
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-the highest de^ce, and to move as rapidly as the late- 
ness of the season^ and the nature of the case wilLp03si- 
Wy admit.'* The committee will judge, whether, after 
this, I had an option; and whether, if I had taken it upon 
myself to lay aside the operations, there would not have 
been an inquiry of a very different complexion from the 
present. 

There were difficulties indeed, in my way, , but they 
did not appear to nie to be insuperable. The force of 
the enemy ^yas not known, but there were probable 
grounds for supposmg it inferior, in point of number, 
to ours; and it is now known, that the superiority they 
had obtained in that req;)ect, was pf but a few days 
standing, prior to the action. Had we commenced our 
march one month spQuer, every thing had been easy, 
and the pain of this inquiry had been saved to the com- 
mittee and to me. 

Let us now turn to the causes of the feilure of the 
expedition, suggested to have arisen from me. And 
the first is the dctaching,the first regiment, which hap- 
pened at a time when the floiu* of the army was nearly 
expencled, and a considerable convoy of that article 
known to be upon the rc^, and believed to be at no 
great distance. The troops, I thi^k, had been two or 
three da)rs at half allowance of flour; but beef, equal to 
the d^ucUon, was issued in lieu of it. 

It may be proper to reinark here, that an arrangement 
had taken place with colonel Oldhsmi, who commanded 
the militia, that the scouts and parties of observation, 
which he had general orders to send out daily, were to 
be taken from that corps, for which service they were 
much fitter than the troops, a great patt of which had 
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nevtr been in the woods in their lives, and many never 
fired a gun, and that the militia should be excused from 
all iaj^gue duties, which they submitted to with the ut- 
most reluctance. Colonel Oldham had been at break- 
fest with me, and having received orders about some 
particular party of observation, had gone to put them 
into execution. On his way to his own encampment, 
which was at a little distance from that of the army, he 
was informed, that about l^lf the militia had gone off in 
a body, which he immediately communicated to me; 
aiKiWery soon afterwards, Mr. Chrystie, who. acted as 
his brigade major, returned with the information that 
the number of deserters had been exaggeratcd---it was 
believed not to exceed a hundred, and that they had 
declared their intention to plunder the convoy^ and 
make the best of their way hom^ , dprough the woods; 
&eir having taken no provisions with them rendered 
that design veiy probable. And further, that colonel 
Oldham was very apprehensive the whole of the militia 
would follow them. In this dilemma,, the first regi- 
ment was orda-ed to paarch immediately^ with the dou^ 
bk view of securing the provisions, which was of the 
utmost consequence, and of overawing the remaining 
militia, who would not probably attempt to go off, when 
so respectable a corps was between them said then- own 
country. .The provisions were to march from Fort 
Hampton in two divisions. The first, whidi was a 
small one, was known to be near, and expected that 
very day, and it did arrive in camp early, the next day, 
escorted by sixty militia, .who had arrived from Ken- 
tucky, after the march of the army. The second di- 
vision was supposed to be within twenty nules; and 
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acQordingly tm^Qt. liamtramdr^ who ooBimaii^ied^^ 
&5t regiment J had cffdera to march twenty mijes dowti 
the road towards Fort Hamiltonj ot until liCv^met the 
second divisionvaiid return with it; as alsq to oyevtake 
the deserters if he could; but that wa3 a secondary cbr 
ject. He did not meet if, iv>r overtake them in tl^e 
expected (Ustance, and pursued hi3 route consideraWy 
further^ without meeting it at all. The contractor had 
failed in getting thp convoy off from Fort Hamilton at 
the time appointed. And thus, iH^t regiment was 
separated from theartny for a time, and to a distscnce 
fer beyond what had ever been vxten^d.* The haltes 
that were made, partly from necessity^ and parttyto give 
tinde to thjgit regiment to come tip, were sufficient for 
thepi^rpqse, and I had. reason to expect to be joineft 
l?y it every moment, as the marches it had to perform, 
^mi^uimbered ^ it was with baggage, might Jxave fac 
$urpte$ed tjiose of the army, if the ab^oBce of the 
first regknent occasioned the loss of the battle, it is a 
fault, not strictly ap^icable tqr me, but to the troii^ 
tractors; and it may serve to shew, that every branch 
of the army, above all the provisions,, ^lould be under 
thealjsolute direction of the general, in every re^^ect, 
und not in any manner left to a contractor, or any other 
person, who can only be punished by a pecuniary for* 
£^t. I am &r from thinking, however, that tiie first 
regiment^ if it had been up, wouidhave turned the^e 
of the battle. On the contrary, I believe the mischief 
would have been far humtc extensive. As Ac absence of 
it was merely acddental^ I deserve no credit from the 
circumstance, that, thereby, some troops were left to 

• Kotc4. See Appendix. 
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cover Ibe country,' ax^ secure the acquisitions that 
had been made. 

Tile second point is a want of hanhpny betwejen the 
superior officers andi ^^^^ general. Improper treat- 
molt by him, of ^ second in command; and a super- 
cilious behaviour to the officers in general. 

The committee have had an opportunity of examin* 
mg iMit few of the officers to these points; and there is 
but one I think, a colonel Darke, who has said^any 
tMnglike it. And when the committee compare, his 
declaration, with the friendly aiwi even affectionate style 
of the letters he wrote to me, long after the period he 
i^)eaks cf, it will not be easy for them to give credit to 
him: they wiH be still more at a loss, when they know, 
that at the very time when he was making professions 
of friendship, to me, which I believed real, as I had 
never given him cause to harbour othar sentiments, he 
wrote a private letter to the president <tf the United 
States, reftectitng severely upon me, and almost every 
othcr'oHcer in the army, ai^ sent it o^n, with orders 
to the person whp carried it, tp shew it (as he declared) 
ewry whete^ as he went through the country; and that 
it was actoalfy shewn to many, and openly read at a 
pij^lic meeting in Kentucky. When the committee 
reflect, I say, upon some things that have come out, in 
the exam'maticMi of the witnesses, and even upon his 
own testimony, and the following letters from colonel 
Sargent to me,* which I now beg leave to read to the 
committee: when they compare those \*dth each other, 
they vrin, I bdieve, be led to think as I now do, that a 
deep cabal was forming in the army, which the ill state 

♦ Note 5. See Appendix. 
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(rf* my health prevented me from di^covoin^ dnd that 
this weak and prejudiced man, at the same time he was 
guilty ,rf the greatest duplicity himself, was their dupe, 
and made to fancy he saw things which never existed^ 
Of this letter to the president, I was infcMtned by a 
gendeman in Kentucky, Jbefore I left Fort Warfiing- 
ton to return to this city, wte) was present when it 
was pubticly read, which occasioned the letter to colo* 
nel Darke, of December second. 

1 will take the liberty to obsave to the committee, 
that hattghtine^ and a supercilious behaviour, are the 
very last charges I should have expected to be brought 
agzunst me, being certain tl^y are no part of my cha- 
racter, and my friends have sometimes remarked, that 
it ran rather tathe other extreme: mid I well know, 
that 1 Imve myself so fine a feeling of every thing that 
gives pain, that I have, through the whole course of my 
life, most studiously avoided inflicting it in anyway 
upon others: it is true, the officers, were nqt treated 
with balls and Vegattas, as they may have met widh 
elsewhere. I knew the sgrvice tl^y were going upon 
was a hard one; that of necessity Jt must be a cam- 
paign of difficulties and self-denial, and it becan^ me 
to set the eaiample. But if that had not been the case, 
the whole business of it, in ev^ department, falling 
upon me, I had no time left for convivial pleasures, of 
which, at proper seascms, I acknowledge there are few 
men nmch fonder; but last campaign aflbrdedaota 
proper season, and besides, my health would not have 
admitted of it: so much was I occupied, tteit the sun 
never rose upon me once^ from the time I assumed the 
command till after the battle, and my whole time was 
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employed, with Utde intennission, often till very late 
atnigfat. 

But it has been said, I treated general Butler impro* 
perly: siirely I had but little opportunity. He arriv^ 
at Fort Washington about the fifteenth of Septemben 
was put on a court of inquiry immediately on my re- ^ 
turn from Kentucky, and did not join the army until, I 
thinks the twenty-sevepth. In two or three days, I left 
him in the comnuuid of it, and did not come up wdth 
him again until the eighth of October. The truth is, 
that in the very first conversaticmlhad with general But- 
ler, I discovered that he was soured and disgusted, 
and I supposed it was occasioned by the fault that had 
been found with the detenticMi of the troc^s up the 
river; (for copies of letters to him fi'om the secretary at 
war, upon that subject, had been forwarded to me). 
I therefore touched that string very lightly. I did, in- 
deed, ask for some information with respect to the 
levies, which he promised to give in writing, with the 
manner how they had been employed; but it never was 
done. Every thing seemingly went on well. If there 
was Juiy coolness, it was on the part of general Butler, 
and not of me; and I did think, I discovered an un- 
usual distance and reserve about him. On the mom- 
ii^, however, after I overtook the army, general But- 
ler made an apology for having changed the order of 
march and substituted another, and gave me his rea- 
sons for it. I observed to him, without the least heat, 
tiiat they did not appear to me to be satisfactory; that 
the order he had instituted, was worse than the origi- 
nal one, because the line of battle could not so soon be 
formed from it, in case of necessity; the cillery would 
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have a ooimleraLble distante to march to theh" pkces, 
and the labour erf the troops was greatly increased by 
it: for it was far easier to open three roads, of t^ oc 
twelve feet wide each, if necessary, than one of forty; 
the quantity of big timber to be cut down increasing 
in a surprising proportion, as the width of the road is 
increased: but, as it was done, the army should conti- 
nue to march ^^ he had ordered, for some days, as t 
thought it^ of iittle importance, e3£cept as to die labour, 
which must be reduced by reducing the breadth of 
the road to what was barely necessary, as I was confi- 
dent the enemy would not be met with very soon, and 
that it might not appear to the army that there was 
any conmidicting sentiment between us, I hinted, at 
the same time, the ill eflfect it might have, that tfie two 
first officers sho^ild be altering the dispositicMis of each 
other, and the impropriety of his havkig altered one, 
that had been directed in public prdersr, and ccmse- 
quently known to the whole army; ai>d that, as we ad- 
vanced into the country, I would certainly direct the 
original disposition to be taken up. From that mo- 
ment his^ coolness and distance increased, and he sel« 
dom came near me. I was concerned at it, but as I 
had given no cause, I could ipply no cure. While 
encamped near Fort Jefferson, and that fort was going 
on, he came; to my tent one day,, and observed that t^ie 
season was wearing away fast, and that he doubted 
much, \yhetl^er we should be able ta accomplish the 
objects of the campaign: but, in order to render them 
more certain, if I would give him the command of a 
thousand of the picked men of the army, he would go for- 
* ward to the Miami villages, and take post there, .while 
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I might finish the fort with the remainder, and come , 
on at my leisure. I received the proposal with an as* 
tonishment that, I doubt not, was depicted in my coun- 
tenance, and, in truth, had like to have laughed in his 
fiice, whidi he probably discovered. X composed my 
features, however, as well as I could, told him, thougk - 
it did not appea!r to me, att first view, as a feasible pro- 
ject, nevertheless, it deserved to be considered; that I 
would consider it attentively, and give him an answer 
in the morning, which I accordingly did, with great 
gravity: andfirom that moment, his distance and reserve 
increased still more sensibly. And this is the only pro- 
posal, that I recollect, he ever made me during the camw 
pai^; and I suppose it to be that \^hich it seems, he com* 
jdainedhadbeen treated with contempt. It possibly may 
be^ that he proposed, at another time, as I was certainly 
very mudh indisposed, to ease me of the command of 
the army eintirely; but I do not recollect it. But it has 
been said, by some of the gentlemen who have been 
examined, that the adjutant general was very obnox- 
ious to the officers in general, and his living at head 
quarters prievented them from going there. An adju- 
tant general, gentlemen, in any amy where a jpunctili- 
ous obedience of orders is not made a point of honour^ 
if he does his duty, can never be a favourite character; 
and prejudices were raised against colonel Sargent, the 
moment he entered *on the office, because he was not, 
at the time of his appointment, an officer in the army* 
But a punctilious obedience cannot well happen in an 
army jtist raised, and upon the spur of the occasion: it 
is the effect of lonig habit, and the dismission of factious 
and indolent cfearact^rs: fwr persons in whom either of 
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.those are strcmgly marked, cannot long remain m an 
Brmy that b well commanded. It b the duty of the 
adjutant general to attend to the execution of all wders, 
to watch over the conduct of the officers, and to make 
the general acquainted with their characters, so &r as 
it respects the discharge of their public duties: all the 
returns are made to him, and lie mtist see that they are 
correct, by comparing them with the former ones, and 
when alterations are not accounted for proporly, to send 
them back. 'This circumstance, it is easy to see, may 
be a source of discontent, and was indeed a plemiful 
one. I had much trouble with them before an adjutant 
general was appointed, small as the number of troops then 
were; but above all, with the provision-returns. Those 
returns are usually made out by the quartei" masters, 
and signed by the officers commanding the corps; '^ a 
considerable degree of attention was ncrt paid to those 
returns, it would be in the power of the quarter mas^ 
ters to injure the public very considerably* Before 
tiie appointment of the adjutant general, I discovered 
that there w^s a want of attention to those returns, and 
therefore forbad provisions to be issued upon any 
returns that were not codntersigned by myself, that I 
might have an opportunity of comparing them with the 
morning reports. This was continued after the ap- 
pointment of that officer, only that they were to be 
countersigned by him: and the numerous mistakes he 
discovered in those returns, which he was obliged to 
send back, though sighed by the commanding officers 
of the corps, shewed the propriet/of the order, though 
it occasioned much uneasiness with them, and a dis- 
like to him: a very littie pains on their own parts, 
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which/ it was their duty to have taken^ would have ob- 
viated both. It may be that there was something in the 
manner c^ his doing business that was not pleasing*^ 
for tiiere was an austerity in his manner, but it was 
an austmty that was ,not without its uses. I have 
seen, gentlemen, many adjutants general in many ar- 
mies; and it is but justTce to that gendeman, who is 
now at a great distance, to declare, that I have never 
seen one, who discharged the duties of jthat office with 
more care, intelligence, and exactness. On the thii:]ti- 
eth of October, having directed the quarter master to 
lay out the ^ound for the encampment of the army, in 
two lines, when it reached the ground, I found it was 
laid out in a square. I reprimanded the quarter mas- 
ter shai^y, who replied, it was by general Butler's di- 
i'ectiohs it had been done, who had sent captain Butler 
to assist htm: indeed he very much wanted somebody 
to assist him, for he could never lay out two straight 
lines at equal distances from each other, nor apportion 
the. ground to the corps. In the temper general Butler 
had discovered, ij appeared unnecessary and perhaps 
improper, to say any thing to him about it: and there- 
fore, I issued an order, that in future, the army should 
always encamp in two lines, in order of battle, unless 
it should be expressly ordered otherwise. From that 
time, general Butler n6ver came near me but when I 
setitibrhimi , , 

From this detail it wUl appear, that, so far from ha- 
ving treated general Butler improperly, or indelicately, 
I had taken the utmost pains to avoid giving him the 
least dissatisfaction; and indeed I was/ well aware of the 
evils that might follow from the appearance of a want 
of harmony and confidence in each other. And this 
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was a point we had both been cautioned upon by the 
president, before Heft Philadelphia, But independent 
bf the public duty, and the recommendation of the pre-, 
sident, it would have been the most unaccountable thing 
in nature, that I should have charged my conduct to 
general Butler at cmce, without any cause; and from ha- 
ving been the most steadfast, useful friend he ever had, 
(which he mentioned himselt to major Gaither a very 
short time before) become his enemy^ and treat him 
wjith disrespect and contempt. The thing is altogether 
iijcrediblel My friendships change not so lightly; and it 
was continued to him, and to every connexion of' his, 
as far as opportunity offered, from the time it commen* 
c^d in 1774) to thfe day of his death; sometimes under 
circumstances that might have shaken it, without my in- 
curring miy suspicion of inconstancy. And the secre- 
tary of war will do me the justice to say, that, had ther6 
been any occasion for it, which I was pleased to find 
there was not, I interested myself for the reappointment 
of both his brothers. There was no want of harmony 
among the officers, nor among the corps. There was, 
. indeed, a little jealousy between the levies and the stand- 
ing regiments, which had its rise entirely firom colonel 
Darke, who had taken a great dislike to major Ham- 
tramck; for no other reason, that I could discover, than 
that the major was a very exact officer, and a gentleman 
in his manners,, which threw the colonel a little in the 
shade: but there was great uneasiness in the colonePs 
own regitnent, owing to his having brought in iiis son, 
as a captain, over two gentlemen, Mr. M*Crea aad Mr. 
Glenn, who had raised the company; throwing one of 
them out altogether, and making the other a lieutenant; 
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i^ch I in some measure removed by giving Tiitn, 
Mn Glenn, an appointment iij the horse. 

The next point objected to me is, that I did not con- 
sult the officers, upon the movements of the army. If this 
bie a fauh, it isx^ertainly true; and if thereby the misfor- 
tunes of the campaign were produced, they are to be 
laid to my door. But what had I to consult them 
^out? The object of the campaign was determinate, and 
-die ^lan of operations chalked out by my instructions. 
These instructions I put into geherdl Butler's hands at 
Fort Washington, beforie he joined the array, but, I 
thkik, a day or two, at most, after my return to that 
place from Kentucky. If I had not lost my diary, or if 
the adjutant general was here, I could ascertain the 
very day; but it is immaterial as to the time: he had 
them long before the army marched, and, consequently, 
had all the informaticm I could give him, in proper* 
time^ It would seem, indeed, from colonel Darke's tes- 
timony, that the general had complained long after they 
had been communicated, that he had been treated in- 
delicately in that they had been withheld so long: if so, 
I am, indeed, sorry that he was so fery easily offend- 
ed; he knew I had instructions, and it appears also, 
from colonel Darke's testimony, that the secretary of 
war had informed him they would be communicated 
to him. If he thought the commimication was too long 
delayed, it would have been more honourable, more 
decent, and more dignified, to have applied ft)r them, 
which the secretary's letter would have justified him in 
doing, than to suffer that delay to. rankle, in his mind, 
and to eomplain of it to others, and above all, to colo- 
nel Darke, whom heiookcd upcMi with great contempt, 
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and w1k>9 he knew^ was iMssatisficd with him, andhs^ 
complained of him to me. Was I to consult the ofl&cers, 
whether I should follow the orders of the. president, so 
piBitively delivered by the secretary of war, of put sua 
end to the.campaign, and defeat the public. expecta^ 
tions? If t|\e last had been my vfew, it would seem, 
from what has b^n deposed bdbre the committee, I 
should not hav^ been disappointed in receiving sudi 
advice. But far what reason put an end to the cam- 
paigi^ Had the eneniy disturbed us at all on the 
march? N<?, they' had not^ in the smallest degiree: a 
single Indian had not been seen, except a few strag- 
gling hunters on whom our parties fen by accident. 
Was ther^ any intelligence that their force was too 
great fdt us to cope with? There was none of any kmd, 
neither could it be obtained. Itwasleft^ then, to the 
csdculation bf probabilities; and< to me it appeared most 
probable tibat,as they did not attempt to molest us in o\J£i^ 
advances, which they might have done to great eflfect, 
they had been disappointed in collecting a suflScient 
force; tliat they either would desert their towns on the 
ap[^roach of the aVmy, or sue for peace, which they 
had been informed they could obtain on proper terms: 
and it was this last event that I most expected. But 
if the second in command held a di&rent sentiment, was 
it not his duty, if he thought the general was wantonly 
committing his army, to mtake representations to him oix 
that head, instead of raising jealousies and sowHig dis- 
contents. I should certainly hia.ve done so in such a 
situation; and I can with truth declare, had such re- 
presentations been made, they would have been receive 
ed with decency, and consider^ with candour. It 
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xkiay be, that the army was moved in a manner that did 
ikA coinokie with the (pinion of the second in command, 
and scHue other officers. I was not; however, infinmed 
oi it. But be that as it may, I thou^t myself compe- 
teaat to judge o£ the matter without jconsulting than. At 
a very early time of life, I took up the profession of arms, 
and served thrbugh the whole of the Wjar of 1756, un- 
der some of the first generals in the woiid« I had the 
honour to be personally knoMm to and trusted by a 
Wolfe, a Moncton, and a Murray. I served again 
through the whole of the last war. I had joined theory 
to practice^ by an attentive perusal of the best military 
books, in most Ismguages, and had made iny self ac- 
quainted with the en^meer's branch, so far at least as it 
c<Hicenis fortification; and without some knowledge of 
that, either natural or acquired, I will venture to say, 
that no man will ever be a general: and if I thougl^ 
myself cqxxdX to directing the movements o£ two thou- 
s^d mm, it will not be deemed great presumption. 

But what occasioned the uneasbess that has been 
spoken of? Why, the troops had wanted half a pound 
of flour, for a few days, and gdt beef in place of it; 
aiid the officers were restricted to a single ration. Per- 
sons that cannot look greater difficulties than those in 
the fiice, with patience, and even with pleasure, should 
never think of being soldiers. 

I certainly did not consult general Butler on detach- 
ing the fiirst regiment. I did not think it necessary 
then, nor do I now, that I should take his opinbn 
whether a detachment, that appeared to me to be neces- 
sary, for various important purposes, should be made, 
nor of what troops it should consist: if he was not in- 
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fc«tned of the r^sons for which it was mad^,^ it was 
because he absented himself frcwn head-quarters. The 
wdere for that regiment to march were given the 
moment the iirformation of the desertion of the militia 
was received. The sending a corps saved the time 
the making details and distr^tmg the orders for them 
would have taken up; and if it was delayed on account 
of provisions, that would equaUy have happened with 
any other. . 

The next pcMUt, in order, is the inadequate aiyange- 
ment for the transportation of the provisioits and bag* 
gage. By my instructions, (page twenty^five) the 
provisirais were to be transported at the expense of^ 
and by the means jarovided by the contractors: but by 
thesecretary's letters of July seventh and twenty-first, 
I was empowered to reniedy all defe6ts in thdr system, 
if ki the quarter master's power, but at that time no 
quai*er master had appealed. I had,* nevertheless, pro- 
vided sufficient, or what appeared tame to be a suffici- 
entnumber of horses for the business; and that it was 
not fully so, was .owing efitirely to 'want of system in 
tte contractor's people; to their neglecting of their hor- 
ses when they first arrived at Fort Washington, where 
great numbers of them were lost, and the little care 
that was taken of them When on the road. Mr. Ear- 
nest, the person charged with the transportation by Mr. 
Diier, amved too late to put the business in proper 
train: for it was not till general Butler arrived, that he 
made his appearance; and, that the contractor's horses 
were murdered by improper treatthent, appears clearty 
from the circumstance, that the quarter master's hor- 
ses, Plough in constant service, and loaded, almost every 
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day, were in perfect good conation the very last day's 
march, when die others were neariy all destroyed. 
The deficiencies, however, were supplied by the quar- 
ter master, whom I sent back from the army for the ex- 
{»«ss [mrpose (see my letter to Mr. Earnest of nine- 
teenth October) and I had such assurances from him, 
that I had no reason to fear a want of proper supplies, 
if we gained the Miami villages; and to have laid aside 
the operations of the campaign, on that account, would 
have been highly improper. His letters to -me (mthat 
subject have been lost, but he, no doubt, has them, 
and will produce them, should he surive before this in- 
quiry closes. 

It has been said that the cavalry horses were ill taken 
cigre of, and it is true in part. One hundred horses 
arrived M Fort Washington on the twenty-ninth day of 
July, and were ordered to be landed on the Vir^ia 
shore, opposite to Fort Washington, on the upper side 
of Licking river, under a guard <rf thirty men. That 
was a place where the pasturage was abundant and ex« 
cellent; not at the very point, where a family or two 
were living, but at a very little distance from it, and 
there was no danger of their being stole from thence 
by the Indians, which they would have been more ex- 
posed to on the Fort Washington side. A person in 
the character of conductor and forage master, had 
been sent with them by Mr. Hodgdon, and they were 
continued under his particular care. Neither bells nor 
hopples had been provided for them, and that they were 
wanting was not reported tome; and I could never sup- 
pose, that general Butler, who knew so well the neces- 
sity there was for both, for horses that were to be turn* 
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under his own eye, would suflFer the quarter master to 
send them away without them: especially when thpy 
were going from a country where they might have 
been procured, to a country where it was certain they 
could not be provided. The very first night, seventy 
of them were missing. Indeed, after having been so 
long crowded togetjipr in bcrats, the beasts were happy 
to find ttemselves loose, and ran wild into the woods 
the moment they got their feet on shore: and it was 
not till the conductor came to inform me of that acci- 
dent that I knew he was unprovided with bells and, 
hopples; and th^n it was also discovered, that this con- 
ductor had probs^bly never seen a horse turned to feed, 
except in an inclosure, and did not know that bells 
were necessary. Indee4 had he gone in pursuit of the 
horses, it would have been necessary that he should 
have carried a bell himsqlf, for he never would have 
found his way back again. The greatest part of those 
horses were recovered; their halters were converted in- 
to hopples, and they were confined within a chain of 
sentries in the day time, and tied up in the night. It 
was also soon discovered, that this conductor, instead of 
giving their hordes their forage properly in troughs, 
which he had been directed to have made of the bark of 
the trees, strewed it along the river beach, arid left 
them to piqk it out of the sand as they could, by which 
a great part of it was lost, and the horses much injured 
by kicking each other, and fighting about it: such treat- 
ment must soon have reduced the ablest horses in the 
world. Artificers were immediately set to work to 
make bells, but the materials^ran out before a sufficient 
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number were completed. Men to mbunt the horses 
were to be draughted from all the corps: a measure re^ 
commended by the secretary of war, before I left Phi- 
ladelphia; and, certainly, as the officers and men mu§t 
be draughted, it was very proper that they should be 
taken in due proportion from the whole army; for if 
they had been taken from any one corps, it would haV6 
been weakened too much, and the rest would have con- 
sidered it as proceeding from an improper predilection. 
Captain Snowden was particularly mentioned by the 
secretary as a proper person for the command of a troop, 
and his former reputation, as an officer, with which I 
was well acquainted, and his having served in Lee's 
legion, seemed to point him out as the most proper; 
and he was accordingly appointed: but it had escaped me 
that it was in the infantry of the legion, that he had 
principally served. Thirty men were drawn out from 
the troops then present, to serve as horsemen, which 
was about the proportion they would bear to the 
whole, when collected; and it was my opinion thikt 
thirty men, havihg no other duty to do, might take 
care of seventy or eighty horses, until the rest of the 
troops should arrive. It is still my opinion, that they 
might have done it well. It is in proof to the com- 
mittee, that it was not done, and that it did not pass 
unnoticed. It appeared to me, that there was a 
want of attention to the horses on the part of captain 
Snowden, and though reluctantly, I was obliged to 
look out for an officer for the secorid troop who should 
command him. All the care possible wais taken to 
provide for them, but they were then much reduced. 
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and the frosts soon robbed the grass they got, of mosi 
of its nutritive quality. 

It seems to have been supposed, that the troc^ not 
being psud occasioned discontent anumg them, wd was 
the cause of the desertion which prevailed, and might 
have been one of the causes of die failure of the expe- 
dition. The secretary of war, in his letter of the 
twenty-third of June, says "Captain Beatie marched 
from Trenton this morning, &c. He has under his 
charge, seventeen thousand e^ht hundred and forty 
dollars and fifty cents, which is to be delivered to Mr. 
Hodgdon, the quarter master this money is intended 
as a sort of military chest, and to be issued from 
thence by your orders, &c." 

The committee will please to observe, that, until 
the quarter master arrived, there \jrere no moires foi: 
the payment of any of the troops. That the sum pla-' 
ced in his hands, was equal to (me month's pay only. 
That general Butler had paid erne month to the levies 
at Pittsburg, so that the military chest was nc^^ly emp- 
ty when the quarter master did arrive, and the army 
had marched to the Miami riven Nevertheless, as, 
some of the levies had not received their mpnth's pay, 
and a dollar advance, having left Pittsburg hefi^re that 
payment was made to the others, it was issued to those 
by my orders. And if tha^ had not been done, a new 
object for the applipation of the money in Mn Hodg^ 
don's hands, is pointed out in the seci^etary's letter of 
the thirtieth of the same month. But it is in proof 
that no discontent prevailed among the troops, from the 
detention of their pay. They were in a country where 
they could make no other use of it than laying it out in 
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whiskey^ of which pernicious beverage they contrived 
to get by for too much; and the numerous courts mar- 
tial, with which the orderly book is filled, is a melan- 
choly proof of the mischiefs which were produced by it. 
Desertion certainly prevailed to a great degree, but it 
aro^ from the kind of men who had been inlisted,* 
fixHn their being unaccustomed to the restraints of dis- 
cipline; from a dislike to labour, the being free from 
whicfat having probably been a motive with many 
to inlist, and which they found they must submit to; 
and perhaps from a dislike to the kind of warfare they 
were about to engage in. Be those as they may be, it 
is evident that I could not pay them. Besides, if there 
had been money, I knew nothing of the state of their 
accounts, of the advances that had been made to the 
officers, either as pay or for recruiting, nor whether 
their recruiting accounts were closed; nor what ad van- 
ces had been made by them to the soldiery; nor the 
value of the arms and accoutrements which they had 
tSu-own away, which, I expected, would be stopped 
from them. 

The last part of my conduct, which seems to have 
been deemed improper, but which could have no influ- 
ence upon the campaign, because it was then over, is 
the manner in which the levies were discharged. I 
think it has been fully proved, that proper means were 
ts^en to send to their respective countries, all of them 
that chose to return, the Virginia battalion excepted. 
But I beg leave to bring them again to view. The offi- 
cers commanding corps were called upon to furnish lists 
of the number, that would return by land, for it was not 

• J^te 6. See Appendix. 
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in my power to furnish boats to take them all up the 
river. This may appear extraordinary, as there had, 
certainly, boat^ enow come down, not only for the 
whole of them, but for the horses and military stores like- 
wise. But the boats which come down the river, are 
a sort of floats or rafts, from forty to sixty feet in length, 
and ten to eighteen in width, and cannot ascend the river 
at all. Light keel-boats of the usual construction, and 
a great force of oars, can alone overcome the current; 
and besides, the winter had set in with so great severity, 
that there was little probability the river would continue 
long enough navigable. It was, however, . attempted 
with a part, and succeeded. Of necessity, the rest had 
to go by land through the wilderness. Those were 
put under the direction of officers, who were furnished 
with money to provide for them, to their respective pla- 
ces of inlistment, calculating each day's march at fif- 
teen miles. This was all that could be done for 
them. But they were to be mustered and discharged 
previously to their being dismissed. The clothing of 
the levies was very much worn when they first arrived 
at Fort Washington; and it was evident, that unless they 
obtained a supply, in some way or other, ihey must suf- 
fer extremely during the campaign. The officers desi- 
red my opinion whether, if they should purchase such 
articles for the men, as they stood most in need of, it 
might not, with propriety, be stopped from their pay. 
I had no hesitation about it, and advised the measure. 
And in consequence, many of them did obtain those 
supplies upon their personal credit. It became a pay- 
ment to the soldiers, so far as it went, which the officers, 
in my opinion, had a right to be repaid by the public: 
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^and as no paymaster w^ appointed for that corps, I did 
suppose the pay of the companies would come into the 
hands of the captains, who would stop it of course. 

By the articles of war, no spldier is to be dismissed 
from the service, without a discharge in writing sign- 
ed by a field officer. It had been long a custom for sol- 
diers whose times had expired, to sell their discharges; 
that is, they gave up their discharges to some person, 
who gave them money for them, as they could agree, 
and transferred their right to whatever arrearages might 
be due to them, which was paid to the assignee at the 
pay-office. It was probable that the levies, or some of 
them, would do so likewise. But the officers, as has 
been stated, had made them considerable advances, and 
many of them being killed, those remaining generally 
lost their company books in the action, the particulars 
could not then be ascertained. It became necessary to 
devise some means of securing them. Besides, the men 
had very generally thrown away their arms and accou- 
trements, which, in good conscience, they pught to be 
charged with. The just balance, if it could have been 
come at, due to every man, should have been indorsed 
upon the discharges respectively; but as that could not 
be done, and it was probable they would be charged 
with the arms they had lost, which would appear by 
the muster-rolls, orders were given to the commanding 
officers to indorse upon the back of every discharge, a 
certificate that money and clothing had been furnished, 
the amount of which could not be ascertained at that 
time, and was to be deducted from the pay due. It 
was expected that tliis circumstance would have in- 
duced the soldiers to keep their discharges till they 
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returned to the place, ivfaere di^ could have receiir6d 
their money, as the uncertainty with respect to \n4iat was 
really due would discourage purchasers, and the offi- 
cers and the public be sepured. It had not, indeed, the 
e&ct; for they were sold for whatever was offaied, and 
it all went in whiskey; and it would probably have b^^ 
the same thing, if they had received their money/ All 
the difference would have been, that the horrid scene of 
intoxicaticm and brutality that ensued, would have been 
of longer continuance. The design, however, was a 
good one, and calculated to do justice to the officers, 
who were in advance for the men; to the public, 
whose arms they had thrown away; and to tiiemsdves, 
by obliging them to keep their discharges until their 
accounts could be settled, and their arrearages paid to 
them: for it was not to be supposed, that they would 
throw them away for a quart of whiskey, as it has been 
proven that some of them did. That an iU use was 
made of it was not my fault, neither had I the power to 
remedy it. In those respects, the whole of the levies 
were alike. But how came it about, that no provision 
was made few sending home the Virginia battalion, in 
the same manner as the others? I can perceive, that 
some gentlemen in the committee have harboured a sus- 
picion that it arose from some, improper partiality on my 
part. But the suspicion is without any foundation, and, 
had there been an opportunity to examine major Bedin- 
ger, who commanded it, they would have been satisfied, 
that he reported to me that none of the men intended to 
return further than Kentucky; that they were furnished 
with the quantity of provisions he required for them; 
that the greatest disorder imaginable prevailed among 
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the men, whose times of service being expiffed, they 
>i^ould submit to no control of the officers, nor obey 
their orjdei^; and that he requested me to dismiss them 
and dispense wth the muster that had been ordered to 
be taken; or, if there had been an opportuniiy to exa- 
nune tjie adjutant general, upon this head, it would have 
been proven, to their perfect satisfaction; for he had a 
better opportunity to see and know the actual state of 
Aings: for, at that time, I was confined to my chamber, 
aiid most frequently to my bed. Indeed, I have cause 
to Ifitnent bis absence on this inquiry, as many things, 
which he could have testified, must rest upon my asser- 
tion. The details of the army were his province, par- 
ties of all kinds, and for all purposes, were formed by 
him: their objects were communicated to the officers 
lyho commanded them, through him, together with their 
particular orders. Many of them appeared up(Ml the 
elderly books, but many more were directed verbally. 
But it ha3 been suggested, that my conduct was im- 
proper m the time Qf the section, and it has been de- 
molded of many of the witnesses, wh«^ther I was em- 
ployed in giving orders, and did issue them with cool- 
ness and composure- I would beg leave to ask, what 
orders, it is supposed, could be necessary to be given 
to an army, every part of which was engaged at the 
same moment and continue^ so for near four hours, 
without inteiroission, and every man doing his best? 
It is in proof, that 1 was seen, by several of the few of- 
ficers who have been examined, passing and repassing 
along the lines; that in doing so, I conversed with and 
gave directions to several of the field officers; tliat I 
attempted to force up to the action the broken milit^ 
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and others; that I was personallj present at the first 
charge made upon the enemy; that I led up the troops 
which drove them back, when they first entered the 
camp by the ieft fiank; that colonel D^ke received the 
orders for the charge made by him, with a part of the 
second line, from my lips; and that when a retreat 
was become indispensable, I put myself at the head of 
the troops which broke through the enemy, and opened 
a way for the rest. Had ther^ been an opportunity of 
examining more of the officers, the committee would 
have been informed of more instances, where every 
thing that was possible to be done: by man, to bring 
the action to a happy issue, was done by me; for theire 
are but few of the^i who did not see me, at one time 
or other, during its continuance. But I Ibrbear to men- 
tion them, being satisfied that no doubts can remain in 
their breasts. It has been proven, likewise, that upo^ 
the retreat, I did every thing that could be done to 
stop the troops, and to jM^vent their throwii:ig away 
their arms, that they might be in some condition to de- 
fend themselves; that -I was always near the rear of 
Ithem. Indeed- many of the officers pressecj me •to 
move forwards, being apprehensive that I might fell 
mto the hands of the enemy. But besides diat .my 
horse was unable to move mudh beyond a walk, and 
that I could not bear a quicker motion, it would havfe 
been indecent in the highest degree, and I would soon- 
er have suffered a thousand deaths. 

But it may be asked^ if I was unable to bear the trot^ 
ting of a horse, how can that be reconciled with my 
having exerted myself so much during the action, and 
on foot too for a great part of it. The inquiry is a na- 
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tural one; and I can answer it no othgrwise, than that 
the feet was so. I certamly was able to move much bet- 
ter that morning than I had been able to do for some 
days before, and did so, notwithstanding that I was very 
feeble; but before captain Trueman brought me a 
horse, I was very nearly exhausted, and without one; 
though unhurt, I must have remained Upon the field. 
That I was on foot any part of the time, was owing to 
my horses being killed. I had four of them; they had 
been turned out to feed over night, and were brought 
in before the action began. The first I attempted to 
mount, was a young horse, and the firing alarmed him 
' so much, that I was not able to accomplish it, though 
there were three or four people assisting me; and I 
had just moved to a place where I could have s6me ad- 
vantage of the ground, when the beast was shot through 
the head^ and the boy that was leading him up, through 
the arm. It took a little time to disengage the furni- 
ture and prepare another; but, at the moment it was 
done, the horse, and a servant of colonel Sargent, 
who had him in hand, were both killed* I could wait 
no longer; my pains were forgotten, and for a consider- 
able time, I could walk with a degree of ease and alert- 
ness, that surprised every body* I ordered the third 
horse to be got ready, and follow me to the leftx)f the 
front line, which was by that time very warmly enga- 
ged: but I never after saw either the horse or the man, 
and suppose they were both killed. The fourth was 
killed under the count De Malartic, whose own horse 
had died upon the march. 

It is impossible not to perceive, that some orders 
given by me, with respect to the ratioiKs of the officers, 
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have been ipi^nderstood by some gcnflcmen of the 
committee, or have been misrepresented to them. I 
beg leave to state the case, and apply the orders. 

By law, the officers are entitled to a certain number 
of rations, according to their different grades, but none 
to less than two. They are a liberty to draw from the 
contractor's stores, the whole, or any part of Aem they 
think proper, and to be paid for what is not drawn 
(which is what is understood by retained rations) at the 
contract price. By turning to the contract, it will be 
discovered, that the contractor is to pay the officer for 
tho^e retained rations, in money. But if he has not 
money, ^s was the case during, the last campaign, or 
refuses to pay for them, the officer has still his claim 
upon the public, with whom, and not with the contrac- 
tor, he made hi& engagements. The contractor is a 
person he knows nothing of, interposed between Mna 
and the public for public convenieney , and the public 
h responsible to the officers for him. But how is the 
cheer's claim for retained rations to be supported, un- 
less by a certificate from the issuing commissary, that^ 
in the month of June, for example, captain A, fi. drew 
at Fort Washington . ,. . . rations onljj;, - and * . . . 
were retained? In every caise, then, where rations are 
retained, and the contractor doe^ not pay for them, due 
bills, as^they are called, such as is stated above^ must 
necessaril^r follow, and on those certificates being pre- 
sented at the pay-office, the amount, at the contract 
price, is paid and transferred to the treasury to be 
charged to the contractor. This, I Suppose, to be the 
manner in which the contractor is charged: But be 
that as it may, I ani sure that the retained fations have 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



A NARRATIVE. 55 

beea paid for at the pay-office. On the other hand, 
fliat the contractor may be enabled to receive from the 
treasury the monies he has advanced for retained ra- 
tions, it b necessary that th^y should come into the ab- 
stracts; but they cannot come into the abstracts, if they 
are not included in the returns, which are always given 
up when the abstracts are signed, and are the vouchers 
for the issues. I could see no way so easy and so na- 
' tural at once to secure the officer, the contractor, and the 
pubKc, as to direct that the whole number of rations which 
every officer was intitlM to receive, should be included in 
the provision returns, and that the issuing commissary 
should give a certificate to every officer, of the number 
of rations that were not drawn, or not paid for by him. 
Where they were paid for, the business was comple- 
ted. ' If he had not money to dischaige them, they 
were still due to the officers by the public, and the cer- 
tificates, on being produced at the pay-office, would be 
paid there, and the money carried to the debit of the 
contractor. And there was no risk in this to the pub- 
lic, for the abstracts are never signed pftener than once 
a montii, and rarely so often; so that by delaying an 
abstract, had {here been the appearance of any design 
to do injustice on the part of the contractors, it was 
always in the power of the commanding officer to keep 
them in advance, far beyond the value of the retained 
rations; and if that were not done, the contractor's se- 
curities would still be liable. And this subject was 
brought to the view of the secretary of war by me, on the 
^ixth October^ (see my letter of that date.) It was a 
measure, tlult could in no shape favour the contractors, 
and was calculated expressly for the benefit of the offi- 
Qers, by indentifying their respective claims. If gen- 
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demoi st^ppoie dat I hadaair iolcfcstialliccoDlnct, 
thrf aie mtfffatm,. ILraj specufatiaa dnt cm be 
eoteied ioto bjr the goieral of an annjr, or anj persoo 
in put^ trusty I dunk iqEiidoiis, and sh^ ooniiiioe to 
dunk fio^ £y whottuoevcr the example may be uU 

It has been said, that notonlf die iuic ge sis of die 
coqptry hare been iqiifed,faiit die nyntati^ 
has recced a deep wotmd* ThesDinj, itislruc, was 
beaten^ but tt was beatoi after a moie obsdnale stm^c 
ag;asDst a gready superior force dian has often been ex. 
bibited. Whenhasit been known before now, at least 
in modem times, that txoo^ have condm^ the ccm- 
bat until two diirds of their number were stretched 
upon the ground, and when a most dangerous ezamide 
had been set^ in the first momoit, by die advance giving^ 
way, almost without firing a shot, and voy much dis« 
ordering the battalions? Where is the instance inwhich 
die disorder has been sooner remedied, in the.very^mo- 
ment too when they were attacked and under the fire 
of the enemy? When was the enemy chained with 
more vigour and inU-epidity than by those very batta* 
lions, as soon as they were put in order? When was k, 
that a whole army sustained, at one and the ^ame tune, 
on all its parts, the attack of a superior enemy with 
equal firmness, and that none of them attempted to quit 
the field until they were ordered? All this luqppened to 
our little beaten, but not disgraced army, and would 
have shed a lustre upon the best disciplined troops in 
the world. They were not disciplined, but their native 
valour supplied the want of it. And if the retreat, 
when ordered, was, not a very regular one, diey did no 
niorc than what young troops, when obliged to turn 
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their backs upon the enemy, have always done and al- 
ways will do. Their own weakness, which has escaped 
notice whUe in action, appeared to them, and they had 
a dreadful foe; and it was not at all surprising that they 
shpuld make haste to escape. The whole business, 
when viewed in a proper light, reflects honour, and not 
disgrace, upon the troops. 

. The post^ript to my letter of- the ninth of Novem- 
ber, to the secretary of war, has also been a subject of 
animadversion, as haying been intended to fix a stain 
upoti the memory of general Butler. But how does it 
appear that there could have been such an intention? 
It is in proof to the committee, that the information al- 
luded to in that postscript,* was given to general Butler; 
that I had not heard of it until my return to Fort Wash- 
ington, when major Gaither accidentally mentioned it 
srt: the very time I was writing that letter; and that cap- 
tain Slough was then sent fdr, who related the transac- 
tion as he has delivered an account of it, upon oath, 
before the committee, and that he had not mentioned it 
to me at an earlier period. It was a matter which, it 
appeared to me, the government ought to be acquainted 
with. It was not my province to determine whether it 
should go to the public ear or not, and therefore it was 
thrown into a postscript, and that postscript carried the 
evidence of my doubts, about its being published along 
with it: for the committee will please to observe it is 
guarded by these words, "private or public, as you 
shall judge proper." If I had intended that it should 
be published, at all events, I had only to have inserted 
it in the body of my letter, and it Would have been in- 
evitable. Whatever may have been the effects of it, 

♦ Note 7. See Appendix. 
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they did ijot proceed from, me. And whether general 
Butler received the information or not, makes no. dif- 
ference in the case. But there is not the smallest rea- 
son to suppose he did not receive it; for captain 
Slough^s testimony bears such strong marks of authen- 
ticity, and is strengthened by so many collateral circum- 
stances, as to enforce belief, and is even corroborated 
by the testimony of colonel Darke, although it was evi- 
dent he wished to evade the questions which were pro- 
posed to him; and it would moreover be difficult to 
imagine, why captain Slough ^ould forge a story after 
general Butler was dead, which could make no possi- 
ble difference in our affairs, nor be of the smallest use 
to himself. 

I will trouble the committee with one observation 
more only; it is on the indisposition I was afflicted 
with for nearly all the campaign; that, surely, was a 
misfortune and not a fault, and, it might have been ex- 
pected, would more naturally have been the subject 
of commisseration than complaint; more especially as 
the public service was not retarded, nor did it suffer by 
it in the least, and I haye great reason to be thankful, 
that though I suflfered much, both from pain and sick- 
ness, and my bodily strength was very much wasted^ 
the vigour of my mind wais not affected or impaired 
in the smallest degree, but if sickness be a fault, was 
it exclusively so in the commander in chief; for unfor- 
tunately the second in command did not escape, and 
was sometimes rendered unfit for duty altogether, which 
I never was. 

But how was my sickness brought on? By my being 
exposed three days and nights between Fort Wash- 
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ington and Lexington, at die lime I went to Kentucky 
about the militia, in die heaviest rains that were ever 
known to fall with such continuance; in an uninhabited 
country; in the day time, every step to the horses^ 
knees, and in the night, the bare ground to lie upon: 
this brought on a bilious complaint, that I was never 
able to shake off, until the goiit agdn came and re- 
lieved me from it in a considerable degree. If I had 
had less zeal for the service, I should probably have 
had more heahh, and would not have been languish- 
ing, as I ^ill am, from the effects of it. 

It was my case to be placed in very difficult circum- 
stances, and, I trust, the committee will think, I did 
Ihe best to overcome them: that, in every respect I 
fulfilled my duty, which was complicated in an unusu- 
al manner, and thereby an uncommon burthen was 
placed upon my shoulders, and that, from whatever cau- 
ses the campaign proved unsuccessful, the misfortunes 
cannot be laid to my charge. 

One thing more occurs to me that I have ne^ected 
to take notice of. It has been said that no attention 
was paid to the wounded officers, who accompanied 
the remains of the army on the retreat from Fort Jef- 
ferson, and that some of them, particularly major But- 
ler, were left in a very exposed situation. The com- 
mittee will please to recollect, it has been proved that 
all the wounded who were not in a situation to perform 
the march to Fort Hamilton, had been ordered to re- 
main at Fort Jefferson, that if any did come on, who 
were not able for the march, it was without my know- 
ledge, and contrary to my intention; that it was in the 
night when the troops moved from that place, and that 
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some might easily fall behind without being observed; 
that, I was so far overcome by the fatigues of the day, 
it was with the utmost difficulty I could keep on horse- 
back, and it was no great wonder that a case, which 
had been provided against, but whidi might neverthe- 
less be supposed to exist, was not attended to; that no 
report was made to me of any officer being left upon 
the road; that orders were given to the conductor of 
the convoy, which was met the next day, to aflford every 
possible relief to every person he met, whether wound- 
ed or not, and that on my arrival at Fort Hamilton, 
when it was known that major Butler was not arrived, 
a party from that garrison was immediately ordered ex- 
pressly for the purpose <)f bringing him i». That gen- 
deman and myself met in the night, on a harrow bridge 
over a deep gut, both so weak, that we coi^ld not pre- 
vent our horses from jostling each other, which had 
like to have thrown us both into the swamp. The major 
mentioned that his horse was on die point of Ruling 
entii^y, and begged me^ if it were possible, ti> get him 
another; a wounded servant of my own, tire only 
one 1 had left, was immediately dismounted, and the 
horse he rode seiit to the major; and as the troops halt- 
ed soon after, and I did not see him again^ J concluded 
that he had gone on. 

It was my intention to have applied the testimony 
of every witness particularly, but besides that I was 
not possessed of it, having only the notes I had taken 
upon their examination, it would have taken up too 
much of the time of the committee. And I am per- 
suaded, they will find the general resirit, that I have 
assumed, to be a just one. 
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REPORT 



OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

> Mr. Fitzsinuaons,, from the committee appointed 
to inquire into the causes of die feiiure of the late ex- 
pedition under major general St. Clair reported, that 
the committee had, according to order, proceeded to 
examine all the papers furnished by the executive de- 
partment relaUve thereto* Sundry papers and ac- 
coui^, furnished by the treasury and war departments, 
with explanations of the same by the heads of those de- 
partments in person, to hear the testimony of witnesses 
upon oath, and written remarks by general St. Clair, 
upon the facts established by the whole evidence, and 
the result of their inquiries, the committee has agreed 
to the following report. 

The contract for the supplies of the army on the 
route from Fort Pitt, was made by Theodosius Fow- 
ler with the secretary of the treasury, and bears date 
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tbc twenty-eighth day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety; that at the same time a bond in 
the penalty of one hundred thousand dollars, with 
Walter Levingston and John Cochran, securities 
thereto, was entered into for the doe execution of the 
s^id contract. 

That on the third day of January, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one, the contract was wholly trans- 
ferred from the said Theodosius Fowler, to William 
Duer, a copy of which transfer wi» lodged in the of- 
fice of the secretary of the treasuryi that, trf letter 
from the sect-etary of #aff, bestf ing date the twenty ^fifth 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninfe* 
ty-one, addressed to William Duer, it appears that hb 
Was considered as contractor; that ho correspondence 
appears to have taken place subsequently to that time, 
between Theodosius Fowler and either the treasury or 
war departments: that on the sixth of March, one 
thousand^ seven hundred a^ad ninety-one, u contract 
was entered into by William Duer With the secifetar^ 
of war, for supplying the troops with provisions until 
their arrival at Fort Pitt, and at Fort Pitt, a bond was 
at the same time entered into by the said William 
Duer, for the due executibn of the said contract, in the 
penalty of four thousand dollars, without any security 
whatsoeven 
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Timttbe act makitig provision for the de£mce of 
the frontier^ received the si^^iature of the president of 
the United States the third of March, one thousand se* 
vtn hundred and ninety-onc. That general St. Cl a i r 
was ^pointed commander in chief of the army des* 
tmed for the expedition, on the fourth day of the same 
month, and on the twenty-eighth left Philadelphia for 
Fort Pitt, at which place he arrived on the sixteenth 
of April, and from thence proceeded to Lexington, 
and from thenc^ to Fort Washington, where he ar* 
rived chi the fifteenth of May. At the time g£ t^e 
arrival of the general at Fort WasMngton, the gai:* 
risdn tlKre consisted of seventy «*five mm*commission- 
ed officers and privates fit. for duty; the garnson at 
Fort H»mar of forty five; at Fort Steuben of sixty* 
<Kie; at Fort Knox cf eighty-three: and on the fif- 
teenth day of July, the whole of the first United States' 
regiment, amounting to two hundred and ninety-nine 
non-commissioned officers and privates, arrived at Fort 
Washington under orders from the commander in 
Aief. General Butler was appointed second in com* 
mand in the month of March, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to make the necessary arrangements for the re- 
cruiting service. That he arrived in Baltimore, in the 
state of Maryland, the twenty-eighth of April, and con- 
tinued there till the tWrtieth of the same month; that 
he anriv^ at Carlisle, in the state of Pennsylvania, on 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



the niaili of May, and at Fort Pitt tm Aetweuty-se- 
cond of the same month. It appears that no monies 
for purchasing supplies were furnished, at Carli^, 
which was the place of rendezvous for the inlisted sol«» 
diers, on the ninth of May; and that Mr. Smith, agent 
for the contractor, was actively engaged in furnishing 
su]^lies for the troops, <m credk. 

It appears by letters from John Kean, another of 
the contractor's agents, that no money had beenreceiv. 
ed by him on the eighth of May, and it appears that 
on the twenty-tlurd of M^ch, there was advanced to 
WiUiam Duer upon the last mentioned contract, £rom 
the treasury, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars; and 
that there was advanced upon the first mentioned con- 
tract, the sum of seventy thousand dollars, in the M* 
lowing sums and at the following dates, to wit. 



March 22d - - 


10,000 dollars. 




AprU 7th - - 


. 15,000. 




April 25th - - 


- 15,000. 


, -r 


May 7th - . 


- 20,000. 




July 20th 


- . 10,000. 





It appears from the correspondence of general But- 
ler to the secretary of war, from the ninth of May to 
the nmth of June, repeated comjdaints were made of 
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bXai iQismaxu^ements and neglects in the quarter mas- 
ter's and military stores departments, particularly as to 
tents, knapsacks, camp kettles, cartridge boxes, pack 
saddles, 8cc. all of whicb articles were deficient in quan- 
tity, and bad in quality. 

The pack saddles particularly, were made in Phihr 
delphia, which with the transportation amounted to 
more than double the price at which they might have 
been procured at Fort Pitt, and were found, upon exa- 
mmation, to be imfit for use; the arms sent forward ap- 
jpfear not to have been duly examined, and arrived at 
Fort Pitt extremely out of order, and many totally un- 
fit for use, which circumstan(:e rendered repairs abso- 
lutely necessary, and added to the delay of the troops 
at Fort Pjtt, 

It appears that a great proportion of the powder 
supfd^d for die use of the army, was not of good qua^ 
lity, though an experiment was made by major Fer- 
glison at Fort Pitt with a howitz, who reported in fa- 
vour of the quality of the powder. On the nipth of 
June general Neville, another of the contractor's agents, 
informed general Butler, that he had not at that time, 
received any monies from the contractor, for the pur- 
dias^ of provisions, &c. for the troops, and was ob- 
liged to supply them on credit, that the country fur- 
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nished provisions in abundance at a ^h^ rat€> ^hen 
money was had for the purchase. That shortly after 
this information was commtmieated to general Butler, 
at his request four hundred tk41ars wa^e advanced to 
general Neville by the quarter mast^ for the pifircheise 
of provisions for the troops* The troops arrived at Fort 
Pitt in the following order j to vA^ 

May 16th— Captain Sough, ^ixty^nine men. ' : > 

May liBth— Captain Powers, seventy-eight flften. 

May i 9th — Captain ' Cribsy fcMTty tatnz ^m^ da^ 
captain Guthrie, twenty-three. ^ . : . . i 

May 25th, Captain Armstrong, sevcnly-six^ same 
liay captaia Kirkwobd, sixty- seven* . . 

May 28th— Captain Snowden, onohundred anfl on^. 

June 2d — Captain Sparks, ei^y three. ' 

June 3d — Captain Butler, sixty-one; same^ day cap- 
tain Brock, eighty-two; same day, captain Vanswarin- 
gen, eighty-eight. -^ 

June 5th — ^Captain Pike, seventy-three; total, B^icblMS- 
ing officers and privates, eight hundred and forty-tivo; 
and left that place in the following order; iriajoir Ffer- 
guson with captain Armstrong's company, about ftie 
first of June; captain Snciwden, with the troops under 
his command, on the .... day of . . . ♦ 
major Gaither, with about five hundred men, twelfth 
July, and on the twenty. second August, the last ^ the 
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wo^ wilder the comiituuid of captadn I%elmi, anQ ge^ 
neral Butkt* wilb the quarter, master^ ba the tweilf • 
^xth of August 

it appears that generad Putler had orders from the 
department of war, to ()ro<)ect the frontiers with the 
ttvaps UiMdr his command, and that the delays in 
sending die* troops forwaid from Fort Fitt, arose pardy 
frt>in thuDdroumBtance and psotly from die temporary 
#ant of supplies of {provisions atid other necessaiies, 
and from want of the necessary boats for their trans- 
foitsii^otiy which were not in readineiss sb soon'^ thb 
tfoc^swere; it s^pears that gen^dl Btfd^ acttd wlfii 
abilit^r, activity, and deal, in hidi ^onimahd at Fort^ 
Pitt, and that the delays of the troops there cannot be 
imputied to his want of judgmetit, or his want of 
exertioti. 

The troops met with considerable difficulties and de- 
bys in going down die river, from the low stdte of the 
WK(!er,>9nd arrived at Fc»t Washington in the fc^ow- 
ing cMtler — captain Mumfc^d, from North Carolina, 
with about fifty men, on the . . • day of 
major Ferguson^ with captain Armstrong's coiripany, 
on the . • . day of . . major Gaither, Math 
the troops under his cothmand, on the . . • day of 
. . Colonel Darke, with the troops under his com- 
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masttl, onthe i. . . dacf c£ .■ * smdthe Ken* 
tucky militia^ on the ... . day of » . • 

The anny, consbting of about two thousand non<- 
cbmmissicmediofficers and privates^ moved from Fort 
Waslungton by ordiers from the commander inchiefi 
to a i^ieis five or six miles from tiience, caUed Ludkiw*^ 
Nation, where ^y continued till the seventeenth df 
September, 2t which time the whole atmjrvamouiitedtQ 
aboul two thousand three hundred ncm-commissioned 
offii^rs. tod n^n fit for duty. That the price of radons 
^lF(^rWa$hingt$Hi, agreeal^.toconttiict, wii»:6:8p4^ 
£K^ pf ajdpflfMC per. ration, tlie price df r&tions^at Lud^ 
low's station, 15 1-4 90ths of a doUar per ration. 

Tliat the inducen^nts c^ the commander in chief to 
this movement, appear to have been to furnish green 
forage* for the horses and beef cattle of the army; to 
in^^ct the soldiery in field exercise, and other neces- 
sary discipline; apd to deprive. them of the means of 
intoxication, which were very plentifully suppUedat 
Fort Washington, and used to an exdessive degree by 
the soldiery, to correct the excessiye use of whidi the 
most rigid attention to discipline was found incompe- 
tent. 

• Note 8, See Appendix. 
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1Mb*. Bodgdm was appomtedqtiart^rmairtier.geiitralm 
Uie month tit Marqh^ and ccmtinued at Philadel|^ un*^ 
tit iburdi Jmie; he dien proceeded to Fort Pitt, \rberc he 
^mved die tenth of die same moitth; oo suficient cau* 
ses haye sq^pear ed to the committee to jusKify ^m 6gr 
hjf and Ub presence with the urmy appears to Ihave 
been .es^ntkilly necessary pseviouaiy toilet time; the 
duties of .the. commander in chief were twkdk inoreasf 
ed in ccfnseqiience of the absei^ce <^ the quatter master 
general, and. after a ^pominued expect^ion of his anri* 
val at Fort ^^hington, for more than six weeks, the 
commaader in qhief gave him express Mders, by tetter, 
to r€|>,sar to camp without di^y; 

The receipt of the letterv is aclmowledged, bat the 
orders ccnitainied therein, were neither atiswemd nor 
obeyed, and hisamval at camq) w^no^ui^ the^jtte^ 
of September. The commander in chief, utttil that 
time, in addition to the duties of his office, dis(dUb*gfQd 
those of the quarter master general, and the military 
stores fumibhedby that department were so ^fioient 
from mismanagement and nef^lect^ tfaat;many tlung$ f^- 
sential to the movements of an army, were either 
wJMUy made or repaired at F<xt Washin^n, and ev^n 
the tools for the artificers to work with: the qiNKter 
master particularly informed the con^ander in chief, 
that two complete travelling forg^ were sent forward. 
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0aA'wpsffi'^wtma^^ be 

fridiOQ^^m anvil; ihany odwr thkigs, equalfyi^fiessaf}^, 
tinetc cither wholly rnxMed^ or unfik fer^dictf iirtcwtefl 
use. These were six husdned and seiveotyr^e jstoid 
0$ mos %t Voft Washiagtontbe first of Juqe^ md «ioit 
0f them tota%^ outiof repair* The copmiahder ki 
chief . apt)ears to have beesi correot and attat ^ ye m sdi 
his ccmimimicatiofts with^he liecretafy ^f ntvUs^mid 4xi 
have discharged the vanous 4atks w|it|:h 4evah(bd 
lipon hkn^ with al^li^^ aG^v%, ami zeal.* 

The.armjr «ioved from LudOow's atatibn bn ^ se^ 
venteenth day of Sept^mber^ and arv|vcd at^ tlie |ikie^ 
where Fort Hamilton 15 now erected, on the . • . 
dfy/iDe SepteiAber; itbey: employed abQift fi|beGa!days 
fomldM^that fort, .and then proeeeded- ia iimr wemxAi 
Ib^ dte^iAai^ whem $!art(f eierscm is nowi dreol^ forty* 
fetfcr iniles ih advance of Fort Haniffllion, .iidiemtheyi ar<^ 
rivfd Oil the twelfil^ October, aiid commenced their 
Daarob -froiid that place on the twelnty.fouith> of the 
sanie month. That the arrpy, at 4his<iime|eottisted of 
seventeen hundred ii<m-ocmimis6k»»ed0fficer& and p^^^ 
vates fit ibr duty; at this time the army had not! more 
than thme days' rapply dT flx^iir, aqd were sMi^tmiei 
U on^ fomrth, and «ometUnes at one hdf aUowaa^e of 
1^tan)cle» the deficiencies of which' aUowant^e, were 
iidiide up by increasingilie.quaDtliy of besef, wi^ which 
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a#vsii»cefji, tiMt iHi|Kck»t ^eneeo Ah^ for tbe hm^G^ 
001114 ftot be procufied, fhnft which ck«iisA6t«iQe oiany 
c^'/djip hoi?sw9 w»B ;tot8ttyrloat^ oani (Miheiti rentiered i^. 

pie^mmA m^ywiAi to gMroee^ wilii'l^ e^^pedkioii^ 
spjqdui^ ^^.mi^opmion <tf tbecomrniltoe^ :tope# 
<4ii^$^ tlieicommsuiiier to clufef fr^ntettefctnptigai^ dbi 
Qreliwrelatwref to the object ! 

:.'■•.,'■ . , ■ ■ ' ' : ' r 
Qn 1^ ij^r^-firat October, abpmt ax^f of the Ken^ 
tacky jtnSitia deserted to a body, and^the first regiment, 
cgmi^t^ 0f about tbree h^ildred cflecittve men, wds 
detached wiA^.view to cover a cwivoy of provhoons 
whiph was expecled, and which it was su]^sed was to 
danger fi^m tho deserted imfitia, and to i»*event £Euihev 
^sertionis. 

On the third of November, after detaching the first 
rcf^ment, the army con^t^ of about fourteen fauo^ 
dred effective jnen, and on the morntog of the fourth^ 
about half an hour before sunrise, a general attack wa^ 
comnienced, aadtoafew xsJiHitestha^ter nearly the 
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mffaole iarmy wi^ surrbun^ed 1^ the- l^hemy, l)ie ac^km 
o&ntinadi about fodfr^ hours, duriiig ^klb, sevie^^dlar- 
ges were ma^ by a part df the cirtny, wl^h cati^ iint 
e^emy to gite way,' but produced tio good'efect; the 
attack was unexpectedi the troops having been jtist 
dismissed irom tKe morning psirad^: it commenced up-^ 
on the militia, ^o were in adi^ance of the main ariby, 
and who fled through the main anny without firing 
a gun;^ thisit^ircumstanee threw the troops into sx^me 
dkor^rywh^itr appears ti^tf hever completely reco- 
vered during the^acticKn; tiie fire pf the army was con* 
stant i.butjnot well dk-ected, and it appears that a ^p^ 
c£ the troops behaved as weU as could be expected 
from ti^eir state of discipline, and the manner and sud- 
dem^sft of the atta^; the cotnmahder in ctnef appears 
to have bdenicooland deliberate in the whole actbn, 
and the officers in geo^ral active aiid intrepid; the whole 
Older of fnarcb, as far as the committee are capable 
of expressmg an opinibn, appears to have been judici- 
ous^and Ae ground for action well chosen; the retreat 
was disorderly in the extreme; after it was commen- 
ced no orders were obeyed, if any were given, the men 
tia\'ing lost all re^rd to discipline 6r control; all the 
precaution seems to have been taken for the safety and 
comfort of the wounded, whicn the circumstances of 
the case would admit of. '- ^ 

•Note 9. See ApphtuSiK. : .' 
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fore tliem to asertain the number of the eAem^ ia action; 
there were various conjectures as to the nun^bar, from 
dtfiereo^ persons^ from five hundred the lov^st, to om 
thousandor twelve hupdred the U^e^t. 

Mr. Barton^ a vdtneB9 examined by the^c^mmittee, 
converged wHh a chie£:at Niagara, who was in theac* 
tioui and was by him informed, that the numbet^c^ the 
enemy in acticm was one thoi^sand^u^ forty, and that 
six hundred more had convened, but were engaged in 
bunting at the time 6[ the action I|e was ^so 'm* 
formed that the enemy had not collected in any con^- 
derable. numbers, untUafew ^B,ys before- the aqtipn. 
This infomiatbn appears to be cjCMrrobopted by s^me 
circumstances sufficient to induce a belief of th^^&ct 
in the committee. 

The contractor?, for su^es, agreeably: to the term 
of contract, were to furnish horses, &c. for the trans* 
portation of the suppHes^ in this condition of the contract 
there was a total failure, which compelled the com- 
msmder in chief to direct between six and ^ven hun- 
dred to be purchased by Israel Ludlow, one of the eon- 
tractor's agents, to draw bilis on Mr. Duer, the act- 
ing contractor, for payment, which bills were indorsed 
by the commander in chief, to the amount of about 
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ianbcmt^ mi^fM a« tli^ tre^tftjr) the {M^r^^itt^can^^ 
by theigeftttof the cbMriaMf m dsivcdM h^rm^'^pj^ 
to ha^ bem tqtsOly tmflet|i»i]it£4 w^Hittt^b^MdGb^s^ 
and from the WAirt of'beils, fa^p^, anddthi^ MciMdH- 
ries of thajt kind, aswell as frqm other gross imsQia- 
mgeitteitt) many <^ ihe Itottes wsi^ldsc, ^idic^^A^ten* 
^ed u^t for serviog; from whidi eaufii^i^^ t|»^ «we 
Mt pacA^or^s toficieM td tmn^it the ik^i^esfteiy 
^ai^y of Aour frdtiv F^ W^shldgtcm fetr tik^Wd «f 
tfie mufijr on the^ Mar^^ lA^ M^^^mtm^iige i^ttttded 
tlie executicxi of the ei^Mon# 

The diieeips, agreeably to tfce terAs^ of coirtfaetj had, 
an electicat <rf drawing the whdie off the raJfetas, to 
y/A&ck their rank intiHed dtetii, or dF receiving thb con^ 
tract price in cash; the ccmtractor's agents, not bdng 
furnished with money fen* this purpose, gave rise to a 
^neral ordfef, by which ttkf (dkeir was Reeled to^re- 
ceive fhmi ttie contrac^^'s^ aq^^ a xieitiEi^e celSeit 
a due blB, of one of which th6 Mowing is a C^. 

" Due ms^or H. Gaither, one hundred and seventy-^ 
three CGfmpteat rations, .on the roirte ta Miami ^age, 
as appears by Mr. WHson's ccrtiftcatei^' 

Robert Earnest for Mr. Di^er. 
Fort IF&shingtoftj JVav. ntk^ 17^1. 
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This due bill, issued; upon the Oder's signing some 
siitit^ctio»foarlji3:?whole ratioikJj, whieh acknowledg- 
xhtaty &rm$ a vcmcher for settlenieart to the cofttractoar. 
With 1^ bre^wy departmejit, and this officer is i'efilsed 
payment for Ih^se due; bilhaj} the pafi-office: aU casu^ 
^w hjf which those eyidsnce$ of debt become lost 
or destroyed, ar?^ the g^ln of the contractor, and the 
losBpfthec^ceT, 

It b suiggiestcd by the jseo^etary of the treasury, 
though not wiJfe positive certaintj^, that a sufficient 
siiQi wiil be fou^d due from the treasury to the con* 
ttmtm WpW^ ^ fiiwl isetjjement, to cover all these 
dej>ts to the officer; the geaeral wJer wWch had the 
qpieration before steted, citmtinued ift force atoout five 
qr^ weieiks, and ^^ abolished about the nineteenth 
October. The privates of the levies received but three 
dollars pay each, from the time of their inlistments to 
t;he t^me c^ their respective d^sch^ges, and were actu- 
^y discharged without pay or setdement; notes of 
discharge were given them specijFying tl^ time of their 
service, and bearipg indorsations, that some advance* 
ments had been made to them on jiccount, without 
stating tl^ aniount, the object of which is suggested 
to have been to prevent transfers; the intended eflFect 
was not produced by the measure; the notes were sold 
for trifling considerations; the real sums due on the 
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notes were various, from ten to twettty^five dolkrs, 
and they were ofteh sold for one doUar, or one gallon 
<rf whiskey; the monies tor the pay of the levies, did 
not leave Philadelphia till the fourth I>ecember, nor 
arrive at Fort Washington till the third of Janu-, 
ary 179^, some time after the last irilisted levies were- 
known to be intitled to their discharges;* two rcasoife 
have been assigned by the secretary of war for this dc- 
ky of payment, the one, because there was no regular 
paymaster to the army, and the difficulties of transmit- 
ting monies to the army at so great a difetance, in con- 
sequence <rf thje want of such an officer; and the other, 
because it was supposed the army woidd be at 'the 
Miami village, so far advanced in the wilderness, as 
not to admit of the practicibility of discharging tibe' 
levies,* the total defeat of the army not having beeii 
counted upon, » 

The clothing (ot the levies appears to have been 
of very inferior quality, particularly coats, hats, and 
shoes, thelast of which, in many cases, lasted hot more 
than four days, and better clothing furnished them up- 
on their inlisting4rito the regular service, which was, 
for a time, countenanced by the commander in chief.f 

• Note 9. Seel Appendix- fNote 10. See Appendix. 
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\^^a:iG^s modes appear ta have/ been jpursyedi by ^ 
olj^ers in inlisting th^ levi^, which occasion^td great- 
imeasiness and some confusion; ^ considerable part oC 
the Virginia battalion was so inlisted, that the termn^ 
of their inlistment appears to have expired the first of 
November; the orders to the rechiiting officers appear 
not to have been suffici^^ntly. expUcit ypon ^his:point: 
wt^ther the terms of inlistment were, to commence at ^ 
Ihetimeof inlistment, or at the arrivd at a place of 
rendezvous. The militia appear to have 4:>een com* 
posed chiefly of substitutes, and total^ ungovernablq, 
aiid xiegardl^ of nulitary duty, or subordination. It 
appears that <he commander in chief had it in con- 
templation to commence the expedition at least pne 
month earlier then it was commenced, with the force 
he tbexk had» whidh was not very di£^r^t from the 
real forx^e in the action, but wa^ prevented for the want 
of the quarter master and contractor, and ',m conse- 
quence of the extreme deficiencies and derangements 
of the business of those departments; the person sent 
forward by ^ quarter master being totally ikcompetent 
for the busmess, and the agents ;not being su$cient^ 
supplied with money to enabla^ iSn^^ . tp execute their 
duties. , 

It appears to the committee, that in the wilderness, 
where vegetables are not to be had, and the duties of 
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A6 soldier uncoinmcwilyhaiti, the rdtions attbtx^eidliy law, 
if completely supplied, are insufficient. This cirbtim- 
stancc, with others, produced discontent ^hd deiijrtioh 

7 

among the soldiers, ^ 

It appears to the' tbmmittee, that there were app^ro- 
priated for the lise of the war department, for the year 
otic thousand seven hiindredand ninety-one, tne sum of 
ilk hundred and fifty-twb thousand, sidven hund^d and 
sixty-one ddlars, itid sixty-ohe cents; and that thterie 
have been advalhced liy the treasury to the Wat de- 
partment, upon that appropriation, fiV6 hiihdred aind 
seventy.five i^ouisand, nine hundred iand six do!laris| 
and fifty-seven cerAs, to wit. 

179L February, advanced - jS 15,000 00. 

Mamh do -• . . . 46,00220. 

April do. .... 106,10)5 2b. 

May do. - - - . 80,109 80. 

June 'do. - * . L 55,367 42.' 

Jify do. ... - 1^4,165 39. 

: August yo. . • . ; U,5S4 S9. 

Septettthift^f/'. : . . 14,79b\53* 

October do, . . ^ - /184 81. 

November do 107 28, 

1792* January do, . ' . . . 33,753 

February do. v • ^ . 43,562 61* 
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irff. IkfiUtfe, iidtaiatd t ^^ . 1,741 fe. 



amounting to S 419,3 U 1. 
To which add monies borrowed from 
the bank of North America with- ' 

out interest, on loan 156,595 56, 

. .1'' . / . i .- .. ' > . .^ ' , --'^-^ ' '-^ - -- > '• 

And thai the! treasury *ihs ahvays been ihi^eadih^ 
to make the requisitfe^i^vances Upon the request of thfe 
secretary of war. Jp does not appear to the commit- 
tee, .ih what manner or to what amotint thesie advance- 
ments have been disbursed, the accounts not being' 
yet set^d it tl»e tre^sdry, nor W0^ it possible, fix)m 
^e nature of die case, that tiiey tould, at this time^ 
have received a^iy i^mbiusive or siatb&ctory informal 
tion €b tikat pmiit. ' 

$*rom the foregoing state of facts, the committee sugl 
gest the following as the principal causes, in their opi- 
nion, of the failure of the late expedition under ma- 
jor general St. Clair. 

l^e delay in furnishing the materials and estimates 
for, and in passing the act for the protection of the 
frontiers; the time after the passing of which was 
hardly sufficient to complete and discipline an army for 
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wchmiieipqpe^tiQn, dMn@jt|ie^Y«miq! n^^^t^ of /the 
same year. 

Tl^e delays a>nseiq[i:^nt upop the gtp^ aii4 various 
mismanagements and neglects in the quarter masta*'s 
and contractor's departments: the lateness of the. sea- 
son at "v^di^e expedition was undertaken, the green 
forage having been previously destroyed by the frost, 
ao that a svifficiency pf , i^ub^isiteAce £pK the horses, ne- 
qes^ary fia: the army, could not he prQcuredf . . ; , , 

^-■•■■:" ■ ^ ..I^L ■:,,.:..,. 

The want ef ^^pline wd ^:5cperieniCe i» the froapgs^?^ 

. The committee conceive it tout justiep : to the com- 
mander in chief, to. say, that-in theii: opinion, ti* 
failure of the late expedHion cart in noresftect bte bnpu^ 
ted to his conduct, either at any time bfefpre.ca' during 
the action; but that, as his conduct, in aU the prepara- 
tory arrangements, w^s marked wi^ peculiar abiHty 
and zeal, so his conduct, during the action, furnished 
strong testhnonies of his cpplneas, and intre^Hdity. 

The committetfst^^llbst, as reasons for leaving the 
number of troc^s blank at particular periods, and the 

dates of some particular facts, blank, A? want of suf- 

... ^ . , 

• Note 11. See Appendix.. 
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ficienf time to complete the report with ti^uteness^ 
and, in some instances, the want of sufficient evidence. 



<rhe said report being read, resolved that the house 
i/dn, early in the next sessiont, proceed to take th^ 
same into conside]:ation. 
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'■-• /;; ■ ii; ■•, . 



EXTRACT 



* ^ j.i ,M'^ 



: 'C 



FROM THE JOCRNALS OF THE HOUSE OF RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES. 



fTednesday, 14,th Nov. 1792. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war, together with a memorial of Samuel 
Hodgdon, late quarter master general to the army^ re- 
spectively praying that they may be heard, and peraiitted 
to give information and explanations as to the cau^s of 
the failure of the expedition under major general St. 
Clair, which was read, and the order of tiie day, 
that the house do resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole on the leport of the committee appointed to 
inquire into the causes of the failure of the expedition 
under major general St. Clair, bemg called for, it 
was on motion made and seconded, resolved, that the 
committee of the whole house to whom was committed 
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tiaetippgl bf tSift ooilmkiee a^ypois^teA t^iiiquire j^ 
<sw$c^s/0f ttiefaiHii-edf theeltpecfitioiiuhd^ majo^generad 
St: etAi»i be ^ischfiUTg6dfti3ittth6 farther cbnsidi*^ 
ttieriof/aHdthtft the s^ rc|>oh, together wkh the let> 
^r <^f thesetttietajy (rf war, arid the memorial of Sanb- 
irtl Hogdolrii bd ^ottiniitted to Mr, Fitzsiramons, Mr. 
GHfes, Mh -Stedte, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. tmleyj Af. 
ter this committee^ had reexarhmed the former report, 
and all the new documents and witnesses that had been 
introduced, and received the communications of the 
secretary of war and the quarter master, I addressed 
them in nearly the following words, and I am sure to 
this effect. 

Gentlemxk, 

When I appeared before the comnuttee last session, 
I confined myself to shewing that, to whatever causes 
tte failure of the expedition was owing, none of them 
had proceeded {com me, either direcdy or derivatively; 
and if from the observations I have to make, blame 
should seem to be thro^/ra on the secretary of v^ar and 
quarter master, they have themselves to thank for it, 
by endeavouring, as they have done, to transfer the 
great share they had in producing the misfortunes of the 
last campaign from themselves, and laying it uix)n me, 
a weight I am not willing to bdar; and the examination 
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-of.^ihe evidence t)dsig bow gone ifa^n^, I begHbav^ 
iwithout. fmthet prefece, to submit the kiiovmgob^ 
servs^tiQtis, which though thrown together m greJrt baste, 
^fipr ypu.w^ll know the little time that was aUowedme) 
I . (;:Qnfidently believe you will find in perfect uniformi^ 
tQ ,the whole pf the testimony adduced then, and now, 
apd that they wiU point to die true causes of the £i9i- 
ure which is the object of your inquiry. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



•< . .'J 



ON THE, STATEMENTS MADE TO THE COM- 
MITTEE BY THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND 
THE QUARTER MASTER GENERAL. , 

- * ^^- '. > ,'-i.-- ■ ■' " '/ - -i. : h .\ . . 

'f Hfe fitiii obeeivation of the secretary which I dtett' 
takeiKMice;of lijtt thes6 wordsy (see his third page)1 
'^diat-aibr'gimeFal directions given, the secretdryiof.' 
WUr'e&nlnot be responsibleiibr die coiidiict of die quar^ i 
ter nbaster general, o)i Axf ponctual execiidon of tl^i 
cdiHMctors while /i;wth the anb This is feadUjr^ 
aSlK^^ ' But sbcAdd tlKquarter master be widiheld 
from^jttiiimg the army by the seta'etary, or empkiyed^ 
by him in business foreign to his office, whereby the 
duties of it arq improperly delayed, and any iU<>Dnse- 
queiKies should foUow, the secretary would be re^xm**.! 
siWei^''- • ■■-•-.■• • . " ^ ; .' :: ;•- 

T?hfe isecretary, in a fetter to geiieral Butler of dw^^ 
nineteenth Jupe'(se€ hb page dnrteen) says,^ that he^: 
general Buder, had iiiade frequent complaints of fetalr; 
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xnismanagement in Uic quarter maM^Ta- mxd iplitarjr 
store department, and observes, that tbey^ l^ been 
remedied in the fc^owiog.n^nner, to wit, " The.dotlu 
ing and canteens ior CUrWs hmd\oi\ must Jjaye amir- 
ed about t^p^ 4r«t i^^stgrnj^. $^M( ^f^ t^s^sent £m-- 
wiffd to make capap kiftdes at ¥prx Pitt. Thel^n»p> 
sacks were neither strapped n^aa^p^iited^ bi# tbe quar- 
termaster v^io fqtvfdtd b6th pmn^t iM iti^a^r'^B(rf^ 
to remedy this matter entirely, I have directed a suffici- 
ency to be painted and strapped here, arid they wiu be 
forwar^d in a {&w days." It appears, then, that de- 
ftfa** ill Ae eqnipmatts 0f jflieotrjp^pfedavteaosf Ij: to 
h^l^ in the %^ qxMn W^*wteSf)iiob^bo& ibi&j 
tiD^ July^ on Liiftiichjdigr tfaeobainfiiigniayia^oeiite^rfp'* 
beri^ndd, were tobe rtowlidti byo^^l^ tbftMor^Kr/ 
tolie forwarded to Fort Pitt fr^ob Bbil^cifib^ intc^i^w.^^ 
d^fr after the mhet^efObdayrbf fiiviie,\>^]1d omd^-m^ ^ 
r^cKthat plkcer muchnnd^vM Stt5i9ti4^^it4i th^^j^^ 
Would be>fiive j?uiidHcd'mitt^frban&rt;W^ 

-fa'dieHsaTOe ksttXcpy spfcaflLMfex^fn^iqmrt^ W^^fiRib 
he^5ays,i'tl Itove directed himjtb tate©^(#*ia4#^ JBft^p 
such preparations as you may deem essential and wbii^v 
have not been done already/' After having detained the 
qtiarttar masteir te P^%d^pb»r#Qmithe, ifeim^/Ql^igp- 
IVCH4ittottitan:.M|tfcAi t»it|i^ji(MjftbJu^fet^|»rtpa^^^^ 
Wa$i.tsfientiaI^i^cra5jsent".tir>F*rft{3KHt tftffal^ftbft ap^vifie;^^ 
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^ tju^r.w^^^ eo«qpta(^ wd id ri^ ligbt Hm, qowttS 
m^lllf^ vii&vred.it: ; for, lui exf^^oa^^rd^ frOA th^ comV 
t^if^f in <birf, could not bring him awajr frotti th^moey 
bsttsu^f^ as be ba&.9aid; gentfid B«tl^ thotiighfc/bim/ 
xB{»i^ usefoUy: emp^^^^d. ^hei^ Uon be "WDuld l}€ at: 
hpt^ quarters. A pn]f)er combins^iim of cii^umistati* 
ce^u^^msto bav^ Jbeien wanting in the secretary's 
pftind^jiftFben be:j^tin6d geno^al BuUer, that Afe 
m^^oa^igeni^nt^ itf > tiie:)(|iiarter master's ^purtmeiit. 
wcmid; be renioiied^ bf itftmles, to be sent to FcMt PittI : 
ttmM VfhjkMl^^ aikr the Hruaett^nlh Jitne> and could 
itt^limibr^l^b^^li^ altarihe time4he.wbole'arm]r,eote4. 
plamlji i^q^ppediJiand |)ro*ided at ^ pcsnta^ otig^t to 
haj^ )«^a :«» .F!P« W»Sbington, ^nd nmny hundred 
nites^b^jroiHi it* 

, Inj^ sij^t^en^jjage^ the s^^r^my observes, **if 
oi;g^/tlso to be rememberjsd that PhUadelphi^ was a 
o^mon ceiiit^e;, from whioh all ,the stores were suppHed, 
exi^tjU^ tho^ furiHsh^d ^n the eastern states from the 
arsenal at Spicingfi^; tl^t the numerous articles for 
the eqpipment of a body <^ men were to be prepared 
and.trapspprted^ to the respective battalion rendezvous- 
es as well as for the general purposes of the campaign, 
to Pittsburg. These circumstances being duly inves- 
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tig^Medyie 'would be rather a ci^aimstsinee^ appreba^' ' 
tioii than cetisure to find the sffticles, •so* sdon as tt^'le-' I 
attjrwere, transfkiSrted tlorthek fi^fJ6te)th^ir^ide&voiBi^'^^^ 
Veiy pobdHiIy Ihfe cktcvmstM6t^ mscy cfeseirVe s<3«ftlt ' 
pnose* • ^ fiut^ there are other cii^uihi^at&ced w^h bii^Cf 
to Mvie beendtily invefif^gtted liy^tfi^ secretaiy^ befeMf 
he ^ciHedtipod ei^^mp2a^ho:bkickTr^ 
pa% by t»6op&' raised for sfefe^ ^aic^Hhs e^y, to> ^^ ■ 
vrfficther he had eqmpmeiit& forlhany ^Sdici if te had not^^ 
wiudthisr they could be pro\^idted md 1faftspb£tedb* to - 
wheresoever they were wam^^ &k time, su^^^^l^- 
ther the hufi^aroasatiklesin the'f^itna^ 
store di^partm^fe Were on* hsufid, (»- c^Md be prdvid6<t - 
afid trsuxsported Glee wise. If )t had a^>eared, W^lhat 
investlga^on, that ihere would be'a^ifeilure:fe,aii3f €*ie 
of ^m,%wit8 evident ttett ihe plaiM^^^ould; n6ibb<»^ 
riedinto execution. Whether it was 4nade cH^^ti^t { 
am not informed; but, certainly^ I was suffelred todepiirt 
in order to assume lAtt command, Without a h&Eit <rf 
the probability of a^ cfisappointihent hi any one dF^tbem, 
and had 1 hot b^Heved that feVcry tWftg eitJier was, ^ 
would-be in readiness to mo\retrcmiiS$k common vi^nfi'^ 
in due time to accord with that fixed for assenibljbg 
the troops, and beginning to qperafe, specified in the 
plan of die cartipaign, I should never have undertake^ 
to conduct it. 
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rThfsecarpti^^ in tlie seventMiM^ p^g^ mys, ^^ It b to 
lie (^^served that the six husdi^ed and sevtii^fiyc 
stand^crf* arms, menticmed isti thempoit to beat Fott 
Wafihi^;to|xoi^! therfirst' of> Jime, and A<^t c^ tbtm 
t«|atty out of r^pairi wefc^ no pan ,of the imns dcfiended 
OQ fw the cam|iaig»^'' tf it be m^mtji^ thpfiie. arms 
w«^ not depeidded: m for th^ froof s, itMis tadmi^te^; 
biit Itftdnone^^lseto df^nd ^^icHr ithe mititia. I 
im& Men greats iMimber$ of the loftlitift from Kentacky, 
who.werch^eniploy^ in the c^sipaign imd^er gpjmftl 
Iparmar^ sillied with; arms at Fort Washington, and 
I h^ itasoi^ to expei^ titiere would be a like necessity 
m!tbat to be led by me; of qowse the arms wo^ to 
li^p^;;iQ order. 

■"'"■. 

Bi the^^teo^p^the a&^rebuy sMies, that ^^ thft 
teiMs imw titew, die .bodws of the be$t Rtissk sfao^ti 
11%, but tibatit ought to be acknowledged an error 
vm& Blade, by way (rf savkig, df making the ends ;of 
inferior stuff.'' The tents were new, and the sheeting 
diey.were ihade of v^ry good. But Russia slitting 
k a very improper material' for tents. I had too much 
reason ito know that' the umien could not Kedry under 
that part of the tents which was made of the sheeting, 
andf was b^'&r the best part of them, and all the offi* 
6e|!S: represented it, as they were ^not permitted to oar- 
rjSiOh the: campaign, any other than scalers' tents. It 
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was a strn^ ^i^^^feg? to make ^ di^^'wlieli ait^ the 
most exposed parts ct tents when fiuAied^ of t&e utatst 
material; (it was that kind of cowse li^efircaUed ib'il^i^ 
^dls whichltMidt was used fer ^m^ eokrtieli^feik- 
gez, "fys, inspector, of the artny, has dedstred^ tti^Hie 
committee on oskki ^' that Aey woub} not keep 6iMtn 
idhtip <^ ndn«^' lad^ndent of' die >idj|iry the^lfntt 
tnvM suGiain, die vafaie of dieammutndbii whkA wwdB 
lA one camps^ be de6m>yed by ^iKAf tent^, 'wmkdi^ff^ 
^several tifl^es over fw ^)od onfe, Hc^ ^oe^^od^ >*^ ksttpi- 
isacks new, and of die same kitld ^xs/^' bf tte^ l»d^ 
Widiont complaint.^^ It has bb^in proof I& die 'oobt- 
m^e, dtot they were not kiiapsaf^i^bii^ fadVei^dcfcytt^ 
a kind of b;^ for carrying provisioi^tov • Thc^^il^eic 
not of the same kind^used by the troops, as a p p ea r ed 
firbm die depo^ti(9i8<rf general Ititfm^^iUHl piajc^ 2Si^- 
ler: it seemed, however, that snch fcnapsadks had lieeil 
given to a comp^ of retmits raised by tb9ckifl|or 
when a captab, and that they went to pieces befiure 
the company reached Lancaster; The 'first r^^imeot 
was comjdeted in knapsacks ra^de (of it at Fort W^sh^ 
in^ton by my or<fers. Whatever syrphis of those 
things caited knapsacks, lMt>oght on by tiie>iqiuati^ 
master, and remained 2^ Fort Wkshiogfon, is^^f nb 
consequence, for therfe was i;iot one of them therferat 
the time the army marched to the Miami river; and if 
there were ten thousand of them there ino^m, ©f therfcind 
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the levies were fur]:u$hed with^ th^ are useless as 
knapsacks. 

The secretary, in the nmeteenthpage, says ** that the 
arms and e^quiptnents were, of the descrif^on ^en is 
abondantly proved by the affidavits produced by Mr. 
Hodgdpn, to which I refer, and by the evidence of cap^ 
tain <jre<>rge Flemming, keeper of the public stores at 
West Poijit.," Mr. Fleinining*s evidence respects 
the cartq^g^ boxes. I should not have supposed that 
it would t^^ve been attempted to establish the good- 
ness of them by that deposition, because it proves too 
much. Mr* Flemming says, " I cannot help remaikirig, 
in my. humble opini(Hi, it would have been lavishing the 
public money to have purchased new andleft these to lie 
and r(^; it would; have been far easier for me, if I could 
have done it witii justice to the public, to have reported 
them unfit for service, than to have had the very disa- 
gnees^e task of cleaning diem of the old rags and 
other trash the soldiers hajd left in them; cleaning and* 
repainhg them, andtte intolerable smell Ae blacken « 
ing them with train oil and black paint occasioned.'^ 
It would appear from this passage that, instead of be- 
ing hung up and oiled from time to time, which, if they 
bad b^en intended foi>further service they would have 
required, they had been thrown by as useless, and 
w^^ lyii^ in heaps, and rotting> in filth, probably since 
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the conclusion of tfe war. If Cartridge boxes, eveft 
if they have never been used^ are not hung up and oSed 
now and then, the leather will shrink from the wood, 
aSid th^ will become useless, ^ht other affidsli4ts 
Inferred to, are either those of the maker of the itfd* 
des, at of the persons who had been emplojred to jkrff- 
them ill repair. Would the tent maker, for exatopfcf,* 
come forward and swear that he had impo^d upon the* 
public, or the gunsmith that he had done his woit nil-' 
faithfully? But it is nicest prbbaWe, boA ^ Wh« 
they were employed to d6 faidifulfy; the tenl n^etker 
Mde z^ good tents a& could be made of the mat^ruSI 
he wa* directed to Use for the purpose, and the pm* 
sthlth cleaned the arms very well, but titvdr ejcainihed 
hbw the^r were put together. Besides, the ^ffidav%i 
are all in the hand writing of Mr. Hodgdbn^s clerk, 
questions and answers, except two; and these arc itk 
ofie hand writ'mg, drawn up in the isame mannet; and 
an taken eiparte, although some erf the persons are in- 
habitants of Philadelphia, and might have been exami- 
ned before the committee. 

In the twentieth page of the secretary's observations, 
this passage is found, " the force to be employed for 
the defensive protection Was trifilng, and intended as 
a substitute for the discharge of the militila, the ex- 
pensfe of which was intolerable;" and in^ the twenty- 
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JdmAfSf^ Tbefr»ti8 jqi> the fifth Maf , as foUowfi; " gew^ 
^3t* C^AU,Iaint^sfior(ned» hasc^eacen^Q^lthephV^ 
iit 4» i(Q Im pre$niii|ed he ^s left orders £pr yoa i^t Fort 
F^ lAlSh^e orders I hpF»c ^ has d^'ecfi^^rt^f 
'jfcii: lefk^ U> be p€«^ for tte coyeiri^ wppfirpwrt 
joiik^ OhiP, st> M^iAt thp »i^ti«, whP l»^ve l^ep caj^d 
jHwt^ytbif i(;<^fi«y l|pu^p9Wfe iiio^flr«he.dMf«c*ioii ♦f 
jUie {^%i<diMt of jth^ Unked 3%ites^ «si:c«pftain^Mf»r 
JirtMir <£iitm tenth March, should he diisebftrg^ ; ^ gitf t 
4C k^ ^skiovdd oat tove ii^truct«d ymi lapoii ^«gr;pf¥a(t 
(«id J^WIiijfc^WJreUopiiry i«ith ypp, #s tptlie d'wpe- 
£»te»ai»f i^08i«e .of ihe levies^ m4 i* ^uld be^ ypsr 
4»i^^p[|3«4»^il^ ti^^ m^ be u^,f9i:the .^figipqi^ 
^pniypcw^Hif 99imm ti^ «pppr pwt .p^f a? >(i^j.,i 

^^ y,ou Ip i^ them aecoirdii^y^" Jt wp^ ^"^^p 
Imn vfiry.je^traowfeiary indeed^ if I had iostrupfi^ jge. 
j^rfU Swler upon this poipt^ when the first ]p^4tipn 
igiyefttofqe pf suoh a u^ being intended to be i^^e 
ijof the .levies^, is cpi^ained »n a letter of jthc ?€)cafet»- 
ryt dnijted.at Phih^lfAHa <m the t«raity<reighd;i AfwH, 
«Qd } hi4)^ Pittebwg pn im twentyvfifth <gtk^ mm^ 
montii, ar^ which could nc>t hai^ iieaphed loe ^V tht 
]«nfr«^ «rf* )Miiy ch: the besmning of I^^ > 

The Bim^BS^ vrrites &$sm to geiiecal BuAer»t<^ee 
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ii^ b^v^ ^Brected tliat aH^tfab^ regulars;, ahd^iP^bedlfy 
part of Uie fcvics, de^icetid^ the QMo ta heiA qiftirters; 
it lifer ffom my int^Sntion ctf irtterf€<"ii% iii4he fcsae* 
wi^ his orders; my object is to disfcharge . thfe ^^^tsti 
con^tei^ with the other, objects ^ the baM4pa^fiu^' 
Got the twelfth May tfaati^sbess wass^ agakv' brc^eight tb 
'general Butler's view; ^^ I indose you a^^^licatd ^ 
uiyletter of the fifth mstan^ I beg your im»iadi*e;»^ 
tetition to the objects ^n^iiied iii it,' »r#ttWe t0,4ite 
dismissal of die' mUitia irf* the frontier e^faiMias;^^ 
*so<m/as the arrival of^^ levies wift^fidyij^Ml^ 
jsUre/' There is nb qualificf^n here ^iMk^T&8i^m to 
Bttf, bidets generid Biider iMght- havs^^efei^ved^ Simi 
tJHei Bat iagain, oh the nineteendt^-^'^%affii^^i»olM|i 
helWites, " when the lieVks shall arrive, 5^y^ou^ittN|e 
-the disposal of them by the general's dtdfefS-^ (to^i 
i?^sh hot to interfere with the tro<^ ^iftfer »dieir<^r#vsl 
at Fwt Pitt) It wiU beimportant jfliat tiiey ^^ukl* be 
suT^ged^so as fo ebV^,^ ftioi]^rs foi^'th^jp^sf^ftt'b 
oi'dfet th^iBe-pii^;^i mig^ be dbfel^gied.-^?/' Agfgaa m, 
the ''nkith Junfev irfter firing fresh dH^dctions^'di*> wffi- 
jedthfeaddsi^^biit as^I have: bi^ore kieniikLddi *it4s 
ittyidfesff^ to avmd the^ least inteifel-eiifce ^htthe ttf- 
ders of gena^ St,, CtiAjR; hii orderB'mitlsi^>bfe obi^. 
ed in all respects." What was an officer to-do iittl^s 
ca^? Here arequalifiadasd uilqu^ififiied (yffS^&^ ^3lnted 
«o^ the sanve ^j^t) Mnd tlMCii tliey !a£pt>^!^''^'^^^i^* 
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iilf>v^leall)r placing goiieral Buder itia vei^ extraordi- 
tetfy;«luatii[^V^ if 'he ^ iirliat ii^ 'secittaiy 'bf wsr 
annmisly wiiliedliiattO'iiO) it Would contf&vbne ^^ 
tdrddtsi he' Itt^! revived from ^m^^ w&idi he \i^ to 
^jbi^Jtii^^iieispeGt«}< Iffitd if he did<iiot4h>4t, lie would 
<!imiat^&Aei)^imAk^'U^ co^timie ah ebscrmous ex- 
pense lipotai the UiKiied^ States. But^ this i$: not the 
^fvtlme that the Mcitetiiy fbitned t}te bed of I^. 
erii^ttffi! ^thetWdirty.eighthApril,hbwevtt',Iwr5te 
'tb the Secreitaiy, that I ^wafs to leave Fort Pitt in two 
4iour^^ atid'difircMiKda<^> would be lelfit there for general 
*Bu^n to seiid>on ^levies as they arrived, confoim- 
l(id^:^tli^plaiidf diecaniqpi^;'k^ the ftrA of 
Mi^i '&om *&AlddngdBi, I informed him that from lo« 
dd ^cii^umstiikittes it Wai^ imfiTO for me to do any 
tt^ t^8{K^g^tl^ ix^lia of the uppet country, or 
-the d^n^ve pjrot«peti6^, and reqibested him to taii^it 
^^)6ti himeitlf, (see Biy letter of the first^of May,) all 
fear^iAerdbre, that i»*h iriterfin^ence woiild be dbsigree- 
ti^ ionie^ or iniprbper in him^- Was groundless: ^and 
€¥ery applk&tibn to me on 'that subject^ ^r the re- 
ceipt of that letter, which wascai the nki^enth Hiay, 
was siq)erfiu6us; to be sure, it never entered into my 
liead,liiatttiie secr^^uy oi war would authorize a dis- 
position ci:^kit troops; at an intermediate place, incon- 
sitent widi ^phmofthe campaign. It would seem 
4iial^ the 9eciif|iry w»sbc^ a cotain disposition of the 
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j(H-4teQidei«*fQrI.li»Qw ootjiri^jirhMkio «td]Ftlifsio, 

•)ftl% «ppe»;, SroniA p^^KH^ 19/ ^kttot ^^Jtmet- 

JO the n««iisie <^^ i24K^wi)liKlfl# P^WM^Iimllsr^^^^ 
]^ .pr(4Qlt^:of iUl&JNntioi: qpiiW^ r^idtaqMlkltl 
^ mlfoU ^>iifl«[i. (wn ib^ tbe asms^ Mgmumnifi^ }»iif 

^(k&c»r$<tfaU below th^jgqe^tJS^f^liM^ WitlwM^ 

««i{)e4 bjt^csia, tbejr flmem* Atjim J9f^tmJlm^i^ /niMih 

.g»i«ral JSutlsr vroiald Jteyejg9y«ditlb($. tJEoql^ oScsnte* 
ing so many tetteiis to bifin«od}lei»:,;fitiQ]ii,^licui9«MQ^ 
iu3cllHwe«lQaeitbeifait^iiie«s.: j ;.;- 

On iS»B iBiK^&k Myt -tte seowta^ MUtes /gtewid 
Butler (see his twentf^semMidi pa^o^ ^ kdeedM iialU)e 
proper that hothypu .^itheiif|iiai>ld^»tolir:^ioit]d^ 
at Fort Wacl^gton with M-ipiMsiNK jdespatcb.*}^ it 
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at a ^ rnubb ettrlier than ilie twtlM Jiilyi tlie camk 
paign having been ordeitd to open upon the tenth. The 
secretary knew, on the twenty-fifth April, that I had 
expected to meet die quarter master at Fort I^, and had 
couti^llBaMd to lum on the first and on the twenty-fifth 
JMleV from FtM WatOungton, of his absence. iSut the 
^uavier master had Men dettBned iii Philadelphia, bjr 
tbe witretetry^ uhittthe fidurth June; and it was not ttt 
ttrb daj^s after the f fane fi)r opening the campaign^. 
thai he dbeovered it would be proper for him and the 
sec«»kd in command to be i^ die j^ce where die ar* 
my wteto be formed^ wiA all pos^Ue despatch: truly, 
thk i;iw a notidblf '^Baeovery! 

In^die same ktter^ die seck^tary says s^am, ^ but 
every s<Ht of storea necessary for the campaign, 'whieh 
MUbe arrived at Fort Pitt, must precede or accom- 
pany captom Phdon.'^ He' had informed general But- 
ler, that captsdn Phelon^s detachment was to be consi- 
dered as die h&t oi the troops for the campaign, and 
would larive at Fort Pitt on the sixth or eighth of 
August: eveiy sort of steles for the campaign that was 
arrived at Tort Pitt, was to precede or accompany this 
detachment. It wotUd seem, however, that the secre* 
fary knew (from the expression, which shall be arrived) 
that all die i^tores necessary, were nc^ arrived there, and 
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wo^Id nottiie ^iftditlbffe at:theitittieibti expected c^* 
tain PhcJcHi tx>, feate it with Ihei^st^ol the troc^sior: 
tte dampaignb!; ■-.: = =,• .- ■ l?. •■- •.^' : ■ i-'- ,: • j i^-^Ji .-: 

;; / • . ,' ."..•/ ' ^ . / • ' :*--•': M-v- , ' 

06 tii^ eteventh August, the secretary.: xi<i:ritfcs raga^i* 
to general Butler in these wdrds, ^^ if. you should t^iei^e*-. 
forei)e still at Fort Pitt, it is ^he. dedded^ brderS: of )the 
president of the United StsUiesi,! that you repah: tb.head 
quarters with iaU possible despatch^rwidnalltliieitcoops^ 
officers, and stores Jdesjinedl for the dampalgri.^ . . I And : 
again on the twenty jfifth August, *^ T am ^ ccmimanded' 
by him (the president df the United <States»)> to mform 
yoii that he isby'no means satisfied (with t&e lofig^de-i 
tention of the tfoops on the uppeib {^ of dieOhio, 
which hfe considers as unnecessary and improper, and 
it is his opinion, unless die lughest^e&eirtions ard made 
% all parts of the army- to repair the^loss of die/sea^ 
son, that all the expenses that havd /-been \ made lor 
the campaign will be lost,» and thai ifleasures, from 
which so much has been expected^'^Ul' issue: ia dis- 
grace." On these orders I have nothing to remark 
except, that before general Miler would receive the 
first of them, it would be six weeks beyond die -diay 
originally fixed for commencing the o|5tcratiori$, and near- 
ly equal to the time which wasitiken tip by the army 
in marching, and'^cutting a road for i'artillery through 
the woods 'for ninety miles, and building two'consi- 
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derabk Cents; and that when the sec(md (^disr iss^d 
from the war office, neither general : Butler, ; iw the 
quarter nraster, nor the contractor's agent for trabspc^- 
tation, had gone forward, neither did any of them ar- 
riye at Fort Washington lin^ the tenth September. 
So much fpr the s^crdtary of war's observations oa 
his letters to general Butler: let us now see general 
Butler's letters to him. 

On tte ninth June, general Butler informed the se» 
aretary of the manner in which the levies were;dispo<- 
sed of for^the defifnce of the frontiers, and on >the twen- 
ty- thiirdv^.*;^tithpre. would be no more troops kept on 
the frontiers than what was really necessary for ^ir 
.d<^<snce; and that those should bediimied and^^totfor- 
Wsord, as conveys would be wanted to protect the caval- 
ry, stores, £qc. which should be sent on as soon as 
collected.". The secretary, then, m'ust have knowh, 
sdbout the middle of Juoe, the disposition general But- 
ler had made of the levies. He knew long before, tha^ 
the ord9rs I had left for gweral Butibr respecting them; 
if there was any thing in^roper in the manner he em- 
ployed them, ; or lincon^k^ieht widi my ordfers, ot with 
the obgecJts of the campaign, he ought to have ,coun. 
termanded it instantly; and, as he did hot countJerinand 
i^ it wis a tacit approbaticm of the: mseaaure. It seem- 
ed too, by the letter of twei^y-ihirdlune, above^meHf 
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tioned, ths^ neither cavalry nor s^es ivere Gcttedied 
at Fort Pttt on that day, i^hough the campsdgn was 
intendedto be opened oa the tentfi July. This error 
must have been omng to the detention of the quarter 
master in I%iladelphia if die cottection <^ cavi^, 
stores, Sec. could be made by him only in person; if it 
could have been made by another, by his orders, it 
was owing to his negligence. 

On Ae eighteenth August general Butler Hrfbnued 
the secretary that ^^ the quarter master had always been 
as forward in his arrai^ments as possible, nor does 
he know of any stc^ from any quarter, lohm titt 
troops were ready^^ but, as general Buder in;, 
formed the secretary in a letter prior to that, :4liat the 
troops, when they ^ arrive, were by no means ready 
to take the field from want of neces^Euy eqt^pments, 
there must have been a fault hoe somewhere, 1^ it lie 
where it may, and of course a stop, until h could be 
corrected: the dekty occasioned by it may have^^ven 
^e quarter master time to nudie his aorangements, and 
be ready when the troops were. But wfaait arrange- 
ments had he to make at IHttsburg besides ptoviding 
boats, and purclmsing lu>rses, 8cc? and ought he to have 
left that until half die time desdned fw the can^aign, 
which he had spait in Philadelphia, was dapsed. The 
boats and the horses, if he could not attend to it him^^ 
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fidfy nu^ teive been providedi and qugbt to bave 
been provided, long before his arrival at Pittsburg 
tliestores were seioit from Philadelphia in waggons, and 
of course in a situation to be embarked in boafs, and 
swtfy a dqmty (and he had one there) might have seen 
to th^ir embarkation. But I had, moreover, impress^ 
ed upon him > the necessity of providing boats imme- 
d&itdy, before I feft Philade^hia, because I knew that 
disiq>pointments, in them, for common purposes, often 
h»pp&acdi where a few only wei;e wanted. 

The concduskH^ the searebury has drawn, in his thir- 
ty-foiufth page, to wit, ^^ from the whole of this corres^ 
pcmdence, it a|^pett*s ttmt tte delay c^ the troops at 
Fort Pitt can in no wise or degree be justly diarge^ 
uppn the department of war, because the orders were 
kxtiftly discreticmary as to the emfdoyment of the le^ 
vies, ^id that the employment of them wa^ on the mea« 
sure being cons^ent with the orders of the commmu 
der in chief ai^ the main object of the campaign, is nc^ 
ji^.*' It has appettped that the j^ecretiuy was inform- 
ed of the orders that goieral Butler had received fron^ 
the commander in chief; that he was also informed of 
the manner in which the lev^ were employed, and 
that it was not consi^ent with either the orders of the 
general to general Butkr, or the objects of the csrni- 
paign« That he did not countermand that u^ being 
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HUKk of them> a^iough in po$ses^n of dioqie citeattir 
stances; and tKerefore although it was not sm express^ 
it was a tapit approbation of the maistn^.andl^tert 
thte orders from him to general Butler were so extceme- 
I}r obscure and contradictory, Ae reverse erf the s€<^!e^ 
tary's conclu^on is the true one. . 

I'he sajcretary, spesiking of the discrctimiary' pc^m&cs 
of the commander in chief (see page thirty-five mid> 
thirty *.inx) observes that, "in order tJiat tlas qms^ 
taon may be fully inves^^gated^ it will be necessaiy 
to resort to the said in^ti:ilcUon8 and Ifilt^is tliemsiriv^ 
The a)mmittee wo-e possessed of th^m iritipe, at 
the time 6f making th^ former report, and it is to 
t)e regretted that any circutn^atices should e:3dist to 
render it iniproper at present to produce allthe instru^- 
tioiis and letters tiyihc commander in chi6f, but it, is 
indiipensable that some of the jaindpal parts should 
ht hfere recited. This passage is to me wholly unki* 
teUigible. Are any part ctf my kistructions withheld 
fremithe commktee? Canary circumstance possiWy 
exist, to render it improper to produce to a committee 
of the house qf representatives, aU: dw instructions 
grpien'tothe commancter in dikf ;ofi an expediticm^ that 
failed, when thati^omtoittee is appcrint^, exprfessly, to 
inquire into the causes of its feiluit,^d' their inquiry 
may turn upon this point, w^ietti^r the inki'uctions wei^ 
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puYsuedor not? I do most solemnly dedare that, if afidte 
ofdersHavexiot been produced to the coihmittee, tltey 
iira^ trieveraD given to me? If the committee were ever 
kk foiseisaion of diem^ intiore, they are in po$sessi(m of 
them kidre at this momi^it. If th^e are any odier or- 
ders or instroGtio]:ks, I hopc'd^ secretary will produce 
them and account for their having been kept in petto 
imtil this late l^mr. I was in Philadeiphia^ not at the 
fimming the instructions, as ^e secretary states, but 
when ^y were £ramed. I was consulted upon the 
objects of the campaign, and the force necessaryto 
accOi&pti^ them# I gave infiofrmation of die proba« 
ble number of Indians that would be brought against 
lis* lithentl^ou^ the proposed fCH'ce equal to the de- 
s^: l think sositU acccnrdiiig to the calculations then 
ma^* But kt it be remembered that it was supposed 
^ the Indians who would be met widi in the field, 
iTOspe the Simvwmie^ the Mamies, a part of the Wa- 
teish tribes, ^md a part of the Delawares. The neu- 
trality of the Pipes tribe of the Delawares, of the Wy- 
aodots, of the Qttawes, and of the Pe^lewatamies was 
couf^ed upon; ami I repe^ it, had the calculation as 
-to their neutr^ity held, the force was sufficient. But 
the force of Ae enemy expec^d to.be met with, and 
^h which bnty our force was comparied, was increas- 
ed by the aecess^kin of aU those whb had been reckon* 
^i>pof;i tot«k^ no part, to whlqh h to be added a 
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great number, npt less du^ seven of eight huxidred of 
^ more north^ly Chipeways. Neirerthdess, had the 
expedition proceeded in |>roper time^ oQ would pro- 
bably Imve been well; fot^^ it k now^fcndwn^ that it was 
but a few ^ys \^om the action that inany of |Imr re* 
infoifcements joined them at the Miami towns* 

The secretary goes on, and after, having laid befoicr 
^e committee, (see hb sixty *nindi V^) <^i^tam eis- 
tracts from the instructions, ai^ si^seqi^nt letters to 
me, assumes the pcrint as proven, which^ if thbre is 
fiEieankigin words, and tfiat meaning ma(te obvious 
from other cu-cumstances, can never be estaUshed, td 
wit, ^' that it vnll not appemr the orda'S U^ibe Gommsm** 
der in chief to proceed with the ei^dttbn, wereso^^i^ 
press and positive as to predude him fr6m exerek&iig 
any dbcretion relatively to that qbject; but that it wHk 
rather appear he was constituted ^e scde and con^^^ 
tent judge of the fwce and arrangements wMc^ v^roubi 
insure the objects of the expedition, and invested vdA 
plenary powers for that purpose/' In ^e bbstrvatiimis 
I submitted to the committee last spring, it ni^isf^e- 
ved, I think beyond contradiction, tteit the ord^^ to 
proceed with the expedition were express and po^Ve^ 
and that no discr^ionary power to lay it aside was 
vested in me; but he now observes that I had foil pow- 
ers to remedy dl deficiencies, and infers from thence 
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th^t I had i^iwartolay tibe expedition a«de, which ap» 
f^ears to me to be a very curious inference. The com* 
Vfftti^t wUl please to recollect, that the number of men 
to be employed up(Hi the campaign wa3 settled; my 
power, therefore, to remedy deficiencies in that respect, 
must be confined to the ori^nal number; I had no pow- 
er to increase it; yet, had it appeared necessary to in- 
crease it, and additional i^umb^ could have been ob« 
twined, I certainly would have assumed the power to 
have mad^ an addition, ai>d trusted to the necessity of 
the case for my justification. In the name of common 
aense, can [^btiaiy powers to rem^y deficiencies in 
force, in supplies, and in means of any kind necessary 
for the altaimnent of an object, contain a power not to 
attempt the attainment of it? m^ when the officer to 
whom the plenary powers were ^ven had served him«. 
sdf oi them, could he de<:line the attempt when va^ 
expenses too 1^ beoi Vdade, and the public expec- 
MduHi nused to a very great heighth? If he had laid it 
aside^ tl^ose plenary powers would have been urged as 
the strongest reason to c<»demn him for the measure. 
But, there b another circumstance which shews that it 
could i^ver have been the design of the plenary pow- 
ers as they are called, to invest the general with a discre- 
tionary power to lay aside the expedition, to wit; the 
principal part of the troops to be e^aployed in it, were 
by law to be raised for six mconths only, though " by a 
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latitxide in some of th^ recruiting instractioiiSj'' the 
time of service of a part was prolonged tiR six mondis 
iafter their arrival at certain places of rendezvous.^ The 
attainment, then, of the objects of the campaign was to 
be completed in six months dter thie arrival of the 
troops at those places; no discretionary poWer, Uiere- 
fore, in the sense contended for by the secretary, could 
exist: for it is absurd to say that the public would be at 
an immense expense for a purpose to be eflfected in six 
months, and that a power existed, at the same tifne^ 
in an individual to counteract the public will, and to 
determine that the purpose should .riot be attempted. 
It would seem, however, thatvtfie time for which the 
troops were engaged had somehow escaped the secre- 
tary *s memory. Had the commanding general oti thiat 
expedition taken it upcm himsdf to lay it aside, whal^ 
ever reasons had induced him to it, and how valid so- 
ever they might have been of theniselv^s, they w<ml4 
have had veiy little weight with the public, and the 
plenary powers would have been brought; fot*ward in a 
very dififerent point of view^ from the prascnt one: 
they would have been pressed home against him, and 
perhaps by the secretsuy himself, while th^ whole conti- 
nent would have t-ung from one end of it to the other, 
with the ignorance, the inability^ the Ire^cjieiy, and 
the cowardice of the general. 

• Note 12. See Appendix. 
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Candour, it seems, dictated t6 the secretary that the 
extracts from my letters (see pfeigfe seventy-two) should 
be accompanied by Othet parts of the said letters, and 
diey are adided to his observations as aii appendix. I 
thank the secrcitary: but, when he lAentioned that the 
army marched Only twenty. seven miles and a half fitoni 
the fourth October to the fourth' November, why did 
he not [mention, likewise, that they had a road to cu£ 
for the artillery ^very step of the way, ' and some coa- 
sideraWe bridges to build; that, in that time, they had 
built two large forts, with barracks in each of them ca^ 
pable of accommodating one hundred men, although 
they had been retarded for several days by hard rains^ 
mid were coqnpelled to halt several days to allow thii 
convoys of pipyisions to qome up w;ith them? Those 
were 4ircumst^pei^ wijth wjbich he was equally well afi^ 
guaioted; but^ I suspect the secretaiy 's candour fopsool^ 
him a little on this occasion^ and that he thought it 4 
good opportunity to insinuate the idea of some impro4 
iper delay. 

Several extracts from my letters to the secretary, 
have been produced to prove that I thought my force 
sufficient. It is admitted that I thought so, and evc^r 
held up to him that opinion. But that opinion wa^ 
founded on the calculation of the probable numbers 
that might be brought against us. From his ittformu^ 
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iianj and from mine when the plan of the campaign wad 
settled, it was concluded that we would not be opposed 
by more than twelve or fifteen hundred Indians. I con- 
finued to think, on the fourth September, that they 
would not exceed that number, and that they could not 
be kept long together for want of sutJsistenee. But it 
Inay l>e thoughts neglect at least, if hot a grievous fault 
ia the general, that he had not information of the oie^ 
my's fwce; a^ in a war between civilized nations it 
would be an unpardonable fault: but, where I was, it 
was impossible to obtain intelligence. Spies csannot 
be s^nt into a camp of ^satvages: no reward that. could 
be given would iiiduce any persoh to^ attempt it; and 
if any were found hardy enou^ or avaridous enough 
to undertake itj the chance bf their retfimirig was irs ten 
thousand to one. No such person, however, was to 
be found. There were channels, however, by which 
intelligence, even of the savages might have been ob- 
tained, open to the secretary, which, from local circum- 
stances, were shut to me.* ( 

. The secretary, in his ninety-sixth page, observes, 
•* that it is stated in the report of the committee, that 
Mr. Hodgdon was appointed quarter master in the 
month of March, and continued in Philadelphia until 
die fourth of June. He then proceeded to Fort Pitt, 
where he arrived the tenth of June; and that no suffi- 

* Note 13. See Appendix. 
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cient causes have appeared to justify this delay, and 
his presence appears to have been essentially necessaryi 
with the army previously to that time,** As an answer 
for the quarter master's absence he says, " that he had 
to make all the numerous arrangements, not only in his 
own department, but in the ordnance department also^ 
he having been for many years commissary of ordnance 
and military stores. The [H^paration and transporta* 
tk>n of all the supplies required intelligence, activity, 
and arrangement; until those previcMis measures were 
taken, the campaign could not commence; there was 
no army to wluch Mr. Hodgdon could repair; there was 
not, until die tenth of June, more than about one hun-^ 
dred men at Fort Washingtom'^ It seems, then, that 
Mr. Hodgdon was detained at Philaddphia by the se- 
cretary, not only on account of his being quarter mas* 
ter, which office he had been appointed to, but also aa 
commissary of ordnance and miUtary stores, an office 
he did not then hold. But every thing Mr. Hodgdon 
could have done in Philadelphia as quarter master, 
might as well have been done by a deputy, and he had 
one there. It must have been on account of the ord- 
nance and military stores, with which as quarter mas^ 
ter he had nodiing to do, that he was detained. It i^ 
truly unfortunate for the United States, if the prepara- 
tions in the ordnance and mUitary stcn-es for a cam- 
paign, in which about twenty-five hundred men were 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



108 OBSERVATIONS. 

to be employed, could not be executed without the as- 
sistance of Mr. Hodgdon, that he was taken out of 
that branch. I should have supposed that, after having 
been so long in the care of so active and intelligent an 
officer, every thing was in such perfect regularity, that 
an order from the war-office, to any amount, could have 
been executed at a mbment's warriing — I am sure jit 
ought to have been so. But what does the secretary 
mean by preparations in the ordnance and military 
stores department? For a campaign calculated for six 
months, the making up the ammunition would have 
been a proper preparation, because it is at work of time; 
but he well knows that it had to be done at Fort Wash- 
ington, the powder both for cannon and musketry hav- 
ing been sent forward in casks. It would indeed be 
hard to tell what Were the arrangements made by Mr. 
Hodgdon in Philadelphia, in the three months he was 
detained there, that could not as well have -been done 
by his deputy. As to the articles that were not in the 
public stores, and of course had to be purchased, there 
is not a broker in Philadelphia that could not have pro- 
cured them in half a day. Had the secretary, however, 
thought proper to inform me tiiat he detained him, I 
^otild certainly not have complained of Mr. Hodgdon, 
whose absence was very inconvenient, and, as I thought, 
improper, but I should have remonstrated against the 
detention of him to the secretary himself, and through 
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hith to the president It has befen fuUy proved to the 
cbmmittee, how much in both branches was done at 
It^ort Washington, where there was neither quarter mas- 
ter ncH* deputy; and t repeat it, that had not the great- 
est exertions been made there to get forward the busi- 
ness in the ordnance and military stores, by major 
Fei^son, and in the quarter master's branch, by my- 
self, the season for c^erating must have ppissed away 
entirely. With all that was done there, the operations 
were thrown into a part of the season extremely unfa- 
vourable to them. It is essentially necessary that the 
quarter master of an army and the general should be 
together; for without the most perfect agreement in 
their respective measiures, the best concerted plan wiU 
be frustmted. I hsd re^on to expect that the quarter 
master would leave Philadel]^iia immediately after me; 
and had I conceived tibat he could have been detained 
there, I would not have stti|ed cme step without him. 
I expected him at Fittsbiu-gh before I left it, as appears 
by my l^ter to the secretary, of the twenty-fifth of 
April, written at the time of tluit expectaticm, and not 
subject io he interpreted by after events^ All the ar- 
£angements that could have been necessary at Phila- 
de^hia, linK>unted to a detail c^the stores necessary in 
both branches, which, it was to be presumed, would 
be fomished from the war^ffice; for it is not to be 
supposed diat the secretary, in a matter of so great 
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moment, and wjijch was truly " the fnvot of Ae cam- 
paign/' would trust to Mr. Hodgdon, with all his in- 
telligence, how highly soever he might have esdmate<| 
it. The details being made, whichy certainly, widi 
Mr. Hodgdon^s assistance, could not have taken up 
many days, nothing remained for the quarter master 
but to direct the manner of their being tran^orted, and 
if his deputy was not able to execute that part, he oer* 
tainly had not been very well chosen. 

The secretary produces another extract from a letter 
of mine^ of twen^-ninth October, as a proof that I^ 
con^dered myself invested with discretionary powers# 
The words are, " if no further ripply (meaning flour) 
arrives than what the (piarter master's hon$es can brings 
the campaign is over, aiid my atteftti<Ki must be turned 
to securing possession of the country ito &r as we have 
advanced." The inference from this, that I beloved 
myself invested with discretionary powers, and would 
act under them, is an extraordinary one. Is there any 
person on earth, who has three grains of understandmg, 
but knoi?(rs that an srmy advancing through a coimtry 
totally uncultivated, must take its subsistence along 
with it? that if the subsistence fsdls, from whatever 
cause^ and they contiome to advance notwitl^anding^ 
&mtne and destruction must be the unavoidabte c^se- 
quence? If, dien^ an ade()uate supfdy for the remaining 
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ptft of idle campaugn (wluc^&e quarter Blaster's lior* 
ses could not bring up) did not arrive, and tbe cam* 
^aign was ended, b it not evident, that the so putting an 
end to the campaign was an act of necessity and not <^ 
discretion? But he deserves farther on this subject, that 
'' jHQne tX the letters written by me hold up the idea ths^ 
I did not possess discretionary powers.'^' Cer^inly no 
letter of mine holds up the idea Uiat I did possess them. 
Under orders the most positive that words can mdk^ 
them, and in which expressions of peculiar force had 
been sought afterimd used; and to these a sdemn ad- 
juration by eveiy ^ing that was sacred, delivered in 
tiie name cf ^ prei^dent, to press forward the expe- 
dition, it would have been absurd to have supposed 
myself possessed of discretionary powers to discontmue 
k. But f^rtib^, when it is considered that the force for 
, tbat campaign was ^gaged fcx* a short period, whidi 
was nearly expired when I received that solenm adju- 
xation, I think on the sixth of October, I must have 
been an ideot to suppose I had any discretion in the 
case. I readily admit, however, that the want of such 
a pow!er was not experienced; for, to the last moment, 
I had the most sanguine hopes of accomplishing the 
objects of the campdgn, by taking post at the Miami 
villages, and restoring peace and harmony between the 
savages and the United States. 
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■The secretaiT^ might have ^if]|er^ 
that r conceived i myself invented with discretionsay^ 
powors, from a letter of mihe;tO;the contractor's' ageik^i 
for transportation^ thsb from any .thingh^ehas prodticed> 
on tlus subject^ ami, injustice to Mm^ f Ji^rill joot with^ 
hold it. Ohthefeighth of Octoberlivrofeloliinvthiis:* 
^^I make, no d6ubt,.^«^, that .you wiUrda ajl.in ycftarf 
power — impossibilities I do Bot.lpok&r;fbiiit^.sifc^ 
tyithoujsand r^tion^ qf pro^rl3iops;.Qught ftOc^haVe.be^af 
iixi$ plape; by; tjbis^.tim^r^iwl hoFses^ ttf:caJ'^ifp*w.«r4ifQrti 
ty-five thou3aDd. i ; This yo^kna^i^ had fefcen demandeA^ 
m^ prpifti^gd; [M^feadi.of whioh»: ;foy Ai^ dayj aftef-M-J 
morrpw I ^^ n»fhave an pjimte, Jtqlesfe some, ^royefi 
ill; the mean time.j M you found the^triri^portatipn iiii-^ 
practicabte, you > ought to have I infoitned me^ thait ^ J 
might hiave tak^n'me^s to have got ^i^jdies forward,? 
crnot h(^e cpmmitted my army. to the wUdemess.) I , 
have now sent t^o hundred land ei^y ot ninety hor^ 
ses from, the quarto:' . niastcir's depaitmeht i to; bjing a 
su];^y;.and I require an esipUeil^^swerAofthe follow- 
ing questions. Whkt is the e^lkfst Sime.you cfen have 
twenty day sV flour for the army forward . at this, place? 
If you are not abl6 to send on flour for twenty days; 
for how many days cau you send, and wbeto may it toe 
expected to arrive with certainty? It seems to me,. sir, 
to be idle to talk about disappointmeuts iu. drivers, and 
horses thereby unemployed, in a business where the 
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honour and the mterfists of the United States are so^ 
deeply concerned a? in the present. No disapppiritment 
should have happened which was in the power of mo- 
ney to prevent; and money could certainly have pre* 
vented any here, A competent number of horses were 
provided to ypur band; how they have been employed 
I. know not; certainly one half of them have never been , 
ijpon the road^ or we should not have been in our pre-^ 
sent situation; and take notice, that the want of drivers 
will be no excuse to a starving army and a disappointed 
people/' From this extract it might have been fairly 
inferred^ that I conceived I had the alternative in my 
pow^y a£ prosecutii^ the campaign, or of laying it 
a9ide, tibat I might not expose my army to perish by 
hmim; and I cert^nly had that alternative in my power, 
notwithstanding the express and unequivocal tenor of 
my wders; but not m ccmsequence of any discretionary 
power^ because no such power could be involved in 
t^em from the nature of things, and from the constitu- 
tion of the army. No army ought ever to advance, in 
apy a)untry, widiout being certain of subsistence; if 
tibat faijs ex necessitate ret the operations must erase. 
The cc^nmittee will excuse me, I hope^ for calling their 
att^tft^ to that part of my instructions which directs 
**that the provbioi|s are to be transported at the ex- 
pense of, and by the. means provided by, the contrac- 
ts^l aiid that it vras cmly in ca^erf a failure on their 
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pattS) that I had any powar to interfi^re ill order to^ re- 
medy it through the quarter mcuster, if it s]»>!ild be in 
his powen 

The quarter master has ssud that he presented to n^ 
a list of articles in his department, for my approbstiQa:^ 
and it is tru^ that he did so; and I did so far appro^ 
of it as to tell hitn that they were all of them necea^wry; 
certainly I did not tell him that it contained all that 
were newssary, and die secretary never did consult m^ 
upon what m^^ be wanted in the quarter master's de* 
partment. Had he desired an estimate from me, I 
^ould have endeavoured to have made turn one, thoui^ 
it would have been demanded with more propriety from 
the quarter master, after he had made him acquaig^ 
with the objects of the campaign. Surely it could not 
be my duty to furnish the quarter master with an es6- 
mate^ That list, I see, contained one hundred axes* 
Could it be possible that X should approve of one bun- 
dred axes as the whole supj^ of that article, ^en oiie , 
fort, the great object of the campaign^ whidi I had to 
construct had we reached die place conte^pk^d, WQukl 
sometimes have required a thousand to be employed at 
once? But Mn Hodgdon, amongst the various prepa- 
rations and arrangements he had ip make, gave a spi- 
king instance of his exactness as a commissary of <^^ 
nance. Three pound cannon were wdered for the ex:^ 
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peditioD, for wMdiifdur pound shot were seat on,smi 
&ert was not^ to hty recdlection, a single piece of thai 
calibre in the western country, (see return of military 
stctt^ forwarded). But there is anotho: instance as 
striking as this: the ivant of shot for the three pounders 
had been noticed by me to the secretary as early as the 
sikth of July; and in reply he says, "on the twenty^ 
seventh of Mardi I cn-dered two hundred shot and sl^Us 
for each pkoe of aitUlery then directed for the p6^ 
Mr. llodgdon depended on a furnace at Fort Pitt, for 
these articles, l^ which the transpprtaticm -would :be 
saved; — ^he on the twenty ieigiith of July informs tnSe 
dialthey cannot be faftdt" ; 

On th^sul^ect^r^tiuned ra^Bsthe secretary ob- 
serves (p^ge 102) " the contractor does not stipulate to 
pay money—- Irc stipulates oidy to furnish the rations, 
on which he obtains a profit; but he could have no pro-» 
fit on paying the nK)ney, and, of course, none is provi- 
ded.^' In addition to what I submitted to the commit* 
tee last spring upon this subject, I have only to remark, 
that it has been customary to make large advances to 
the contractors at the outset, and of course they have 
money in tiieir hands to pay for the retained rations; 
and this subject was brought to tl^ secretary's view in 
a letter of mine of the sixth of October, to whicli I 
refer. 
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On Mr. LihUow'9 d^po^on I htive lictfhSog to re^ 
tnark) except Aat he was in town after the r^cMrt hatl 
boeti referred back to the commiHee^ md, ot oouMb^ 
mi|^ have be^n examined before iStiiia* 

' The infereiiqe^ drawn by Mr. iiddgdon, firom hit 
having bedn sent bad^ frbiiti the arriij^ to ^rftclu^tii^ 
tbes- means of getting £>rwahl fldnr, wlikih is j»<senl9d 
b|s^ the secretai^ in his one hmdi!^ and thbfltendi j^ 
Tiz. ^^thtt if the arrai^mentJl in hts depatftrtieflt \A& 
iMit inet wtd^ my approb&tioi^ heiifwdd not hive; ^pi^t 
imoed that additiiliiiai i^l;: of my donfidenCer''. A^§ 
not fottow so dearly as ho^ tbostf gdmd^iien <sf(m Itt)^ 
think* Whether I had coi^enee in tnm (Mn Ho(%<* 
ddn) xMrnol, I wteobttgodlo iMKef^iise of liipciyl^eaafiisi^ 
he wais Uie pioper <^c^^ a»d bej^nse it was^ ^^d^^ug^ 
the quartet ntaeter, if it^onid be ip^bis p^er,*' tl^ 
} was instruetied to remedy 8& de^scfs in d^ eompit* 
sarii^* To induce Iwn toj^^t himself i^thiftfmssii^ 
emeigeney, not only t^e tauiM^: desist to maintaia Ji^ 
character, which ev^ry man wisteft \o posses*, but evi^ 
}m Yi^ni^ was sailed tO; not ir^^ed from a i^u^cion 
of wknt of zeal or kicUnatipn to ^x^ute any part of ^ 
duty, but to rouse them. On. th^ cofitimy^ I had r^^ * 
Unarked in him a sdititnde topedorm his dntyi biAit 
^a» a buwie^ he d^ not undetMacid-^his tatenta 
did not lie that way. Ex qum^ Rgno nan fit Merctirmf^ 
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§0m» be a m^9^ §mam^ vbut it twy be.iii!ill 
dm^^i^ 'ffb^^im tile te^teieiijjF of the pftekhofsct lii^ 
1^ l^aiy thii« more th«n aft ipokigy£(ff thqffowa 
fip^^esi^^ili Jtoa^t«e»atic»;i to tli4 €<«iti^^ 
tb#)l>4^nil'Mi. !M4i0se. iiwiieii»f& care ^t^. vme^ on tht 
Q9tf|Hii|i% ipi#<T|^^ e9^/pei90n «i the ariitifi 
ag^ ^i^ oHfid ^9$«iTe4 upon b]r mc, to jft^ir ^gm^ 

foiiO',^^ of /hp po«iti: to imne^ 

<(^iC[e tme hutodrid and t^rafa^.oim) ^^itftt ftom.tho 
IbdbrftHrifi^ai^ mplaiaMuiirie^^irai iqr Mbir and; dio 

^noti^pp^i iNit:t)ie fittlii^.d£ the tx^poiiiKm m%^ 
i^i^igrwiae^ or jftEgr^ lilo ooiiafti^ieiieo lof/anyildfec^ 
tii^ iimdily^i m )dftfidbnt ifwrtc^y^ tiie^irms, aoGW« 
fmbeRls^ tit fCf^ifdim ^^ ^ iStiQ l^ols^ Jchapsacks^ can^ 
te^ns, camp^kci^, or of tbepack-saiUles whkh were 
mfadfein BhjNlrijptei;^^ I mlloafy^remtBic ^^i^, fi^m 
the quality of die anus aud accoutnementSy and all the 
other tttides whldi he has iTecdunted) ite expedition 
Goidd not fyiii ^4 '^a^ the tof^ ai^ im^j^sadcs, in 
2ii:iSbc o&i^rathedeibtits ftere rem^ed by M^ oi^ers^ 
That it could not ftil £rom Ihe bad quality of the pow« 
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deir,' neidier was aiiy ^ebmptabtt made of *ie Wmt ex^ 
£epl the rSe powdcir, said the best of thai; was selected 
fix^ the service. Of^l^secirctni^taiii^ theseoEet^qF 
WHS kiformed by a letter €N>m me y£ ^ fiKh Dedad^ 
ber 17^, fhmi wlueh#lSshane)ttra£t^aft^ 
tS die experiment he had ^Brected to be made of tte 
powder at Fwt WasWhgton) **I iitfdrmed ycm thdt 
those reports hadreacliedPittsbiii^hb^rema}<Mr Fae^ 
gtison had left that phoe^ <^ the'pOwder been fi&rWaiiidf 
49d fix>m tiienoe, and, thatt he kdwmed me. he had fira^ 
ven it ihere, and found it of siiffident ^rengdi, and I 
l^ve you^e reasons why I declined making any exp& 
fimeirt upon it at Fort Washin^x)n«'^ ' TItb refenr«d 
to the mu^et powder, whieh w!», 'I be&Ve of good 
qiisdity; ^tlea^ ho ccmpkoftt wa$ maiie of it;' bui I 
had no <3i^p&tmtiifi^ of knowing how/it would anrawrih 
filing, until the day of AeactifMi; haiai^.had no papttr 
to m&e car^idges for ej^roise.^ The rifle pqwider 
was very genenfly eompbB(t»Bd o^ akbot^ ^ ibestki 
the magazine was selected fixr 9erv»:e«'' To Ae bad 
quality of the tents, it is most probable that most of 
the sickness uriiidi prev^tiled msiy jostiy b^^nttributi^d^^ 



The second general inference of the secretiary^ tp 
wit, ^* tluM: it will not appeal that the delay of the troops 
at Fort Pkt was owitig to tibje«orders of ^ the secrebu^ 

' ^ • 2«ote 14. See Appendix* 
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dFifMir,«» die want of boats ftr tte trui9poi(tatioii of 
Ike troo^" does csdy foUow nd^ mode^ fiar it doe$ 
il^ar, tbat aldbougb they wsere not ^tatiiosed or d/e^ 
tafeied by his orders direotfy, y^ a uae was made itf 
them, thatbad met wiA hia ajpprdMtioii, and they weiy 
datamed in,4:on6equence tlaereo^ m>twithstan,dmg Ibat 
he knew, cm tho.foiirth August, I did not approve oC 
tbe diq>06itaon that had been made of them in the ,up» 
pw country; and diey were so near him (^ugh at a 
great distance fimn me) that ordeis for thekr bp^ 
sent to bead ^uiE^rters, in confcarmity with the ganend 
plaiK^operatitw, coijUhAye pf^ ddjivei^ ^ genospl 
Bi«tjtorm&i^da|ii« 

' ' * ■ ' * 

The thifd gitMral itt$MMe^ «> w^ 
appipar the oi^^rs to the conmuw4^ midmSf- to pro^ioad 
with theesped^aoi^ wece ao^iqmssaiid mi«<]piivocal as 
to. preclude him fitmi exeioiraig any dfecretion relative 
to that object; but ti^titiii|,a|^;>ear he wasconstku- 
led the sole .and competent judge df ^ force and ar* 
migemeirts \irluch wtmld insure the objects c^ d^^ex- 
pedi&»i,' aiid mvested with plenary powers for«tfa«t 
]pHp08e,'' does not ^ow: the ^Urect reverse doealfoU 
low most cleaily, to wit, that the ord^^ to the cbm- 
mmdet in chief were express and unequivocal to ipto^ 
Q»d Withtibe expedition, and that he had no dii^cf^e- 
Canary .p«iwer to Jdy it aside, of which ;the plenary 
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anTHigemefite wUdi vrotM in^iffe the atui^mtiit 4rf 
ite objects (iadcpendait dT tl« solinm iBid|ik'aiti60fi,|ft 
Ihe name of ihe ^tcMtot aoA die wta&xi&m ^tkife 
troops) are ^ s^ofige6^|>rods that oodld poartbly bt 
Adduced. ^ 

Tl:it f(»vaih gensfA kff^ toDrfit, 

<^ttiat it unU not appear the distressed manh^ki TiAiieb 
fte levies were ^Ssdtsffg^ wkiioilt pay ean be attH^ 
bAtedtothew«iti^m(m^ at Fort Walliingtcm wideh 
fright have beenappttedto that fmrpose,'' <lof8 not k^ 
low; but the contrary appears, notwiAstemlfog^e stated 
ment made to the seoetary by BIr. Hodgdon; for H is 
ftear fibm tiie acoonnifc dT* tffir^ H^f^doii'Miffifetlf, ex- 
lifibked in tlie poMio ofiees^ ^t die mon€y stated^ 
him to hairebeen in hi^ bands at the tim^ the levies 
were disd»rged, was m>t in his hands; beeaose a ff&O: 
part of it had been 9^ppl^ t^ my w»T^M^io die pur- 
poses foe vAikh k was designeil,' pridr to'diat fimi^ 
and diat, if he had money, it ^xmid not be known t# 
me^and must have been obtwied by drawSfig biUs «ipapL 
theftreasuiy or die secretsuy of war, in mi unautiboiizcBd 
ma/mer; and ferther, that, if the money had really been 
diere, the levies could not have been paid off, because 
no person was furnished with the materials w^ich were 
necessary for a liquidation oi ^ accoimts» Bot it 
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'^ appear^ upon a closer examma^on, ths& ibsxe wu 
not money ^ Fort W^bington to have paid the levies 
k«l^Ii>een ftmiiahed wUii their acc^nntB; for, notwltb- 
Aimdkig the statement msdt by Mn Hodfplofi) in 
which he says thefe was in the military diest at FcHt- 
Washington the sum of sixtetm thousand two hundred 
ai^ ninety-two dollars, seventy '^seven cents, the fact is 
ortierwise* 

From the abttract of Mr. Hodgdon's 

ac^Qsmta in the office c^ the ac« 

countantto tiie war (kpartment, it 

appears that t)^?e was put into his 

hanis^for iiiet purpose of pay for the 

troc^ ai^ ^e bounties to an ad£* 

ttonaMm^sdkm proposed to be nosed 

at Fktsbur^ tiK sum <tf ^ «*. - 0^20^069 10 
AxA that li^ had expradrd ob &e 

twcifih Decem^ ...*•• 10,16041 

Leaving a balance in his hands of - - - 9,909 69 

It further appears, from the abstract of 
Mr. Hodgdon's account in the au- 
ditor's office, that he received for 
the purposes ctf the (|uarber master's 
department . • 20,000 
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4^:tfa8tthete t^Rg eiq^ONfedby hind 

tweenFoitl^t^tjsd'Fort Wft^iil^. . 

tcm, andatFort Washb^ton • -i . 36,398.73 

Making a sum paid, beyond what had 

been received, of 16,398 73 

But, it farther appears that he had 

drawn bills unauthorized, for - . . 12,972 90 

Which still leaves a balance overpaid 

byhihi, of 3,42583 

But, if the balance in his hands on the 
pay account (see the first statement) ' 
be transferred to the quarter mas- 
ter's department, to wit - - - - . 9,*909 69 

— ^..^-^ 

He lud on Tiand„ of sil tte mcmies - . 6^48ft-86 

Of which, there was ^p|ircq)ii^, by 
the secretary's orders, to the arrears 
of the old troq)s, to ^ first of 
March 1791, the sum of - . . . 5,000 

So that, instead of sixteen thousand 
two hundred and ninty-two dollars 

m 

and seventy-seven cents, as, he has 
stated, he had only the ^um of one 
thousand four ^hundred and ei^ty 
three dollars and c^hty-six cents. * • l,4f83 86 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



.^ 



OBSERVA1IION8. 128 

It would se^m from this^ that Mr. Hddg^on is not; 
much mOTe actsuiate as an aceoimtant tlsm as a quarter 
ma^r) or cosnmbsary of miKtary stores. 

^ut if Mr. Hodgdon had really had :the money hi 
says he had; it was unknown to me. He had no power 
to draw bills uidess the necessity for drawing was ceri 
tified by me. He never made any application to me 
to certify suefa necessity. From the disbursements 
he muk nelsessarily have made at SittiA>ur^; tod 
the warrants that I had drawn upon him at Fort Wash- 
ington; I knew ihe chest must bte ve^ low. But it 
maybe asked, yAty I had not demanded from Mw 
Hodgdon a state ci the chest* The committee wii 
pkaseito con§id^ that the day afttrmy return to Fc»:t 
Wa^Migton, iMSis oblig&d to.take to mybed,£tnn 
whkh it was not expected I should ^ever arise; for eight 
days> £k>dof any kind never entered my lips; that not^ 
widistanding, I had much business to attend to widiou^ 
examining accounts, for which 1 was not in a situation; 
Yet I did not forget the state of the phest, far Mr: 
Hodgdon has informed them, that when.there was^oo* 
Gasion to draw warrants on him, it was usual wkh me 
to inquire of him whether he was able to pay &ein. J 

There seems to have been a little confusion with the 
secretary abopt the seventeen thousand doUars sent ox^ 
by captain Beattie» Five thousand dollars were s^pro^ 
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priirt«} to psf the tfitai9 of tte «ld trwiN^ the 
^^ wfaicfa would fintn abo^t a mpoth's pay $oir ntfv^ 
ifiy," was to be iwd iftftn I ti^n^ prop^ «idHi 
part of It had been paidi by Mr^ Hodgdkm'3 crnn ac* 
k^wle^^^lt, to the levii» at Bttsbii^; ato tWb a 
part of it was tq be ^[^di by t|)e t»<^taryfs oi^r» to 
the bountiei; to fc^orijits, and so be hn^^wit waa used? 
and yet, long iflter this, be supposes it tO; b^ ^ m 
hand, as appears by a letter from biip to the aem^aiy 
if the treaa^y, of the iw^y^ifai No¥««ftber« 

I thank die aecip^t^ ISMt the jiit^ be^^h^ 
when be $a)ra^ tl^ by not tnakiftg psajvamn^ a»d dia« 
tiSbuting Uie aurpltis olod^ to thr levies, and.chhigf 
ing thoB ^rewith, I probab^ coobeiv^I wa&f {wr&a-^ 
ipg ih^ pi^tdic intertst. Bdt X mu^ observe H^t ^ 
dothipg fiQvAA not havci been gken to ^ levies; H 
was prcfvided for, and Sfipropna^ to the uttodSng rev 
gin^its by bims^; neidief^ had there been moitfiyi 
could I have paid the levies* for the want of lielr ae* 
caihts and ^ pajrtnaster* The secretary had indeed 
Wfittento Mr. Hodgdon to act as paymaster, Wi^ r#* 
qpecttp the residue of the seventeen thousand jcto))(ir$^ 
But diat he had given him dven that aud^ority he neVer 
informed me. But it will clearly appear, from the in- 
structions of the secretary to Caleb Swan on tbe second- 
December, that the payment of the levies was not de- 
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mnw at F<Ht Waiiliimgtfm; &ri ia these hi«tractioot 
)ie «^y«y '^ Mr* How^, the pKjmnaster, will deliver yon 
(be wm of fi% t^^o^8and dollars which is esthxiated 
^ fiuffiment for dM^ 6iU ptymadt of the lades, militia^ 
and rqpHarsi mtib the fiirther wm of seventeen thou* 
sand dottvSy^wUidiii pimimed tQ be in the hands of 
liir* Hf rf igdon , the ^paartpr qta<ter> subject to the orders 
of gpnefld S^. C»Aift for jthepayioent of the regular 
trof^q^ 

The eighth in&ronce of the secretary,, to wit, ^^ tha|t 
it wiU.mit appear upoathe perusal of the orders givea 
^ that puipose^ ^i^the.&ilwe of tbecxpcditicm can,. 
>iiit^ i^sifm or pr^ie^t be charged upon any ^sen? 
twi omiasion in the pr^pafatory part of the campai» 
by the secretary of war/' does not follow, because it 
does^^l^pear that thp quarter inaster was detained in 
Philadelphia for three mi^n^ by the secretary of war 
in preparatory measures, all of which, he has inform* 
edthe^^onuxuttee, weie dpne ui^er his (the secretary's) 
Qfwn eye* That fa^ did r&mm at Fort Pitt for near 
thi«e WM^ longer, with the s^^tt^'s knowledge, 
engaged) as he says, in preparadcms a^ arrangements. 
That there were essent^ omissions in the preparatory 
part c^ the campaign, for there was not a sufficient 
fjuantity of powder, lead, or cartridge paper sent for^ 
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ward un^ tiie tw^tity^first of August, wten captaki 
Houdih arrived: that, after ^ammunitionfUd arrive at 
'Fort Washington, it had all, or neariy all, to*be made 
up for service, which, in the most convetueht ^tuatimis, 
requires a great deal of time, aij^^ dierefore, had thifc 
troops been assembled at the proposed lime, the expb* 
dition must have been dekLyed. : li^then^ thefailure <^ 
the expedition was at sdl occasioned by the advanced 
season of the year in which it was undertaken, so £ff 
as that was the consequence of ^lay or omissions in 
the preparatory parts, so far it is justly chargeabk to 
the department of war. 

The secretary's obtervations that the titter defbit of 
an army, seldom fails to produce the^ loss of a cam- 
paign, at whatever season of the year it is tmdertaken, 
is grounded on probability, and supported by experi- 
ence. The loss of a battle, however, at m eariy seasdn, 
may sometimes be remedied, but when it happens 
when troops can no longer keep the field, no remedy 
tan be applied. But, I cannot let pass, without some 
stnimadversion, the artful manner in which the superi- 
*ority of my army in point of numbers is insinuated in 
the secretary's one hundred and twenty- third page; it 
is in tliese words: " although the subscriber, on the 
first news of the defeat, entertained the idea, from the 
tv^ormation of a foreign gentleman who had been upon 
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the wfpmhisM in liie month oLQctpba^ «n4 dm fram 
Qldier cinmm^aiicest that the Indiaiis in the action i^ 
liie fourth of Novofl^ber were greatly superior in nttm<» 
ber to our army^ yet he is constiuihed to acknowled^ 
that subsequent information does not wasrant the |£^ 
Mef. that their numbers were materially different firom 
dios^ mentioned by the commttee, to wit, onetfaou- 
sand" Whattiie iidbrmi^on ofitfae foreign gentle- 
mim^totfae secretwy was, IJaiffw vary well, for I had it 
from the secretary and from the gentleman himsdf, with 
whom I was personally acquainted; and the comnuttee 
may remember, that I prqposed he should be examined 
be&H^e them; itiwas^thooi^t, from certain circumstances^ 
(hat tiiere would be an im{ux)priety in it, andlacquies* 
oed, thou§^ I could mA acqulescje in the aeeretsuy's 
fm^pmak to me to get lus deposition takai bdiore a 
magistrate; if motives of delicai^ resttamed tip Gom<» 
mittee from ealling him ht&xe them, could I call him 
before a justice of the peace*^ Hfe infortaationwas, 
&at a diort time before the action (I do not now re- 
cdlect the number of days) Ik had met a great many 
Chipeways on tl;ieir.iw;ay to jcon the Miamies, and was 
informed by l^m, they were-from seven to eight hun* 
drc^ in mimber. Bat when did the soutitfuy receive 
tMs informati|[M), mid from whom, that has camtramed 
him to ac^owkdge, that the number of Indians c^ 

•NotelS. See^ Appendix. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



12t 09{DBBVATS09n 

fore tlie t«entjr«^hu)d^of Deoeqiber, ivfaa hea^Atwed 
11^ in diese voids, ^^ be asq^isred sirittntliDweirar great 
die defeat) that bodi yocur repigation, ad the repuca- 
^Mi ^ ibe troops uader your commM^ are ynani 
peadhed, the &ot srems to be pretty wdlasoMsained 
by the vmy of Detrat, tlvough di&prat chaumda of 
€omimii|icarion, that theie miitt have1>eea opposed to 
jrou at least tireiitfy-five Iqjn^bied Iiidiaiis.'^ k could 
fiot be before bat spiii^^ wl»aIo<mini»dcailedto|iiM 
ah^$er I had jutt reeeiieedftomma^or HsaMrraicky 
trhich stated the toss of the ladiaiia a;t bettraen diree 
itod four hundred. That Jettsr k stii in nqr posses^ 
ftfon^bjatitisnotfaitihiSGlly. In&, die inajorinfonK^ 
liie, ths|;t BSXfy^ (an ladmx lad of the OwAonon t3(&i^ 
arhom I had tiA:en mlb me frosb Fort Washington ^i 
mderi^ ms^euse^ofhttn^^ameasengca*, incase^iae 
fibouldbean ofj^prtmi^ of sradi^ a&^ menage to 
the hostile Indians) was returned, and that he osad hfe 
was in tte oouncil hoti^se, iwhea tbere was b, great 
meeting df (he ImUtos, and the war chk&deUvei?ed 
in ah account of their ne^c^i^ losses, which was 
done'by laying down a bit of itick for orery n^tnthift 
was kHled; diat they made a great heap, and as he 
tbMght, could not fa^ less than thr^ or four Imndred. 
It is to be pre^mied, I say, that the secreteuy's suiaaer 
quent information must have j&een later than the time 
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1 comn]^t^tct}:tli^ letter to Hm, or be would hayi^ 
told me 1^ hs|d l^etler infonnati^. He got a part of 
kat least, ki the cc^MTse of last summer, as it is con- 
tained in the dq)o^tion of one Davis, taken befwe jus* 
tice M'Millm, at F<»t Washington, on the ninth of June 
laist, and that of Mr. M*Connel, ts^en on the twenty* 
%jp<md of that mon^h. Davis had been taken prisoner 
by the savages and had escaped, and he swears they: 
ti4d him all the neighbouring tribes were collected on 
the fourth of November, but they did not tell him their 
wbole number, neither did he inquire. M^Connel's 
deposition contains only the reports of the peojde to 
him; he says, however, diat BUly, the Iildian lad I have 
men^dosied, told him he was present when an account 
was'given by the Indians of their loss, and t)mthe 
Was near ounzgh to ccmnt that of the Shawanese and ' 
Delaware^^ twenty-five of the fiifst, and twenty oi ^ 
h^U One ©f these depositions was transmitted by ge- 
neral Wilkinson, who says the deponent is a respec- 
table inhi^intant, die other was found, as the derk says, 
on the files of the war office; and ndxidy knows from 
ifrhence it came, or how it got there. Is such testi- 
moiqr, which must have been sought after by some, 
person, (for a deposition could not get into the war of- 
fice of itself, and I s^ai sure that general Wilkinso^n 
would not have volunteered in a business of that sort,) 
t9 discredit, in the secretary's mind, the information of 
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ft i^espectaUe fereign gentleman, ai^ ^t whidi the dei 
O'ctaiy had received llirough '^USTerent'chaimds l^ iht 
way (^Detroit, and eanstramham to a<daiowledg^^iat he 
was mistaken? Themostp^eetcsmdoiircanpc^tlofio 
odier reason for sueb an ^nowledgment^ian to mUce 
an impression un&vouraUe to me. But, it was phf si* 
catty impossiUe tibatanarmy posted ds n&ie was, coidft 
b^ attacked in front and in re^, and cm bo& ikmks, at 
die same instant, and diat attack be kept up in every 
part fc»r four hours without intermission, tiiiSess t^ 
miemy had been gr^alfy superiw in numbers; »id#at 
&e amiy was so attacked was very Mky proved to libe 
onnmittee last spriilg. How el^ual the fire of t3ie 
troops was I cannot jnretend to say; the loss winch the 
savages sustain in zci&tm can never be weS aschtained 
in any case; but, where the sidvimtage is on their siSt\ 
and they keep the ground, it is s^ more uncertain: ad* 
mitting, however, that there were but a thousand of the 
Indians, and that my army was sixteen hunired, (three 
hundred of whom gave way on die very first onset, 
and were of very l^e use afterwards) wd that ttere were 
three hun&ed of the assedlants k^d: it cannot be tsSkA 
^ very ineflfectual&re where t^6e huhdtedmen are kHed 
out <rf a thousand, or even out of twenty-five hundred, 
wfiich th^ amounted to according to the secretary's ac* 
count to me. It was indeed mwe effectuji on the 
part of the savages, and it wiH always be so, bSecause 
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tfwiy m^icC A|sm baporfect mafe]^^ a)i4f)fver &»% 
al-iBildmi; if the ft^ from ihe troops, howev^r^^jm iiu 
«ib»SMmlt hi^ the s^retary furobt^d me with cartridge^ 
fB^psr in proper time, they mig^ have been accuston^ 
alktle how to dkect it before ^ey came to acticm^ 
A#.it was» it was probably the first ,^e tp mwf of 
^raEh that they fired a g^n. 

. ■ ' ■ * ^ . ' ' » 

Whtfi two ipuMes come tp ac^E)^, everything elsQ 
bd^ eqiud, the advantage will always , be on the side 
gf sup^ifor numbers, humanly leaking, but when m 
inferior armyiis.a(tack€d by. a superior fcH'ce, as w$||k 
tlic case mth mine^ nothing can turn the , scal^ in fa-, 
VP^r of the inferior, but sopexicH* slpU and bravery. 
I{,th^ was superior brav^ i|^ my, luW^, the be^t 
i|l»^ms to ^evc an o^^fK^t^tity to es^ert it wo^ talum^ 
The enemy was charged w^fik the bayonet a number 
o£4p9es wi^ as.m)uch bravery as ev^ was exhibited 
l^ men, on aU of which the oiemy gav£ way; and 
had there been a good corps of riflemen, or a body (^ 
h9fse to have fc^wed diem, the army mig^t have bem^ 
^;fined;to samudi adjmntage by a slight change of order^ 
^nyi^ have rctidareditsucGesflfidj butdieonly corp» 
Q^i^men, €me small company^ I had, beside the nyli^ 
til, some of whom were aitn^ lyith r^s, and tl|E^]^ 
were panic s^uck, was a very smsiU one^ and po^^ qn 
the r%ht flank, where it was respected, md kept iu 
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efaeck a superior body of savages, and Ac cavdrjrbca:- ' 
8CS were so weakened by want erf food, fiir I had not 
one grain of provender, dis^ they were scarcely dde uy 
carry themselves, 

'By whomsoever the idea was entertained (see Die se« 
cretary's one hundred and twenty^^fourth page^ that an 
army might, at an earlier day, have glided unperceive# 
into the heart of the Indian countiy, *it was ridieulous. 
There is not a peo^ on earth who watch the motioias 
6f their enemies, when in opea wa#, in^ a isfi^ser or 
i$iore eager attehticm; and that they siiftired inc fo ad- 
vance, widiout rau^ molestation, fornitte*^ fbil^s hito' 
their country, and po^tsr to be estabKshed, without con-^ 
tffct, was not owing to ignorance t)f,' or inattention to, 
our movements, but more probably to the causes I 
suggested in a letter to the secretary of war, to wit, 
^cither a drflfin-enceof sehtiitient among themsdires'»' 
to'fteiir plan of operation, a disappointment m^ccdltet* 
ing their fdrce, or a resoliitio4i to await iis at the MiaWu 
towns, and there fight or siie for peace,- according to 
circumstances." And fliat they were able to^ecp to- 
gether at that place as long as they did^ it is now k^wn^ 
wti^ owing to the a^i^smce the^ received from the . 
British, from whom they received supplies dF provit 
AbnSy of iunms, and of ctodiitrg^ 
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i fiiank the secret^ for adtmtting, as he has done 
ki Ms one Hundred and twenty-fifth page, " that I pos- 
sessed highly zealous dispositioiyi to promote the ob- 
jects df the campaign, and expressed the greatest de- 
gree of anxiefy at its procrasttnatbn,'* but he might 
have saved the regret hie expresses, th^ **my Indispo- 
sttimi while on the expedition, may have prevented the 
troops from being cheered by my presence, and me 
ftom making, personally, such observations and dispo- 
skions as might, perhaps^ have altered the situation of 
things.*'- If the presence of the commander in chief 
could dieer his troops, they were never deprived of 
mitlie* Whi^ tl^y ifeere in motion I was cbnstantly at 
tlleir Ife^; when frt work on the forts I was cotistantiy 
attentive to thetn thfere, and by mixing femiliarly with 
tbeiroificei^, did every thing in my power to sweeten 
tWr labours. From a comparison of my situation wiA 
ifeeir own, they wbuld naturally draw some consolaticm; 
for, though they were exposed to labour and fatigue^ 
they had not pain land siofcness to struggle with; the 
antek were disposed of in the posts, and thdur situation 
made ad comfortable as circumstances would admit. 
Except for two days, when an unavoidable halt was 
made oii account of provisions, my indi^positicMi never 
confined nie altogether, and the march of the army was 
nevir retarded one hour on account of it. These tilings 
the secretary ought to have known, and, if he mad* 
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mf. Uiqi^iry, ceitaanlf #i know. He in^liay^]tf|o|m 
too^ that during thpse two days halt, when I fi»md4 
would not be ^c to proceed fiuther on bomsd)^, % 
bier was made for me, dtti^fmifted to acccMaf^y them 
in all evi9nls;-'^-buty had he ^red that r^iet, an op« 
portumtjr of insinuating that the public interest ^uSEea:^ 
from n^ indispqsition, wouid have been lo^ 

Had the secsetajy r^eoted on die ground that lie 
himself took in the third page of his ot^enratioissi la 
wit, ^^ that after suitable dir^^tions given bf the prinr 
Qjpal officer, he cannot besui4>06ed tD'attecfdtottefi 
execution in det^'' he might have^q^iared tlye regit^ 
abo ^^ that any circumstances should have .{Mrevirat^ 
qty knowlo^e cf the force and coiitigu^ of tbe ems:^ 
my^ until it; was too late to take the; preoiul&on of 
lAt^es, w otlm" s%ht works^ the deci»%^ cf 11^ 
camp," for it appeiMred that suitable. osDd^rs to obtatti 1 
knowledge of the eontigmty of- the enemy ^ if i»ich coa«^ 
tigtti^ existed, were given, sdduMigh nc^ executed; 
ami therefore, on hss own principks, no fafeme Ues^ ait 
my door in tj^t respect; amj as to the want of iafocma* 
tion of the force ^ the enemy^ I have already^bewti 
it was impossible to obtain it. But supfK^skig both the 
superior force of the enemy (for surely the secretary 
would not fortify a camp ag^nst sui inferior fwce) and 
tineir contiguity had been kiM>wn, the secret^ thrnks^ 
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^ launp ^9&ottld hxve been secured by abattfes and 
etter slight wcnks; But for what purpose? To be re- 
duoed to the dbgracefol necessity of laybg down our 
aAns and suing for mercy to the savages? It is well 
known that they will not attack works which cannot be 
e»rrkd without the loss of men, for whidi even die 
most brilliant success is reckoned no compensation. 
No, gentlemen, had I been informed that the Indians 
were near me, and in superior force, I should have made 
no dbatties, wMch could ^ve no advantage to me, but 
would have aflforded cover to diem. I should not have 
shut mys^ up ki a fortified camp, as the secretaiy 
aeems to tlunk I ought to have done, to rarrender or 
starve; but I should have attacked them; notwithstand* 
ing the long mardi the army teid made, and the late 
hoin: before the tents were pitched, 1 should have 
inarched again that very night, and they would Imve 
been attacked in their camp at an earlier hour on die 
fourth dT November than we were a^cked in ours. 
l%e event might have been un&vourable, but it woidd 
teive been putting the fairest chance [at success on our 
side, and if it had £uled, the attempt would have n^- 
rited jH-aise. 

Having now g(Mie throu^ the secrefaffy of war's ob- 
servations and explanations, so &r as they relate to 
flieir principal object, which I take to have been to 
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exculpate himtiel^ fr<mx baviog ^had miy si)a!% if^ the, 
failure of the late expedition, aad to. transfer the blame 
to me, I shoold take up the communications of Mr. 
Hodgdon; but those communications are so replete 
with insolence and fc^y, that, to make large rei^arks 
upon them, would; only serve to place thpse qualities 
in a less conspicuous point of view; and as, 'inv(\y 
remarks on those of the secretary, I have been obliged 
to take some notice of the quarter master's also (for 
they are so closely linked together as not to be sepa- 
rated) it is tlK less necessary. Sonfie: few remarks, 
however, I will beg leave to offer; and as there is, in- 
deed, a litde obscurity in a part of my correspondence 
with the secretary, relative to the quarter master, I will 
endeavour to explain it, and to shew that his involving 
general Butler in the strictures I made on the quarter 
master's department, is only an attempt to turn aside 
the public eye from the proper object. 

The obscure passage, is in a letter of mine to the se- 
cretary of war, dated twenty-fourth of July, wherein 
the word " all" has been omitted m the copying, and 
the insertion of that word is all that is necessary to ren- 
der it perfectly intelligible and clear. It is on the sub- 
ject of bringing horses from Pittsburgh, which is there 
represented as an unfortunate idea, although I had 
>$iritten to the quarter master on the ftixth of the same 
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month) that the arrangements he had made about hor- 
ses, at that place, appeared to be prudent. There is 
certainly a seeming contradiction here. But, the inser- 
tion of that word before horses sets it right, and so it 
certainly was written in the original. The sentiment 
would then be: If the quarter master is iiot bringing all 
die horses for the campaign with him from Pittsburgh, 
(which whether he is or not he has not thought proper 
to inform me,) it seems to me the public expectation 
will be disappointed; and whether he is or not, it was 
an unfortunate idea* It could not possibly relate to the 
horses he had informed me of on the twenty- second 
oi June, but tp the further number which was neces- 
sary and for which he depended on Kentucky. After 
having been in ccmstant expectation of his arrival, from 
day to day, from the sixth of July, when he was or- 
dered to repair to head quarters, to the twenty-fourth 
of ^t month, and seeing neither him nor horses make 
their appearance, it was natural to conclude that he had 
given up the design of purchasing horses in Kentucky, 
uid that he was bringing not only those of which he 
had advised me, but the whole number that he con- 
caved to be necessary, but whether he was or not, he 
had not thought proper to inform me; and a quarter 
master of any kxtelligence, who, from any cause what- 
ever, had been detained beyond the time a campaign 
was to open, would have done so, if they were to be 
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had where he was. Had he taken tiiat step, howevoi 
it was an unfortunate ide?i, because they could have 
been had at an earlier day m Kentucky, and beep 
brought to head quarters fresh and uninjured, and be# 
cause the delays occasioned by the^lowness of tte wa^ 
would have been avoided, and the expense of th? 

boats been saved. 

*• > 

Mr. Hodgdon has said, that " the duties of iht 
^commander in chief could not be. increased by the ab- 
sence of the quarter master, because Robert Buntin 
was appointed an assistant in the quarter master's de- 
partment, by the commander in chief, on the first of 
June." Robert Buntin was not appointed assistant 
quarter master until the twentieth day of August, the 
day before the arrival of captain Houdin, the deputy of 
Mr. Hodgdon; the next day the horses which I had 
ordered to be purchased in Kentucky were to anjive, 
and it was necessary that there should be some per- 
son to receive and take care of them. Tired out with 
expecting Mr. Hodgdon, I did on that day, the twenti- 
eth of August, appoint Mr. Buntin assistant quarter 
master, and announced him as such to the army, and 
informed the secretary of war also; Mr. Buntin, how- 
ever, had been employed by me to purchase horses 
ft)r the quarter master's department before that time, 
fdb which he was to receive the usual commission: what 
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that was I knew not. On the settling of Mr. Bun- 
tin^s accounts Mr. Hodgdon informed me that there 
M^otild be a saving to the public if Mr. Buntin was 
paid as ' an assistant from the time I sent him to 
Kentucky tobtkj^ the horses, instead of allowing him 
the commission, and that he would be satisfied with it. 
If he was satisfied I could have no objection, ismd in 
that ttianner he wa^ paid, and his account, I suppose, is 
the voucher by which Hodgdon pretends tomake a quar- 
ter master of him from the first of June. Robert Beni 
ham was also sent to Kentucky to buy horses, btitl;iras 
never appointed in the quarter master's department, by 
me,, in any station whatsoever; Mr. Hodgdon employed 
hhn as horse-master on my recommendation. 

I hope the committee will pardon me for troubling 
them with the. transcript of Mr. Hodgdon's observa^ 
tions on nly letter to the secretary of war of thetwfenty. 
fourth July. " He complaitis (says he) of being stitt 
without any account of general Butler or the quarter 
master, nor is there either man or hbrse arrived, how 
then could he possibly have an account? But, if he 
had really been so anxious as he Would seem, why hot 
unfold his views and wishes to geiicral Butler and my- 
self, as well as to the secretary of war, \irho was three 
hundred and twenty miles beyond us. We were 
certainly^ not less surprised at his silence, as he would 
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appear to have been at ours^ although we lOade fewer 
complaints. We could not but wonder at what he 
was doing at Fort Washington^ and (Mrobably witfi 
greater justice than he could be surprised at our tran- 
sactions at Fort Pitt. Would he ha?e had me descend 
the Ohio river unproyi^^d with <hc necessary requt 
Elites for an expedition, pind begin my preparatiOOS 
where they should be eqded? At present this is not 
beyond belief; he woubl then have had a strong ground 
for censure, since th^ events that have happened) but 
d^en I had no reaspn tq indulge ^v^ch an idea/V On 
this I have no comment to make{. {t is truly sui g^ 
nerisi ai^ has no prurallel^ I prew.m^, in the hifttoity of 
military tran^ptions^ apoient or modern* 

Mn Hodgdon asks/^ if every thmg, on his arrivsdy 
was in readiness in his department, why thpn r/emain 
twenty ^five days logger without commencing the cam* 
pa^gn?*' The campaign? was commenced before either 
general Butier, or tlie quaiter master, or the contrac* 
tor's agent for transpoit^^n, or the las^ great detach- 
mfni arrived at Fort Washington. The few troops I 
had were advanced twenty-ei^ miles into the Indian 
countsy, and would have advanced sooner l^d the 
artillery been, in readhiess. It was, I ovm^ a hard^ 
movement: but it was a necessary one, unless I would 
have suflfered the season to slip away entirely • There 
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^ey halted to wmt the arrival of the rest of &e troops 
imd die quarter master. Whether every thmg was 
ready oa the arrival of Mr. Hodgdon on the sixteendi 
rf September or not, it ivas not until the twenty-third 
of that month that he promised me to have every thing 
necessary, /br the present timei, at camp by the evening 
of the twenty-seventh, and even m that/he failed, (see 
mf letter to the secretary of war of September twenty, 
tiiird, and Mr. Hodgdon's to me of October Uie first.) 

Mr. Hodgdon treats very lightly there being but 
one froe and one cross*cut saw with the army on the 
fourteenth October, and asks " who can be surprised ^t 
the defeat of the army after that^* The committee 
will not be much diverted, I presume, at his pleasantry 
on so serbus a subject. Froes and saws are necessary 
implements in building forts and barracks; it was his 
duty to have provided a sufficient number of each to 
carry on the works with expedition. If there was not 
ti sufficient number, time must have been wasted; and, 
as time was every thing to my army, the want of froes 
and saws may have contributed to the failure of the 
expedition. Tools were sent for to Fort Hamilton af- 
ter the twelfth, and did not arrive till after tibe four- 
teenth ctf October. 
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' I made a mistake in my former observations in point 
of time, when I mentioned the blunder of the quarter 
master in laying out an encampment: it could not have 
happened on the thirtieth of October, because he was 
then absent from camp, and the army was halted for 
provisions/ The committee ma:y recollect that the 
session of congress was so near a close I was exces- 
sively hurried in the remarks I had to make, and that 
all through them the dates were left' blank when they 
' were brought in, and filled up at their table firom papers 
hi their possession; a mistake in a date was easily com- 
mitted in such circumstances; but I was not mistaken . 
as to the fact^, and I will help the late quarter master 
to the places where they happened. The first. Was in 
lay ingout the encampment the evening befoife the ar- 
my reached the large morasses eastw^d of fort Jeflfer- 
son; the next, at the place where it encamped after 
getting through those morasses^ and is> I believe, that 
which major Zeigler mentioned in his deposition: thfe 
first, must have been on the ninth or tenth, and the 
last on the eleventh or twelfth of October. 

Mr. Hodgdon may draw consolation from the cir- 
cumstance, that others, (as he says) have been char- 
ged with misconduct as well as himself. It is the 
usual consolation of conscious guilt. But a wound, 
he says, has been given to the memories of an Old- 
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ham. and ^ Butler; and^tt this he is to distrtaaed that he 
ahnost foists himself. Let us examine this wound, 
and see from whence the stroke that inflicted it pro* 
oeeded. A postscript to a letter of mine of the ninth 
of November, {as it has been published by the secretary 
of war) contains these words ^^ some orders that had 
been given over night to colonel Oldham, and \diich 
were of much consequence, were not executed, and 
some very niaterial intelligence was communicated by 
captain Slough to ^general Butler in the course of the 
night before the action, which was never imparted to 
me, nor did I ever hear of it till after my arrival here.'* 
It was proven to the committee, in the most unequivo- 
cal manner . that, at the time I was writing that letter, 
and had just finished it, major Gaither called to visit 
me, and, in the course of conversation, informed me 
there was a report that captain Slough had discovered 
the enemy the night before the action, and had com- 
municated the discovery he had made to general But- 
ler; that I expressed much, surprise, and informed him 
that I had never heard of it: that I sent for captain 
Slough and questioned him upon it; and it was proven 
by captsdn Slough himself that he did then and not be- 
fore, inform me that he had discovered the enemy, 
and had msdt general Butler acquainted with it, and 
that he had proposed to him to go and make the same 
communication to me; ^that the general said to him, as 
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he must be very much fatigued, he had better ik down 
loid get some sleep, and that he would inform me Mm- 
sdf. It was proven ako by captsdn Slough, that die 
letter I had been then writing, he was to have auried td 
Philadelphia, and was then waking for it, and that it was 
not till after die packet bad been made up and sealed 
that he called to inform me that, with my permisdcm, he 
must put off his journey to IKiiladelphia on account of 
his uncle, ccditme.l Gibson, v4io had been badly wound* 
ed and left at Fort Je&rson« The letter was thensmi 
to Lexington to take the chance of the fir^ oppoar^ 
tunity that oflfered. I must request the ccnnmittee to 
lo€k at the letter itself, they will find that this post^ 
script, which has made so mudi noise, and said to have 
been intended to wound die reputation of general But* 
krmidcolixiel (Mdham, was mutilated m^epufc^ca*- 
tioii made by ^ secretary. It stands thus, ^^privale,, 
w odierwiseas you shadl judge propar;" but those woids 
were left out in die publication, expressly by die secre* 
lary'sdirecticM); for it appears dut they are underlined 
widi a pencil, and the letters '* det^ written over diem 
with the seoretaiy's own hand, as a predion for the 
derk who cqpied it fiwr the press to leave out those 
words. Those words must have conveyed to the se^ 
ctetary a doubt, atkast, existing inmy mind, at the time 
die postscript was written, as to the propriety of pub- 
Ifihii^ that information, alt)K>ii^ it was a circum^^ 
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prq>er far him to be possessed of; unaccountable as 
it seemed to me, I had no reason to doubt the truth of 
it: and even now, it will not be easy to imagine a rea- 
son why captain Slough, a young man of fair charaC'> 
ter, and of good connexions, all of them in habits of 
friendship with general Butler, should fabricate such a 
stcHy when the general was dead. If I had intended 
to fix a stsdn upon the memory of general Butler by 
this information, it was easily in my power, so far as 
the publication of it would have done so, for had I 
only interwoven it with the general subject of my let- 
ter, without leaving any discretion in the case to the 
secretary, it was inevitable. The secretary, I hope, 
will pardon me, but I cannot help observing, that it 
was not very discreet in him to publish it, whatever it 
may have been in me, to put it in his power. But, 
there is another circumstance still more extraordinary: 
the seoretary did not know, at the time of publication, 
what the information was which captain Slough had 
given. Had captain Slough presented the letter, as it 
was intended he should have done, the secretary would 
undoubtedly Irave inquired into the matter, but, as it 
went by another hand, he had no means of being ac- 
quainted with it, which alone, was sufficient to have 
induced him to withold it from the public, had there 
been no reserve about it on my side. If then a wound 
hjis been pven to the reputation or memory of general 

V 
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Bud^, or coload (^dhamt it csme from the liaiid dt 
the sea:^etairy ci wsff, aad bc^ from mkie; and to cure 
it, Mr. Hod^doa is loading it with Us owb m«|iim« 
aagements also. His design, however, is dbvious» he 
hopes again to raise that ferm^it, this bimne^ from the 
manner it was managed, nueed last ^ring, and turn 
the public attention away from himself) but he is, I 
mist, mistakcsn: the puUic ms^ be misled but tbef 
are never long wrong, mi want nothing but trutii Uk^ 
ly laid before them, to be always ri^t. 

There is one thit^ more, respecting tkaa po^scripl» 
which I w<mld wbh to make the committee acquakited 
widii though, in truth, it is foreign to their inqpiiry. 
On my arrival at Philadelphia, last mnter, finding 
much noise ab<mt it, and much imsrepre^eiitatiQn, and 
him at the mutilation it had undei^ne, fmcQ it had 
been thought proper to public it at all, I con^fdained 
of it to the secretary of war, and told him that I must 
explain it; he said ii would be right to do so, but re- 
quested that he might see the explanation before it was 
sent to the press. I did shew him a letter I intended 
for that purpose in which notice was taken of the sop- 
pression of the cautiwary words. He did not approve 
of it; said there had been a coasults^n about it, ^id 
it was thought proper to publish it in that manner, and 
gave some vague reasons why the explanation ^lould 
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not' be made in that shape; in short, he persuaded me 
not to notice that circumstance, and I was weak 
enough to acquiesce, though not convinced, and if I 
have been pumshed for it, I deserved it for having iever 
reposed my confidence in him. 

Valious causes concurred in occasioning the failure 
of the expedition under my command; but those which 
had the principal agency in producing it, were the folio w- 
mg to wit, first, the want of a due combination in the ge- 
neral measures, whereby the eflfect of the desultory expe- 
pedilions under general Scott and general Wilkinson 
was lost as to the general issue of the campaign. Second- 
ly, the long detention of Ac troops on the upper part of 
the Ohio, wluchthrew the operations of tihe campaign into 
an improper season, when the grass and forage, with 
which the country abounds at an earlier time of the year, 
and were the sole dependence for the cattle and horses, 
were entirely destroyed by the fronts. Thirdly, great 
delays iii the preparatory measures of the ordnance 
and mMkary stores department, and in that of the quar- 
ter master general, inconsequence whereof the campaign 
could not have been opened earlier than it was opened, 
had the troops been assembled at Fort Washington, by 
the time that had been projected; not much earlier 
at least, for without the ordnance and military stores, 
they could not have moved. Fourthly, mismanage- 
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ment of the contractors, wl^^by the operations were 
retarded after the campaign was opepo}, and six days, 
the most important in the whole campaign, entirety 
lost: and, fifthly, the superiority of the enemy. Tliere 
is no doubt but the diminution of our numbers ijby 
skkness and desertion, the misbehaviour of the mili. 
tia, the undisciplined state of the troops, and the «£ib- 
sence of the first regiment, contributed to the defeat 
of the army. To the want of discipline, the shafueful 
rout which todk place after the action, was certainly 
owing: but, it would-be doing great inju^ce ?>ot to 
observe, at the same time, that during thp continuance 
of it, no troops. ever., behaved with mbre firmness, -or 
charged the jeiiiemy with the Ixayoijiet with mcwe intre*. 
pedity; neither did the officers di any army display, on 
9oy occasion, more gallantry or make greater exertions, 
of which the great number tlj^t fejl and were wounded, 
is a melangholy proof. 

ARTHUR 5T. GLAIR. 

I have one more acknowledgment to make to the se^ 
cretary of war. In a conversatiQji I had with him last 

spring, soon after the rising of congress, on the subject 

of the report of the committee, I observed that a^ a 

resolution had been entered mtp to take the report in» 

to consideration at an early day in the nei^ session, 

and as the public mind was then at rest, it >vould be 
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pefst that tt should not be agitated agsdn by that subject, 
l»it the report be adopted without opposition. After 
appearing to reflect upon the observation for a short 
time, he replied, " no sir, that report must be rejected:" 
for that declaration I am obliged to him. The con- 
versation dropped, and I concluded, from that moment^ 
bis measures were taken, and that it would be neces- 
6ary for me to attend agsdn at the next session of con- 
gress. Had it not been for that accidental circum- 
stmioe, I should have been many himcked miles distant, 
and the field would have httn left open for him to 
have made what use of it he thpugfat proper, unopposed; 
and, from the whole of lus communioaitions to the com- 
mittee, it is evident that a use, very unfevourable to 
me, was intended tobe made of it: ahd as he requested, 
cm the. 14th of November, to be allowed to make his 
observations and explanations, viva voce, to the house 
long bef(M^ I ^ved, and must^have been prepared at 
that time, what the e£^t would have been, when there 
was no possibility of replying or controverting them, 
Ufisy be ea^ imagined* 

The observations of the secr^Hry of war and the 
l^e quarter master, which have been so long on the 
anvil, ^eem intended for die press. They are welcome 
to publish them. But if they do, my remarks, thrown 
together in mudi haste, (havmg been allpwed but three 
IT 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



250 ' OB»BEVATlONm 

days to prepare them, and bo time eUiier tof correct 
them or have Aem feirly copied) and rude as th^ are 
m style, ^twll Mow them: for truth, like beai^, needs 
not the foreign aid df ornament. 



POSTSCBIFT- 

It has been observed, and it got into the newspa- 
pers, that too much time was wasted in beting feUs; 
diat the moveqients of fiie amqr mett too slow, and 
iSbsA it waa finally surpraied* Had tite qiKOi^ty of la-* 
bour, necesssuy iathe construetiondT fcxts, beencon* 
sidered, aad compared wi^ the number of men I had to» 
employ in it,^ ater dedoctinj^ those yAA0i vmre necessarf 
for putting the camp kv secm%; for' escorts liid pat* 
ties of observadon and d^Bcoveiy, and for die police I 
believe die observat^n^ would not have been hazarded* 
it vm^t have been discovered not <mty that tlie woi^ 
was Carried on early and ^ with as many mei^ as chv 
cun^stances would aUow to be employed oo it, but wllh' 
an assiduity that exceeded any thing that ever took 
place in the Ameri«lhi army, or I bdieve isi Bsiy army 
that ever existed. Had it been considered, ^t a road 
was to be made for the sHtiftery every stq> we syivanced, 
and dnut we were encumbered witb a vast convoy of 
csattle and horses^ whicU were to be unloaded smdtakicn 
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caee of at night and got up and loaded again in the 
in(Hiiing» it would never have been suggested that the 
movements were slow; with all these encumbrances, 
the marches often equalled those usually made by ar- 
mies where roads are already pr^ared. It is tm^ 
however^ that die the construction of Fort Hamikon 
tbok up more time than I had calculated upon by seve- 
ral days, whidi was owing to several causes. In the 
first{dacey many of the men were as little acquainted 
with the use of axes as Ht^y were of arms. In the se« 
cond place» the axes were of a very bad quality; I was 
obliged to cause shops to be erected them for the repair 
of them, asnot a day passed in whicha great many were 
wA rendered unfit for fortheruse, andlhad not others 
to put into their hands; and in the third place, the 
quarter ttmber had made the cmple profvision qf ane 
grindtUme. As to the army's being surprised, the 
&ct is otherwise. The advanced party was indeed 
smrprked, and the army was suddenly and unexpect- 
edly attacked; but it was pr^)aiied for action, and main* 
tained die conflict with (^er and firmness, under dr- 
cumstances that have seldom M^ to produce a very 
bad eSfect iqpon the best disciplined troops: I mean, 
the advanced parties giving way, running through the 
lines, and throwing th^in, for a short time, into very 
great confusion. From the precautions taken, the ar- 
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my, ^oug^ it might be beaten, as any army may be, 
could never be surprised. 



Fot farther satisfkction I have subjoined a gmutid 
plan of the forts, and an abstract of the work done at 
Fort Hamilton. The circuit of tibat fort is about one 
thousandfeet, through the whole extent of which atrench 
about three feet deep was dug to set the piquets in, of 
which it required about two thousand to inclose it; 
and it is not trees, taken promiscuously, that wiU an- 
swer for picquets, they must be tall and .^raight, and 
from nine to twelve inches diameter, (for those of a 
larger size are too unmanageable,) of course few trees 
that are proper are to be found without gomg over a 
considerable space of woodland. When found, they 
are felled, cleared of their branches, and cut into lengths 
of about twenty- feet. They were then carried to the 
ground and butted, that they might be placed firm 
and upright in the trench, with the axe, or cross-cut 
saw; some hewing upon them was also necessary, for 
there are few trees so straight that the sides of them 
will come in contact when set upright. A thin piece 
of timber, called a ribband, is run round the whde near 
the top of the picquets, to which every one of them is 
pinned with a strong pin, without which, they would 
decline from the perpendicul^ with every blast of 
wind, some hanging outwards and some inwards. 
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which would render them in a great measure useless*; 
The earth thrown out of the trench is then returned 
and strongly rammed to keep the picquets firmly in theh* 
places, and a shallower trench is dug outside about three 
feet distant, to carry off the water and prevent their being 
movedby the rains; about two thousand picquets are set 
up in the inside, one between every two of the others; 
the work is then inclosed. But, previously, the ground 
for the scite of the fort had to be cleared, and two or 
three hundred yards round it, which was very thickly 
wooded, and wasa workof timeand labour. The ground 
where this fort stands, is on the east side of the Mi- 
ami river, on the first bank; but there is a second bank 
considerably elevated, within point blank shot, which 
rendered it necessary to make the picquets, particularly 
along the land side, of a height sufficient to prevent an 
enemy firom seeing into the area, and taking the side 
to the river in reverse, and a high platform was raised 
in one of the bastions on tlic land side to scour the se- 
cOnd bank with artillery. Another, made with the trunks 
of trees, and covered with plank^as that was, was rais- 
ed in one of the bastions towards the river, in order to 
coirtmand the ford, and the river for some distance up 
and down. Plank was sawed for the platforms and the 
gate, and barracks for one hundred men; a guard room, 
two store houses for provisions, and barracks for the 
officers were constructed within it, and all this was done 
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in about fourteen days, almost entirely by the laboiHr 
of men; though some use was made of oxen in draw- 
the timber, the woods were so thick and encumbered 
with underwoody it was found to be the most expe- 
ditious method to carry it. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT. 



Friday, 13th February, 1793. 

Mr. Giles, from the committee to whom was re- 
committed the report of the committee appointed to in- 
quire into the causes of the failure of the expedition un- 
der major general St. Clair, together with the docu- 
ments relating thereto, including the letter from the se- 
cretary of war, and the memorial of Samuel Hodgdon, 
reported, diat the committee ha^, according to order, 
proceeded to reexamine the documents formerly before 
them, as far as seemed necessary — ^to hear and examine 
other testimony produced to them — to hear and consi- 
der the written communications made by tfie secretary 
of war, Samuel Hodgdon, ai^l the commander in chief 
of the expedition; land as the result of their farther in- 
quiries, make the following supplementary report. 

The original report commences in the following 
words: " The contract for the supjdies of the army on 
the route from Fort Pitt, was made* by Theodosius 
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FowIcF with the secretary of the treasury, and bears 
date the twenQ^«ei|^di day of October, <me thousand 
seven hundred and ninety; that at ^ same time a bcmd 
in the penalty of one hundred thousand dcdlars, with 
Waher Livingston and John Cochran, securities there- 
to, was entered into for the due execution cS the con- 
tract. That on the third day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, the contract was wholly 
transferred from the said Fowler to William Duer, a 
copy of which transfer was lodged in the office jof the 
secretary of the treasury; that by Icttpr from the secre* 
tary of war, bearing date the twenty-fifth of February, 
one thousand seven bun^lredand ninety-onci adidressed 
to William Duer, it appears that be was considered as 
contractor; that no correspondence a^qpe;^ to have ta* 
ken place subsequently to that dme, . between Theo* 
dosius Fowler and either the treasury or war^ depart- 
ments.'' 

From documents received by the committee since 
their last appointment, it appears that the copy of the 
before mentioned transfer was not lodged in the office 
of the secretary of the treasury until the seventh of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one; at 
which time it was received by the secietary of the 
treasury under cover of a letter from William Duer, 
informing him of the circumstance of the said transfer, 
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and making requidtiOBS Sir certain advances of money. 
That the secretary of the treasury, by letter in reply of 
the same date, agrees to make the advances required, 
to Wittiam Duer as the agent of Theodosms Fowler. 

It appears ^t all the warrants issued from tiie trea* 
^ry for Ae purposes of this contract, were issued to 
Wflliam Duer as the agent of Theodosius Fowler. 

The secretaty of the treasury has furnished the com- 
mittee with the written opinkms of the attorney gene- 
ral of the Ui^ted States, and seveml other lawyers of 
eminence, idl of whom pcmcur in opinion, that the se« 
'^uri&s to the bond originally given by Theodosius 
Fowler for Ae execution of tiiis contract, ^art now re- 
sponsible for aU damages consequent upon any breach 
of that contract. 

The secretary of war, who alone appears to have 
been the agent on the part of the United States, in all 
things relating to the execution of the contract, has 
ahvays corresponded widi William Duer, ^s contractor, 
and his correspondence commences at a date prior to 
that of the copy of the contract lodged at the treasury. 

The original report proceeds: ^ That on the sixth 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
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9 contract was entered into l^lWSiam Doerividi tSie 
secretaiy of war, fgsr supplying ^ troops with provi* 
sions, ontil their arrival jit Fort Pitt, and at Fort Pitt. 
A, IxMid was at the same time en^iered intpr by the said 
AViHkm Duer, fir the due execotion of the said coor 
tract in die penalty of four diousand doUais, without 
any secmi^ whatsoever." 

It appears by a reexamination of the documents for- 
merly before the committee, that the ds^ and terms of 
the said contract were misrqpresented, the date being 
the twen^-axth m^tead of the »xdi of A^il, and the 
terms €i Ac cpotract bdng to furnish proviaons for 
the troops until their arrival at Fort Pitt, but not during 
their continuance at that pbce. The first of these mis* 
takes spears to have been merely casual; the seccmd 
sqi^iears to have arisen firom paying greater atteqdcxi to 
the manner in vdiich the omtract was executed, thap 
to the terms of the contract itsdf; it having been ccm-. 
ceived by the committee that colonel NeviUe, the s^;ent 
for supplying the troops during th^ continuance at 
Fort Pitt, acted under the last menticHied contract. 
This drcumstance b rendered the. less material fix>m 
the consideration, that, according to the plan of the 
campaign, no delay of the troops at Fort Pitt was 
counted upon* The statement is otherwise correct. . 
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TR*e secretary cf lirar, in his communicaticm, states 
tlUit it was not the custom of the <^pe to require other 
security than that of the contractor, for tiie due execu- 
tion of contracts of small amount; and it appears by a 
letter ctf the secretary of the tre^ury since the former 
report, that the secretary of war consulted him upon 
^le occasion aUuded to, and that he agreed in opti&iori 
tteit ferther security was not necessary. 

It is stated in the original report, after speaking of 
^tiie contractor's agents, that " it appears by letters 
from John Kean, another of the contractor's agents, 
that no money had beeri received by him on the eighth 
of May, and it appears that, on the twenty-third- of 
March, ttere was advanced to William Duer on the 
last mentioned contract, the sum of fifteen thousand 
do&trs." Upon reexamining the letters of ^ John Kean, 
it appears that he had received the sum of fouf- hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, and no more, before the afore- 
said eighth day of May, which was before overlooked 
by the committee. And it appears from documents 
received by the committee since their report, that the 
sum ai fifteen thousand dollars was not advanced to 
WiUiam Duer on account of the last mentioned con- 
tract, on the twenty-third of March. The committee 
were led into this mistake by a document received 
from ^e treasurer, representing the fact as stateH in 
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100 9maMm&nAmwumgk* 

the a;i^{ml rep(»rt» which dooummit is s^ b^aitf ^k 
ccmunittee. The true rtatf of this tstixDmAm^ As re« 
cently statied, af>pears to be as fttiaw$v 

A waitaut issued in fawxmr of lof^eph HoweH» oa 
tbetweix^-thledof ^^^»?diy £(^tkesiiti¥o£'fiiMeh &ou> 
sactfl d^UarS) fo^ the use of the ivte* ^^rtm^t geti6« 
rally, and not for WilUiait Duer, as slat^ iii the ab* 
count rendered by the treasiu-er: of which sum, were 
advanced to Wi&iam Piier, <m ttas t^^nty^sixtfi of 
Ma^^ four thousaifd dcdiafrs; on the eigMbof MMf 
fotte^ing^ were ps^ t0 James Sm^b^ conttaeting aga:^ 
f&c WiBiam Duer, one thou^^^ <i<3flats; and between 
thetwenty^first of May and the twenty-third of Jlify, 
w«^^ jmd to John Kean, another agent for V^fiaiH 
Buer, four honied aadtfainy-seveti ddlars^ted ninety* 
one ceiste; Bf^ing the whole sum ^v^eed on the la^ 
mentioned contract, fiv^ thoussted four hundred and 
thirty-seven dolhirs and mmety-one cents; the res&due 
of the fiflpen thousand dollars is suggest^ to h^ye 
been s^j^ted to the War department gene«%* 

The oii|^nal report states that— 
" It appears &om the correspondence of genainl JBut* 
kr, from the nintht of -May to the ninth cX J^tne, re* 
peated comi^unts were made of fatal mi^nanagemoit 
and n^kcts in the quarter master's and m%Uu7 slems 
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depait»i»t», ptitlcularfy as to teotsf, l^i^apsacks, camp* 
M0$9i cartridge^boxies, pack-sadd^s, 8|ic«> all of which 
aitides were defickpt in quanti^ and bad in ijuality* 
The pack-saddles, paitimdarly, were made ip PhiladeU 
phia, whicby with the transportatiiHis amounted to more 
than double the price at which they might have been 
procured at Fort Pitt, and were found, upon examina«» 
tiqn, to be unfitlilr naer" 

TS/bti Hodgdon haa {Axiduoed t(ythe committee a ntt!9ai<i 
ber of ex parte affidavits and certificates, to prove that 
those jsevend articles were furnished in sufficient quan« 
tities and d good quaKly* Most of ^ these affidavits^ 
however, w^re made by the manu&cturers of the re- 
spective articles, br persons in the employment of. Mr« 
Hodgdon, and gesetfally writtea 19 a deferent hand-^ 
wditing fr(M9(v that of the subficribing dqponeto; and 
most of the certificates by pefstms unknowii to the 
committee. But tifeei testimony formerly taken by th^ 
committee, suid the corrobcmtion of it t^ ^ evid^ice 
of respectable and dbintere^ed^ pelrsonjs^ lately t^n 
by the committee in presence of Mn Hodgdon, appears 
abundandy sufficient to justify the statemei};^ ,of fircts 
contained in the origioal report. With ijespect to the 
pa(dL*saddles, however, it is necessiury to remark, th^t 
s(»ne 4uilsfication dT the ^expiressiopr ttsed;in tl^ oAg^ 
nal report^ would be pmpeiv They tq^pear to hayp 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



- 162 SUPPLEMENTARY IlElH>RT. 

been made of different sizes; those of the largest si2Je; 
are proved to be wholly unfit for use, the horses used 
for packhcMTses being generally small; some of the small- 
er pack-saddles, however, appear to have been used in 
the campaign, and to have answered tli^ purpose th^ 
were intended for, bi^er than was expected; 

It i& stated in the <xiginal report, tiikt, ' 
^^ The arms sent forward appear not to have been duly 
examined, and arrived at Fdrt Pitt exti«emel)r out of 
cmlef, and many totally Unfit for use, whiph circum- 
stance rendered repairs ab'solutdy necessary, and add* 
^'ai to'the delay of the troops at Fort Pitt?' 

^ The committee ^ e kd to conclude, fkcm aut^ntic 
information rectnify received, that the complamt iS 
the arms intended for the regular troops and levies is 
unfounded; some of ^le arms appear to have been 
datna^d after Aey were put into the hands of tbe 
troops, from Aeir inexperience pr carelessness, though 
delivered to them in good order. 

The committee were led to make the unqualified 
statement contained in the original report, firom the 
unqualified manner in wjiieh this subject is spc^en of 
by some of the Witnesses, formerly examined by the 
comtnittee; th^ not having sUtol witJi sufficknt pre* 
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ciaSon, the causes of ^ arms being out of wderi nor . 
spee^4ug the probable number requiring repairs.^ 

The original report proceeds with tiie following ex* 
jnsesiHon: . 

" It appearis, that a great propcMticm of the powder sup- 
{ftied for die use of the arniy, was not of good qualit^t 
though an expi^meirt was made by mqw Ferguson tsttr 
Fort Pitt, ^mib a howitiser, u^o reported in favoar;6f ' 
the powder. . u'*; 

-.-■''..-.■. . . . '■ . *i • 

The obmmitteeare satis^d, from experimeiks iiSadiP 
since the original repeat by captain Ford> at F(^ Wa^^^ 
ington, upon request of the secretary of war, and by - 
samples of the powder from thence, actuaUy fumtsl«cd 
die ccAnniS^, that tte powder was originally of ^ood' 
qualUy; but that a certain quantity of it was damaged 
by ex^sure to the jur and mo&ture after being die- 
liVered tothe trobps.* And. it appears to have been 
po^er of this description, upcm which e^perimentSi' 
were made by some of the officers in t|^ cxpedBtion^" 
which produced un&vourable impressions as to the 
^oality cf the powder in gei^i^; for it is dertsdni a 
belief' Was ^irently fentertianed amoi^t the offiodrs,* 
thalt tj^e powder m geiieral was not of good quaHt})^^ 
Tl^e insuflBiciency of the powder^ after die ;^arAiy topS: 
the fi^ld, i^ accounted for from the bad quality of the 

^ Note X6. See Appendix. 
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tnti. It is ia tm^imMy ta t]te^ix)oip^l|99>t^ 0IW( 
quantiiies of the figiedmiteuoitk^ won? ^Qlu^l^ :r^ih 
dercd useless fiHMn that cause. 

It is stsrted in the original report, that— • 
^Mr. Hodgdou waaappfHi^ quortfr jpi^asta^ ^pog^ 
IP the mai^ of March, apd c^UnuY^ ia.PbfNljllF^Mi 
wmU the foi«rtli «f June^ bt . t^|if wf»ie4 to f oiji Eitt^j 
where he aariwd i» *e *iith «f the^pBQ m^w^* : No: 
sufficient causes have appeared to the c^mwit^^ 
justify thb delay, and his preseqce with the army 
^?IHMf»d tabe esw»iaaBy ifcij^saijr ffmm^ *P!^ 

, Jf> this s«»te0^,t, t|ie d^H^^^ of ,^r 
0my at Foft Kj*. was casualty /M^jttfd^ ^hicb ap* 
pears to have bfien from the tenth;, of Jup^: till the 
twenty-sinth erf AiigiiWt, The ins^iQ^^ <^.this feet 
wiU suftci^ntly ei^plain the ?ense ,<^>1^ Ci^ifnit^e^i^ 
^ ifi^erence respecjtii^ tiine> in wWyciy t^ ipppijefjpjB, ^ 
4)e«q9^ter m^ter gen^ii^was ne?e^8ivy at ttie j^rgay, 

Jib fe stated ki the 90ginslre|>cHt,-th»t?^ 
^^j^hm were six h«ftdr^dM»4^yei^y^sii»,^n^^ 
At; Fort Washington: thevfifst. frf Jv#^ iwd n^siet of 
tllQse tcteUy mt of rep^,^^ 
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to be accurate^ ascihrtained, are adinit^ted bjr die s^ 
cretary of war to have be«i at Fort WashingtCHiy m. 
the aitaation described; but he suggests that they were 
old and usdess amis, wlueh had been colkcted at that 
place, and were not bcmMed ut)on as any part of the 
supply of arms ^ the ^xpedkion; it appears that tte- 
regnkr troops and levies were complete suppHod 
With arms, withoilt recurrence td Ihis atoek: but « 
iium^r of them w^6 repaired, byx>rdtts of At cooa. 
mander in chief of the expediticMi with a view, as he 
suggests, to arm the militia from Kentucky, who it 
was expected j woidd arrive ei&er insufficiently anni^i 
or not armed at all: and he did not cofx^ye the v<* 
rangcMeht made by flie war department, cmipetent to- 
arming thd mifttia, together with the other troops* 

The- original report states, that— 
"The privates of the levies recfcived but three ddlars 
pay each, from the tiih6 of thek respective inlistmenta^ 
to the time of their respective discharges, and were ac- 
tually discharged without further pay or settlement; 
notes of discharge were given them specifying the 
time of their service, and bearing indorsations that somd 
advances had been made them on account, without 
stating the amount, the object of which is suggested 
tp have been to prevent transfers; the intended effect 
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into not prodaoed/ by the meaisure; the noti^ werescdd 
for trifikig consi^rations; iht real sums dae on the 
notes were vadbus^ fixnateni to twenty^five d<^ars^, 
and they werd often s(dd for one dollar, .or one gaHon. 
ci whbk3ey;.the momts^for the p^^ of the levfes.dldo 
not leaver Ptnlac]^)biat|U the £wrtfa^<i^ D^icen^er <me:; 
thousand seven hundi^ed and ninc^-oae, nor arrive at^ 
Fort Washir^ii imtilthe tburd i>f Jianuftry. one thousand- 
seven hutdnBd andtiuiety-twoi some time after thelMt 
inlisted levies virere known to have b^ixin^^d to di^ir ^ 
difiidiarges. r 

Jbvaddkion to. the reasons oontfon^d in the <Migtp4; 
rq)ort respec^g the dkchairging of :tlM^ levies, witibout . 
4lieir stipujkated p^y i wh^ are adnatte^ b}' the secretary 
c£ war to be justly stated, he has in his l^te comnnini* 
catbn suggested to the committee that, at ^e time of 
the dischai^e a£ the levies, there was actualfy .Jl^.the 
hands of the quarter master g^^ral, the sum of »Xf 
teentlK^usund two hundred and ninety-two doUars^and, 
seventy c^^, which were subject to be applied to any 
object agreeably to the discsretioa of the commander 
in chief of tte expedition, and might, have been applied) 
if he had tlwught preqper, to the payment of the dis* 
c|;iarged levies, and would have been sufficient for two 
m<H)ths' pay to the officers, and four months' pay to 
the privates. This sum is admitted by ^e quarter 
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master general, to have been in his hands^ at die time 
^4iie: discharge c^ the levies, ab^ would have be^ 
aipphed to their pay tf ordets had been given by the 
commander in cluef ctf the expedition, for tiiatpur- 
pose, but that no such orders ever were received by 
him. The secretary of war infers, from these xircum* 
stances, that no censure should be imputed to the war 
department, for not having paid impticit attention to 
this subject. 

:. The ckcumstances respecting this trsinsaction, have 
been attentively examin<id by the committee, and ap* 
pear to them to be the following: the quarter master 
general uponhis leavingPhiladelphia, was furnished with 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars 'for the use of that 
department. He was afterwards furnished with two 
other sums, to wit: the sum of seventeen thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four dollars and fi% cents, 
on the twenty-third day of July, and the sum of two 
thousand two hundred and twenty-four dollars and six^ 
cents, cm the seventh day of July, making together, the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars and sixty *mne cents. 
.It appears by a letter from the secretary of war to the 
commander in chief of the expedition, that five thou- 
sand dollars of this sum were to be applied to th^ pdy 
of the regular troops, if tiie commander in chief should 
think that a proper appropriation of the money, which, 
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ho^ewr, vm not done,^ the reiiiainiiig jpoit itf.lUb 
nMxAey wbsflmended to fyrm a kind of militiiy dki&A^ 
to ansiver contii^ent exptoaeis, subject^ faoviver, to 
the GOfltrol of ^ coihmaiider m cfaie£ It appeadrs 
^t the quarter wa^et genenll, m addition tb these 
applies of cash, M^as authorized to draw Inlld op th^ 
secretary at war, wkh thb restriction; that the com- 
mander in cbief shonU approve 6f the draughts, and 
certify the necessity or the propriety of makilig them. 
The quarter master general commenced hb draughts 
at Fort Htt, previou^y to his arrival at head quarters, 
to the amount of twothous^d six hundred dollars, and 
OMittnued them after hid arrival; but it does not appear 
tfaattSiosedraugl^ were cert^d, or sanctioned by the 
commander^ in ch^: aQ of whi^h weiire honqi^td bgr 
die secretary of war. 

It is suggested by the commander in chiei^ tlmt h^ 
never considered the nKsney be£ar^ mentioned, appro^ 
priated to the pay of the levies upon their 4isdiai^^ 
nor that it was ever intended to be appGedto that 
object; he farther suggests a want of knowledge of the 
money said to be on hand at the time of the disth^irge 
of the levies; although he admits, that thfe quainter 
master genieral, shortly after his arrival at head qu&rters, 
tendered him a statement of ^ cash on hand, whidi 
he returned without examination, obserying that he 

* Note 17* See Appendix. 
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had ^ca^y received sufficient irt{winatk)nf relatively 
Umeto frpn^ the secretary <rf.w^; that heifW iafprfijif 
cd of the amount of monies originally receiv^ by the 
quarter master general, and conceivied that he could 
form some idea of the b^Jance on hand, from the sums 
disbursed in consequence of jyarrante dteiwn by him, 
which he expec^d were paid from that fund; thathb 
w^t of ii^ctftnatjon, as to the ival balance, arose 
from the circumstance of ]the bills drawn by the quar* 
ter master general without his knowledge, or the requi^ 
site certificate from him, which bills operated as a re>- 
lief to that fund for their amount* The commander 
in chief of the ea^pedition further suggested, in the 
presence of the quarter master general, ikmt upw 
n^ing drau^tfs up^m tl^ &mA before alluded to, -he 
usually inquired of the quarter mai^r general, wfa^« 
ther it was sufficient for tibe purpose of answering the 
draught; and upon repeating this inquiry just before 
the; disch^ge of the levies, he received for answer that 
" the chest was v/ery low." This, statement was acqui* 
esced in, or at least was not denied by the quarter masr 
ter general. 

The quarter master general has famished the com- 
mittee with a statement of his account, by which it 
appears, that he had on hand, on the fifth November, 

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, gash to 

z 
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&e amount of fifteen diou^md niiie hummed and 
twelve do^S) and fiarty-two cents, and two tBrd^ of a 
cent, wilich, he suggests, have been applied to the usp 
of his^parttnent. This balahcjE^ is denied to have 
been on hand^ by t)%e eommander in chie^ at the time; 
and he has ftiniished a statement of disbt^rsements 
ftom the ori^hal fund, whic^ leaves the balance, at the 
time erf the discharge of the levies, t)f one thousand 
JTour hundred and eighty *thrfee dollars, eighty-six cj^ts, 
exdusive of tibe five thoKtsand dollars i^prqpriiited to 
the pay of , the pld troops. 

The conunander in chief suggests that there was no 
paymaster td the apny, ncnr any person autl)(»ized to 
settte the accounts of Ae soldiers, and ascerto^ the 
real balances due to them, until the arrival of Mr* 
Swsm on the third day of January, cme thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, and infei% that he hsid no au- 
thority to ctirect a se^mer^ and order pay to the sol- 
diers untU he was informed of the an^angements n^e 
at the wkr office relatively to that object. This sugges- 
tion is strongly corroborated by a letter of the secre- 
tary of war, addressed to the commander in chief, and 
forwarded by Mr. Swan, which designates, Mr. Sw^ 
as paymaster, and contains instructions relatively to 
the term» of settling the accounts of the soldiery. The 
same letteit serves to shew, that the twenty thousand 
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and ftixty^kie dollars and ten wnt$i put iiHo, tfie 
possession of the quarter master general, wape.bot coc^ 
du^vely destmed for the pay of the levies, nbr^iso 
considered by the secretary of war; because k is as- 
sert^ in that letter, that Mr. Swan is furnished with a 
sum of money sufficient for the pay of ^ kvies, 
without makkig any deduction in consequence: pf.tli^ 
monies furaii^ed the qusuter master get[ieral« ; ; 

•-'■■.'- -i. 
It is asserted by the secretary of war, in his ctim* 
munication to the committee, that the time of. service 
of the levies did not expire until after the arrival of 
Mr. Swan at Fort Washington, particularly Gafther's 
and Rhea's bat^cms, the term of their inlt^SKtits 
having been, to serve six months ^fter their arrival at 
Fort Washington, which was deosaediUie p)a6^ f)f 
rendezvous. The time which )iad elapsed frora Ae 
period of their inlistments to their arrival at Fof't 
Washington; dte evident impropriety of annexing 
such a ccmdition to the mlistments, caused the con- 
dition itself to be dbpf^nsed with, and those levies 
were actually discharged shortly after the twelfth. of 
November, t>pe thousand seven hundred apd ninety^ 
one, in c^^quence of their having served six 
months, which is the extent of the service authorised 
bylaw, and actually receiv^l certificates at that time, 
of having performed six months service. 
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Upon a reexamina^cm of the original ireport, and 
the evidence now bdbre the cominktee, they are sa-* 
tbfied mih the same, and find no material alteratic»i3 
er corrections necessary. 

A regard for candour has iiuiuced the committee to 
Mopt this mode of reporting, because the ori^a! re* 
port b th^d>y preserved, mistakes exisdng in the same 
and which are now corrected, and the causes of those 
tttistakes rendered obvious, and the whole subject pre- 
sented to view, upon the feirest terms, in the opinion 
of the coimnittee, to all persolis concerned thefrein. ' 

Ordered, That the ^s:^ supplementary repeat, toge, 
ther with the rqport whidi was made the eighth day 
of May last, be committed to the committee of the 
whole house on Wednesday next, - 

Tuesday^ the 9,6th February, 1793. 
On a motion made and seconded, ** That the house 
do now, according to the order of the day, resolve itr 
self into a committee of the whole house, to take into 
consideration the reports of the committees appointed to 
inquire into the causes of the failure of iS[it expedition 
under major general St. Clair." It passed in the ne- 
gative. Ordered that the committee of the whole 
house be discharged. Thys it appears that, although 
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tile house had resolved to inquire into the causes of the 
fiflure erf* that expedition, and the inquhy had been 
pursued mth great assiduity by the committees to 
whom it was referred, and a report had been made 
from each of them, they were determined that neither 
themselves or die public should be informed; the ill 
oxisequences of which I have severely felt, and stlH 
condnue to feel, though twenty-one years have elaj^sed 
Mige'the event that gave nse to 'die inquiry. 
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To Samuel Hodgdon, quarter master 
general to the army. 

CaipiHF siacty-eigkt^wd a half mile^ ad^ced, 

21st October, 1791. 
SIR, 

From a letter of the contrsKstor's agent for trans- 
porting the provisions oS the army, of the seventeenth 
instant, I have the greatest reason to fear a d^appoint- 
ment which may render the whole campai^ abortive. 
You will, therefcre, sir, with all the expedition 3rou can 
make, go back and obtain a certain and precise account, 
from him, of the measures he has taken to aferd a certain 
supply of provisions for the army, not only at this place, 
but at every other where it may move to; and on the com- 
munication, I should have been glad to have furnished 
you with a copy of my orders to him upon the subject. 
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but I Mve them not with mc: thejr are m genoii 
these***-4hat forty-five thou^nd rati(^ of provisions 
should move wUh the army: that twice in «vety t^ 
days, forty-five thousand rations should move fi'om 
Fort Washington to the next post, until three himdred 
and sixty thousand rations were sent forward; that fcnr- 
ty^five thousand lotions should again move with the 
army firom the first post to a second, and an e(|ual num« 
ber twice in every ten days until the residue of the 
three hundred and sixty thousand were carried forward, 
and so <m> from post- to post, still moving with forty- 
five thousand rations. They have failed entirely in 
enabling me to move with forty-five thousand rations, 
and firom the letter above menticmed, the agent seems 
not to expect to move any beyond this place; for he 
says, "if you move firom thence (meaning this place) 
shortly, and take ten days provision with you, it will 
deprive us of the means to transport what may be ne- 
cessary after that is es^uiusted." After, then, that you 
know exactly what the ccmtractor can do as to trans- 
ports^tion, (for so far as .they ca^ do it, it is their busi- 
ness, and must not be taken out of their hands) you 
^ill take your measures so, as that, on the twenty-se- 
venth instwit, I may be able to move with three hun- 
dred horse-loads of flour, and^ that one hundred and 
fifty hcu'se-loads isucceed that every seven days: one 
hundred aikl fifty horses being sent back every seven 
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days. For whatevever expense may attend the ar« 
rangementy this shall be your warrant; and I am. cer* 
tain, from your personal character, as well as from your 
zeal for the public good, that no unnecessary expense 
will be incurred. It is to be observed, that our beef 
will be expended about the £fdi or luxth of next 
month. When I left Fort Washii^on, the agertt of 
the contractor informed me th^t ht expected a drove 
of cattle very soon; \iiiethcr they are arrived or not I 
am not informed. I have written to him on this occa- 
sion; but I request you to infornt yourself and, if ne- 
cessary, to make provbic^ there also; and indeed there 
is not a moment to lose about it, and to provide for any 
deficiency. He writes me that the cp^asures he has 
taken will ^ve a supply to the la^ of December or a. 
month longer, but nothing must be left to hazard. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) 



Arthue Sx. Clair* 



Samuel Hodgdon^ Esq. 
Quarter master general. 
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To the Hon. Thomas Fitzsimmons, 
Chairman of the Committee of 
Inquiry. 

Philadelphia, 23d January, 1792. 
SIR, 

TaE communic^itiohs that hj^ve been made to the 
comttiift^ by the secretaiy of war and Mr. Hodgdon, 
seem intended to give a new turn to the inquiry, and 
p^eseftt themselves to niy^miiuly not as a just^cation 
ctf themselves^ or an exculpation from any share which 
they, or either of them, may have had in producing the 
mbfoititnes of the last can^aign: but a co^ibkied at* 
tack li^on me personally. It would be improper in me 
to obtrude ppon the committee any observati<^s I may 
think prop^ to make upon thb^ communications, in 
that point of view; but as it has been remarked, that 
some part of the report of tlie committee (respecting 
Mr. Hodgdon particularly) may have been drawn from 
the information contained in my official letter to the 
secretary of war, the trutii of which information has 
been denied, it is i^umbait on me to shew to the com- 
mittee, as far as it is now in my power to shew it, that 
• ' 2 A ^ 
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die informaticm I gave was well founded: to that endp 
I would-request that captain Suydam and captain Ker- 
sey, who are, I believe, at New Brunswick in New 
Jersey, may be summoned as witnesses, and general 
Harmar and major Zeigler, who are in this city. These- 
art the only persons I know of at presents^ whp were at 
Fort Washington when I arrived there, who are within 
reach; and the use I mean to make of their testimony 
is^ to fix what was the general opinion in the army vfiih 
respect to Mr. Hodgdon as quarter ma^er, and the 
great share of toil, trouble, and vexation that fell upon 
me from his absence. I mention the use which is in- 
tended to be m^e of it, because, if those points are 
thought to be sufficiently established alreidy^i ^ L*^woul4 , 
dispiense with captain Su}^m and captain Kersey, m 
account of the txouble/aBki'expefiscr the journey must 
unoiTQidably put th*m tt>. I woujd al^ ritqi^st that the 
committee would fcall for the letters of coloneir|Ment- 
ge?5, to the war office, in hijs quality of icuspector, afi^ 
I assumed the comm^md at. Fort Washington^ 
I.haive the honour to t^ jScc. 
(Signed) ; :. V . 



Arthur St. Gxair. 



The honourable TViomas^ JFitz- 
Simmons^ Chairman of the 
Committee of Inquiry. 
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To General Knox, Secretary of War. 



Philadelphia, 5th December, 1792. 

sm, 

Iir the letter you honoured me with on the twen- 
ty-ninth of last month, you inform me that the com- 
mittee of congress had stated in their report, that a 
great part of the powder supplied for the expedition 
under my command, in 1791, was bad, and desire my 
opinion on that subject. 

In your letter to me of the eighteenth August, 1791, 
you informed me that repeats had «been raised in Phi- 
ladelphia, that the powder sent forward for the expe- 
dition was not good, and desire that it may be proved 
according to a method therein prescribed. In answer, 
on the . . day of . .1 informed you that those 
reports had reached Pittsburgh before major Fergu- 
son left that place, or the powder been forwarded from 
thence, and that he had informed me that he had prov- 
ed it there and found it of sufficient strength, and I 
gave you the reasons why I declined making any expe- 
riment upon it at Fort Washington. This referred to 
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Ae musket powder, which was, 1 believe, of good qua- 
lity; at least no complaint was made of it. But, I had 
no opportunity to know how it w6uld answer in 
firing, until the day of the action, having had no pa* 
per, not a sipgle sheet, to make cartridges for exercise. 
The rifle powder was very generally complained of, al- 
though the best in tjie magazine wat selected for ser^ 
vice. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 
(Signed) 

Arthur St- Cj^ajr* 
General KnoXj Secre* 
tary of war. 
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From the Secretary of War to gene- 
ral St. Clair. 

War departm^t, 23d of December, 1 79 1 , 

sm, 

I HAVE'received youlr letter of the ninth Novem- 
ber by the way of Lexington, and yours of the seven- 
teenth, by Mr. Denny. 

Your misfortune, to be sure, has been great and uu» 
expeeted. But, sir, it was one of those incidents which 
sometimes happen in human affairs, which could not, 
under existing circumstances, have been prevented. 

The event, and the gallant men, are to be regretted, 
but the mind, instead of beiilg depressed, must b/e 
braced to prepare an adecjuate remedy. 

In devising measures to this end, I should have been 
happy that your health and other circumstances per. 
mitted that you had repaired here even earlier than your 
intimationSf 
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Be assured, sir, that however great the defeat, that 
both your reputation, and the reputation of the troops 
under your command are unimpeached; the fact seems 
to be pretty well ascertained by the way of JDetroit, 
through different channels of communication, that you 
must have had opposed to you upwards of twenty-five 
hundred Indians. If this should prove true eventually, 
the consolation would at least arise, that you were beat- 
en by superior numbers. I enter not into particulars,! 
as it is probable you will be ^oon here, as it is also pro- 
bable that even diis letter may nriiss you. 

I am, sir, 

With high esteem and respect, ^. 

(Signed) 

Henrt Kkox, 

Secretary of war. 
Major general 

St Clair. 
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To Major Brown, commanding the 
militia of Kentucky. 

. i ' . ■ • : ' • 

Fort Washington, 12th Nov. 1791. 
SIR, 

I REqtJEST the favour Ulat you will mskt 
known to the militia the great regret I feel for the loss 
they sustained in their late gallant commander, lieute- 
nant colonel Oldham, and several other brave officers 
and soldiers. It is with pleasure I acknowledge the 
satisfaction received from their general orderly beha- 
viour, and the harmiony and good understanding that 
prevailed, during the campaign, between th^m and the 
other classes of troops which composed the army. If 
some of them did desert the service qf their qountry at 
a critical moment, it reflects a lustre upon those who 
were not to be influenced by the base example; but as 
that very desertion occasioned the absence of a consi- 
derable body of the troops at the time of the action, 
and may thereby have been the cause of the misfor- 
tune that befell us, it will be the duty of every officer 
to use his utmost endeavours that they be brought to 
condign punishment agreeably to the laws of the 
country. . 
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While I wish the militia, individually, a safe return 
to their families, and to their country all happiness^ I 
cannot resist the giving this further proof of my good 
will, by observing, that in no case where I have seen 
militia employed, has there been that subordination and 
prompt obedience of orders, wrhich are necessary to the 
siiccess of military operations; and I recommend it to 
them, should they ever be again called into their coun- 
try's service, to endesivour to acquire those habits, and 
to practise them with alacrity, as the only means, under 
God, by which either personial honour or public adyan- 
tage can be obtained. 

With great respect, 
I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Arthur St. Clair. 
Major BrowHf commanding 
the militia of Ki^tucky. 

The above letter was sent to major Brown (for he nor 
the militia did not retuni to Fort Washington) before 
he crossed into Kentucky, and a copy was sent to the 
printer at Lexington, with a request that it might be 
published, but he did not think proper to comply with it. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



LETTERS* 185 



Copy of a Letter to the honourable 
John HanQOck> President of Con- 
gress. 

Fort Edward, 14th July, 1777. 
SIR, 

Congress may probably think it extraordinary, 

that so much time has elapsed before they heard from 

me, after a step of so much consequence, as the eva* 

cuation of the postsf that had been entrusted to my 

care; but it was not in my power to write whilst ou 

the march to this place. I am sorry to find, that my 

letter to general Schuyler the night the evacuation took 

place, has not come to his hands, as, for want of that, 

though he has, doubtless, informed congress of the 

event, he could not give them the reasons that induced 

it; they were these: 

Seeing the posts of Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen- 
dence were nearly invested, and having intelligence by my 
spies, that they would be completely so in twenty-four 
hours, when we should be cut off from the possibility of 
succour: that the batteries of the enemy were ready to 
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Open, and the whole of our encampment on the Ti- 
ccnideroga exposed to their fire. CcKisidering, at the 
same time, the weakness of the garrisons; that the ef^ 
fective numbers were not sufficient to man one half of 
the works, and that, consequendy, the whok must be 
upon constant duty, which they could not possibly 
long sustain, and that of course, the places with their 
garrisons, must inevitably, in a very few days, fall into 
the enemy's hands. I saw no alternative but to evacuate 
tiiem and bring off the army; whereupon I called the 
general officers together, to take their sentiments. 
They were unanimously of opinion, that the places 
should be evacuated without the least loss of time; and 
it was accordingly set about that night, the fifth instant. 
After embarking in the boats as much of our cannon, 
provisions, and stores as was possible, the boats were 
ordered to Skeensborough, and I sent colonel Long, 
an active, diligent, good officer, to take the command 
there, with his regiment, and the invalids, until I 
should join him with the army, which was to march to 
that place by the way of Casdetown. The body of the 
army reached Castletown the next evening, thirty miles 
from Ticonderoga and twelve from Skeensborough; 
but the rear guard, under colonel Warner, which with 
the stragglers and infirm, amounted to near twelve 
hundred, stopped shew! of that place six niiles, and 
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were next momiiig attacked by a strcmg detachm^iit 
the enemy had s^nt to hang on our rear and retard oiu* 
march. Two regiments c^ militia, who had left us the 
evening before, and halted about two miles from coio« 
nd Warner, were immediately ordered to his assists 
ance, but, to my great suiprise, they marched direct* 
ly down to me: at the i^me ^e I received informa* 
tion, that the enemy were in possession of Skeens» 
borough, and had cut off all our boats and armed 
vessels. Thb oblig^ me to change my route, that 
I might not be put betwixt two fires, and at the same 
time, be able to bring off colonel Warner, to whom 
I sent orders, if he found the enemy too strong, to re- 
treat to Rutland, where he would find me to cover 
him, that place lying at nearly equal distances from 
both. Before my orders reached him, his party was 
dispersed, after having for a considerable time, sus- 
tained a very warm engagement, in which the enemy, 
suffered so much, that they pursued him but a small 
distance. Our loss I cannot ascertain, but believe it, 
does not exceed fcxty killed and wounded. About tw^ 
hundred of the party joined me at Rudand and since, h\x% 
great numbers of them are still missing, and I suspectr 
have gone down into New England by the way of 
Number Four. After a very &tiguing march of seven 
days, in which the troops suffered much from bad weai* 
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ler the twelfth instaht. ' ' - 

It was my 6iriginal plan t6 rcitrcdt to tBis pisMj ^tisA 
I might be between general Btirgoyne and tht inhabi- 
tants, and that the militia mi^t have someil^% round 
which to coBect themselves; it is noi*r efficted, aiid the 
tniiitia ^^ct coming in, so that I have the mt>fet saiigume 
hopes that thfe progress of the enemy will be Checked; 
apd I niayyet have the ^isfaction to experience^rat, 
by abaiidoning a post, I have eventudUy savitlWistaJ^. * 

Pirhapis I m^y be censured by tht^e'M*^ ni^ titoic. 
quainted with the situatioh I i^as in, for ri6t sboAef-iaflhig 
Ae ttiflitia to my assistance. I thuik I ihfortfttdcbhgft^ 
that I could itot db tliat for Want of pfeVisiohs^* anfl ^s 
soon as I got a supply I did 6^ for them, ^ttd-^s jBin* 
ed by near nine htiAdred: the dky before th© eVa^iuktionf 
llmt theytiam^ firbm hbihe'-^b Jll provided, that they 
could not nor wtmhi not stay with me but ia few days. 
The two Massaciiukfetts regimtntsof jiiilitialjkewi^, 
which composed part bf the ^^arris<»i, gave ihfe hbtice 
that their time exph-ed in two days, arid then they in* 
tended to go home. In vain did I be^ of their officers 
to exert every Jnfiuence they had over them, and from ^ 
their subsequent behaviour, I am fully persuaded the 
officers were most to blame. They kept with me, how- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC^ 



tM^am. ISO 

ever, fdt t<Wi iiyii but thdfr coiriuct was so fictttdoas 
and disordefly, imd tHiir' trample beginning^ to aflfect 
the continental troops, iS/Tis coiistriilncd to ^dnd them 



Ihdoserf yotl ti^^d a copy of the council of war, 
in which is contained the prim^ides upon which the 
tttieat was ui^rtaken.' At I found all tire general of- 
ficers so fiilly of opiflitori diat it should be tind^irtaken 
immediately, I forbore to mention to them many cir- 
cumstances which might have in^enced them, and 
which I should have laid before them had they been of 
different sentiments; for I was, and still am, so firmly 
convinced ctf the necessity as well as the propriety <rf 
It, that I believe 1 shbuH have ventured upon it had 
Aey been every one against it. 

I have the utmost confidence in the candour of con- 
gress, and persuade myself that, notwithstandmg the 
loss they have sustained, when they have impartially 
considered I was posted, with titde more than two 
thousand men, in a place that rec^tiired ten thousand to 
defend it: that these two thousand were ill equipped 
and worse armed (not above one bayonet in ten, an 
arm essential in the defence of lines): that with these 
two thousand t have made good a retreat from under 
the nose of an army at least four times their numbers. 
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a^ have tbcm now between ]die country apd the ene- 
my, ready to act against them, my conduct will agpcv, 
at least, not deserving of cepsuie. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

. AjiTHpR St. Qlair. 

P. S., The enen^y's force, from the l;]^^t accounts, is 
three thousand five hundps^d Brit^b, four thtousand 
Brunswick and Hesse Hanau, two Ijiundred bidians ai^d 
two himdred CanadiaiiSt 



AT A COUNCIL OF GENERAL OFFICERS, HELD 
AT TICONDEROGA, 5th JULY, iVrr, 

Major General St. Ci,AiR, 
Brigadier General Djs Rochefermoy, 
Brigadier General Poor, 
Brigadier General Patterson, 
Colonel Commandant Long. 

General St. Clair represented to the Council that, as 
there is every reason to believe that the batteries of the 
enemy are ready to open op the Ticonderoga side, ai^d 
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the ^mp is very much exposed to their fire, and to be 
enfiladed oh all quarters, and as there is also reason to 
expect an attack upon Ticonderoga arid Mount Inde- 
pendence at the same time, in wWch case, neither could 
draw any support from the other, he desires their opi- 
nion, whether it would be most proper to remove the 
tents to the low grounds, where they would be less ex- 
posed, and WMtthe attack at the Ticbnderoga lines; 
or whether the whole of the troops should be drawn 
over to Mount Independence, the more effectually to 
provide fi>r the defence of that post At the same time 
die general begged leave to inform them, that the whole 
of our force consisted of two thousand and eighty-nine 
rank and file, including one hundred ind twenty-four 
artificers unarmed, besides the corps of artillery, and 
nine hundred militia that have^joined us, and will stay 
but a few days. 

The council was unanimously of opinion that it is 
impossible, with our force, to defend Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence, and that the troops, camion, and 
stores, diould be removed this night, if possible, to 
Mount Independence. 

2dly. Whether, aflier the division of the army at 
Ticonderoga have retreated to Mount Independence, 
we shall be in a situation to defend that post, or in case 
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Answer.-^Mzny of thrai broken and out of order, 
owing to the negligence of the men smd accidents oa 
the march, and from some of the arms being Mj but 
the officers were informed and mstructed to have 
them repaired; about thirty arms in Gaither's, and as 
many in the Jer^y battalion. The arms in the first 
and second regiments were superior to those of the 
fevies. 

Question with respect to touchhotes. — Ht recoAects a 
few of them, and ordered die guns to be exdianged; 
some of them had none; had no o]^rtunity c£ in« 
spectingparticulaily, Butler's, Clarke's, and Bedii\gar'9^ 
in number about six hundred. The clothiog of die 
levies was iitferior to that of the first re^ment except 
the overalls; was of opinion that had they been ever so 
good, they would not have lasted diem^ owing to their 
not taking care <^ them; did not see any of the men 
bairefooted, but heard the officers complaun that shoes 
did not last them three weeks. 

Qtie^^n^— Were not the arms of those sent fiiom 
Pittsburgh inspected at Fort Washington? 

Answer. — Thqr were, except Rhea'i^ battalion, about 
one hundred and nineteen men. 
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Questkm. — Were the anw witfi wWch the tedops. 
arrived at Fort WaAington, repabed there? 

Amwer.-T-Hc cannot tell. 

Question. — ^What artificers were there at Fort Wash- 
ington? 

Answer. — Thuty-two; six were engaged by the 
quarter master, they were employed under the direc- 
tion of major Ferguson, m repairing arms and military 
stores, making cartridges and preparing cannon; three 
hundred dozen of cartridges were made at Fort Wash- 
ington. 

Qtte^fion.— What repairs did artillery want? 

./^mc^^,-— Making new carriages and mounting for 
cannon, and saddkr's work. 

Qjuestian by Mr. Ua^dan. — Do you know of any 
compkunt of the powder? 

Answer. — ^He did not; tried some of it with his pis* 
tols and found it good. 
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Answer. — They were a bad set of men, not fit to 
be soldiers; a number of them with rotten legs (thirty) 
fifty or sixty wheelbarrow mej^ in the two battalions, 
oi the last class about a hundred; the first class^ 
he believed, remained mosdy at Fort Washington. 

Q^esHqn to general KnopCy bjf the committees— VI tn 
(he above men mustered before they marched? 

AjmDer^-^lih&y were mustered at the different ren- 
dezvous by major Ferguson, major Craig, and Mr. 
Swan, 

Question to Colonel Mentgetz. — What was the state 
of di9pipline of those levies? ^ 

Answer. — They had no discipline at all. 

Question. — Was due attention paid to tl^os?- levies 
tfter they arrived? 

Answer. — Th^re was. 

Question by general Jfwoo:.— What was the quality 
of the militia? . 
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about two hundred aod sixty ^ sa^i; twenty c^ them 
discharged or left at the hospital at Fort Washington. 

Question.'^Whsit was the quality of the first and se- 
cond rpg^^^ 

vf«ncw.-^Second raiment, some of them bad men 
of the class above described; first regiment mostly 
good men. 

Qtt^2P«wi.-i*-What number of riflemen in the army? 

Answer. — About three hundred in the militia, and 
forty;4wo in Rhea's batt^ion. 

^I^tim by general St. CAwr.— *Were you not an 
eye witness to a great number of arms bemg repaired 
at Fort Wa^ungton, and that we were so extremely 
pressed)* that all the artificers in the army were employ* 
ed cm that bus^iesSi and could with difficulty get 
through it? 

Answer. — I saw them employed in repairing arms, 
but there were good arms in store sufficient to arm 
the men. 
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QfieHion by general Ktox-^jyo you tiunk the expe- 
^tjxm was ddayed for want of arms? 

^swer.^^l do not, not do I believe it was. 

Qju^Han. — Do you think the defeat was owing to 
the badness of the arms? 

Answer. -^1 do not. 

Question by the committee. — ^Do you think the re- 
pair of arms was any interruption to the discipline of 
the army? 

Answer, — So fer as the number went it was. There 
were rope-makers, and other tradesmen. Ropes were 
made from hemp for traces for tfie artillery, in the 
absence c^the quarter master* 

Question by general St. Clair. — ^Was there but one 
draught of artificers made from the army? 

Answer. — Does not know. 

Question by general St Clair. -^Do you not recollect 
that an order was given for the smiths to do no work 
of any kind for the officers? 
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jlniwer.-^ldo not, a numbar of rifles in l^iea's bat- 
talion were juivate jHropjerty, and wanted repairs. Two 
tinmen were employed in making cannisters for shot, 
and two smitl^ in making camp*-ketd^« 

Questiofu — Do you recollect how many smith's fires? 

jinswer. — ^There were six besides the travelling for- 
ges. The cartridge boxes in Gaither's and Patterson's 
battalions were old and unfit, but were ordered to be 
repaired. 

Question. — ^What was the quality of the tents gene* 
raUy? 

Jnswer.^'Tht tents of two companies, one from Ma- 
ryland, and the other from North Carolina, were good; 
the rest were bad, the frcmt and rear part of them, and 
would not keep out the rain, firom actual experiment. 

Qi^^tioii.— Was it possible for the men to keep 
themselves or arms, &c. dry in them? 

Answer. — ^The horsemen's tents would not keep out 
rain; saw about five that were good, but did not know 
whether they were sent forward from the war depart* 
ment. There were no knapsacks but . haversacks. 



Digiffeed by ViOOQ IC 



•200 ' EXAMINATOIK 

generafly planted blue ahd red; saw &H buj^drdd in 
the sto^, pfunted'in tlie sttore ^i§b&r ^^mpf maMliM* 

Question by ^gen^yif MCao^:* — Did you liear 4^e de- 
feat of the army ascribed to the badness of the tents? 

'. . ' ' • ' > 

Answer.-^ did not. 

General Harmat^ sworn. 

He was not with general St. Clair on the expedi- 
tion; was at Fort Washington when the generd arrived; 
heard numberless complaints among the officers of Ae 
ill conduct of Mh^ Hodgdon, the quarter master, and 
of his not being forward at head quarters, and the trou- 
ble that general St. Clair was unavoidably sub- 
jected to by his absence. Is of opinion that the ar- 
rangements of Mr. Hodgdon, after he did arrive, were 
ill judged and defective. These deficiences, he under- 
stood by conversing with the officers, left Fort Wash- 
ington twenty -fifth or twenty-seventh October one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-one. These discon- 
tents were frequent among the officers, and froni his 
own observations he judged of the bad arrangements 
of Mr. Hodgdon, particularly the tying lip the horses 
to the fences; cavalry were sufferinjg for want of forage 
which the fences shewed, as they eat the fences both be- 
fore and after the arrival of Mr. Hodgdon; heard ma- 
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j^ Fer^sott complain of the quarter master about* the 
trduUb he gave him in his department. The conw 
plaints of the cAoers were want of fbrage, smallnesji 
of tents, bad^s of pack*saddles, and matiy otiieir ftr- 
ticks. Remembers he heard major Ferguson inveigh- 
ing bitterly against the quarter master's conduct; took 
notice of the teats being very bad; the flanki^ were of 
Rusisia sheeting) and the ends of crocus, or o»iaburg; 
were very small, and could not in his* opinion keep out 
the rain. The clothing of the levies was miserable 
indeed; great disparity between the clothing for the 
regulars aiid tliat for the levies; the latter, was not 
half so good in quality; heard great complaints by 
sundry officers of the levies. The increased toil of the 
general, he understood firom the officers, was on ac- 
count of the absence of the quarter master. I^id not 
hear major Ferguson complain particularly of the 
trouble he had in repairing arms, but heard him com- 
plain loudly against the quarter master for the trouble 
he gave him in his partacular department; h^^rd his 
complaints, particularly of the pack-saddles, sayings 'that 
Aey were large enou^ for elephants; did not hear, 
any observations on the powder while at Fort W*«ph- 
ington, but has heard complaints of it from the officers 
since. Does not recollect hearing any complaints of 
hospital stores. Considers the movement to Ludlow's 

station as a necessary movement to get out of the 

2i> 
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irSlage. CoTOW^? thtt <M»e »e to evciy ^t to b$ 
meee^ssy for tjrot we and commpn ooo^rr^ices 094 
Siordi, be^deq a magazine kjS fixes, fix)es, ^ws« &c* 
£k the purpose of buflding bridges^ makii^ fortificib 
tiohs and cutting roa<b« 

Question by the secretary of wor.—Do you recollect 
a number ci useless arms accumulated at Fwt Wash- 
ington? 

Answer. — I do. Some were brought firom Mus- 
kingum; some of them worked up as old iron. 

Question by the secretary of war.— Do you recollect 
any useless arms in store at Fort Washington, while 
you had the command? 

Jinstver.-^I do recollect a few; they were very gene* 
rally repaired when out of order, and of course few 
could remain useless^ 

Question. — Where were your recruits armed? 

Answer. — At Philadelphia. They came well armed 
to him. 
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sttte of the gun^^earrii^^cs that were used upon your 
expedition? , . 

Answer .^-^1 do not think they were in order ior ano- 
ther expedition^ but must have been much wreeked| 
but mig^t have been repaired; son^e of them had been 
new oa Ijhat expedMon^ 

\ Qmft'ofi.— Where was the ammunition for ordnance 
and musketry prepared for your expedition? 

Answer* — ^At Fort Washmgton, some musket car- 
fridges were brought from Muskmgum by major 
Doughty. 

QuestU>n.'^yfho superintended the laboratory at 
that time? 

Anrwer* — ^Major Ferguson^ 

Questim. — ^Who was the principal artificer? 

^n«(;er.— Thorpe# 

Question. — Did you hear major Ferguson say any 
thing about the cartridges for general St. Clair's expe- 
dition taken from Philadelphia? 
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jift$wer.^-^l ^ iMit rec(^ect~-r hearfl kka fay 
cometUng sboot thenii but what it was;! do tnoi re« 
collect. . - 

^^Mffliofi)— Ml^hatwas the state of tbe syrms <^ die 
^t re^ment, wtieii general St. Clak took command? 

Jnswer.-^They were very good. 

Qw^jf^ton,-— What number of artificers had you? * 

^nsfver. — I dp not recoUect-p-there was no regular 
corps of artificers, but they were usiially draughted 
from the troops. There were a number of shop$ 
m the ravelin before general St. Clair arrived; does 
not know of any being built before he (Harniar) 
left it. 

Question.^^Do you recollect the number of axes in 
your campaign? 

Answer. — I do not recollect certainly — I thmk there 
were about fifty. 

Question. — ^What number of men had you with 
you? 



i 
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Ansfwer.--^One thousand four hundred and fifty- 
three induding mititia. 

Quesiionby geritral St, Clair. — ^Were not all the 
milMa under your command, armed at Fort Wash* 
ington? 

^nne^^.*— There were a gres^ number of them arm* 
ed there-— some came entirely unarmed, and many 
t>diers with bad arms to be repaired. 

Question. — Were the arms the militia had on that 
campaign returned at Fort Washington? 

jinswer.-^Thej were, as the officers had rece^>ted 
for them. 

Question.'^Did you take notice of the knapsacks of 
the first regiment and of the levies? 

Answer. --^Th^ knapsacks of the first regiment were, 
by my orders, covered with bear-skin, purchased ioc 
the purpose and charged to the public; the knaj^cks 
of the levies were small; the covering of the knap- 
sacks increased the martial appearance of the troops as 
he conceived, as also the di&rence of clothing of the 
regulars, between the regulars and levies. The exi 
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peniie of bev-dms ailxmttwo 4dl|arsi i$ai^. irf.iidiidr 
woold make ifiire or six cairers^ €^ to fig^if^, to one* 
self, tli^ teifies with clothing of^ no price, by (iie side 
of regulfii^ vfhioynstei wdl c}ot}^ wi ao^ioitfred. 

Mojor Zeiglefj sworn. 

He arrived at Fort Washington about the twentieth 
of June, and continued until he went <hi the expedi- 
tion. General St. Clak arrived on the first, second or 
third of May. Remembers well the uneasiness among 
the officers on hearing of Hodgdon's appointment of 
quarter master to the army, as they were well acquaint- 
ed with him, and knew him to be totally unfit for 
such a business. That the arrangements whiph were 
taken by him proved the event at an early period* an 
almost every step taken by him was defi6ient, ill- 
judged and increased the disgusts and complaints in 
the army. That from the long delay in the quarter 
master^s arrival, they were in hopes tliat when he did 
arrive,, he would come well prepared, but that when 
he did come, his arrangements were extremely defec* 
tive, which increased the cpmplaiats and disgusts of 
the army — But he seemed generally busy, but did nq. 
thing. That the pack-saddles w^re too large.^nd com* 
plained of by major Ferguson, who seemed extremely 
uneasy on that ?iccount, and indeed;> they were .9on- 
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deimed by eveiy oSiter v^ had hem ^oonversaiit in 
thit busme$s. TIiAt tlie tents vmtt trily infiumouSy 
the €fids bemg made cf crocus; that by reason of tfai^ 
a great number^ indeed many hundred dozens of car^ 
tridges were destroyed, and die troops not being kept dry 
were sick in great mimbers. That Ihere were some 
ftw good tents wUch were of the old stock on the 
former expedition, and that the difference between 
those tents and these fomished for the expedition was 
obvious to every person. That the clothing {(xc the 
levies was in&mous, as many Vfhq arrived at Fc»rt 
Washington were aihnost naked; that the powder was 
(iroved fromlus own experiment^ as he tried it and 
found it extremely weak; that it would not carry a baU 
but a small distance comparatively wkb genuine pow- 
der; tfaitt the axes were too soft, and whea^used would 
bend up like a dumpling; that in consequence of the 
badness of die axes,, he purchased a good one for him* 
self, at his own expense. That as to the hospital 
stores, particukuiy the wine furnished, was extremely 
bad* When general Wilkinson arrived, he made par* 
licular inquiry about the state of the arms and of the 
hospital stores, and required a particular return from 
the diflbrent officers who superintended each depart- 
ment; after this, none of the bad wine was issued; 
although tibere was some good found, none was issued 
to the sick. That after general St. Clair arrived at 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



203 EXAMsxArvm. 

Fort Wadlkigton^ ^ :sk}p5 were repak€d;dild.serae 
Hew (Hies l^uBt; dstt those pieces, paitic^itilfirly^ 
been in general Harttiar's expeilitioo, had^ewi^^i^b 
made and newcarrij^s dtogC&er; he ^ not^;®nk 
ti^re was any fixed arnnmnidon but. whaV^as nfiajfe 
up at Fort Wa^ngtQia, as he was^^inf^rmed by na^r 
Per^son who stiperintended<'die laboratory; that>tiiei^ 
might have been some smaU quantity brought ia btx^es, 
but how much, he knows not. That; the ; fixing 
ammunition reqiures considerable time and Icnowledge 
in the business, and every soldier is not fit for i^';tiiat 
he was told by msqor Ferguson that boxes y^ere Mo 
xypcn for the transportation dP fissed* amtnmutiQnr.and 
that kegs are theoidy things proper,^ they were'^tight 
and water-procrff that they were made at Fort Wash- 
ington; that Ae boxes, slmgs, &c. for the; balls and 
^eUs for ordnance were also made at Fort Washirig- 
tcwi; that he frequently noticed general St. Gfeiri the 
first up in a morning, going from sh(^ to shqj> to in- 
spect the preparations, and that he seemed vd^ un- 
easy at die delay in different preparations that were 
necessary for the campaign. That to his knowledge, 
the shells were fixed at Fort Washington; also, wheels 
for the carriages and the carriages themselves, and 
many oAer things he cannot recollect. That raw hides 
were cut up to make lashings and other uses, as also, 
.ropes were made, about which busmess a flumber oS 
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iMiis wore anqptoyedr that be )ittrtkaytoiy retnfttobn) 
dwt before ^ troopB aitivcd at Fan Jeftrson, aiuS on 
the itMurcb, that he.ivaa s^it forw^ard to view ^ en* 
odnq>ing ground pitched on by ^ quarter master; the 
ground had been martced out by Mm, and it was so 
clouted that e?en the sokBers laughed at It; that there 
was not even a skigle emmence that could guard the 
anny occupied, and the greatest part was •contained in 
a Valtey; tiiat it was then too late to change tfie ground, 
and the army remained there that, n^ht; that m conse- 
quence the out jnquet was strengthened by fifteen men 
until about eight o'dopk next mon^g; that the whole 
had orders to be reaci^ in case of dafi^er, an hour be* 
fore day. I think, bom my own experience, I never 
sawsuc^ a degree of trouble thrown on thp i$houkkrs 
of any other general that I have served with, as upon 
general St. Clair, ftom the absence of the-quarter mas- 
ter, and the preparations that were necessary to be made 
in his department, in order to be iMe to take the field 
in season; that in his opinion it was well for the quarter 
mastw that he served in a repubiiean government* 

He conceives that the delay in marching from Lud« « 

low*s station, was occasioned by the difficulty in clear'* 

ing tiie road, in making bridges, &c.; one day the 

ari^ marched but a mile and. an half; added to this, 

^re Was so small a stock of provisions on hand, that, 

2 E 
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QIO EXAJimATION. 

iiad tlie ara^ moved on, they moBt have e«bm iJuBm 
fiiigerst thattbe men were fineqwafy a^Mf aSoviwipe, 
and the quarter master was sent back to hurry its thai 
the army was obliged to wlit frequfeiidy for provf- 
«ioDs, at Fort Jeflferson two da^rs. That the geideral, 
in his opinion, always sdiewed a z^ to accomplish iht 
objects of the expedition; that^ in his opinion, the 
works at the different forts could not have been buik 
.with greater expedkion' than they were on general St 
Clair's march. Even the offiters shewed a pride in 
working with the men, in order to expedite the work; 
that major Fjerguson frequently complained of the 
want of almost every kind of intrenching tools, particu^i 
larly axes, and frequendy there was otAy one axe t6 
three mpn, so that, consequendy, two must look on 
and only work by turns. 

Question by general St Clair. — It was suggested to 
the committee last spring, that the discontents which 
pre^vailed amongst the officers, were occasioned by a 
haughty, supercilious treatment of diem by m^ and 
particularly to general Butier: did you ever see any 
. thing of that kind from me to any officer? 

Answer. — I never heard Of any supercijious or* im^ 
proper conduct or behaviour of the general to genftal 
Butler until after, on my way to Philadelphia, when jl 
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was gretttly surprised to hear iHi^as I-was,^ durmg itiy 
ooMiniiaiice vp^ the army, freqtiendy at bead quarters^ 
and saw the bebafviour of genei^ St Clair to ggt^iral 
Butler and the offiicers of the army* 

Mr. F6p€y ensign in the miRtiai sworn. ' 

He jpined the anny about eight/een iiiiles froin Forjt 
Hamilton in its advance; tolerably good rifles pnd 9ome 
muskets; commanded the outero^ost post in the morn- 
ing of the attack; they usually paraded by tap of drum. 
About day discovered a packhorse-man running and 
about thirty Indians after him; advanced his guard to 
meet them; but perceiving their number, halted; two 
or three guns fired on my centinels; rallied eleveji or 
twelye militia, and joined captain Pike's company; saw 
about twenty Indians pursuing the flying mili):ia, and 
there J^ppeared, from die yell, to be a great number, 
suppose three hundred- Heard the yelL in the quarter 
where captain Simmons was stationed; appeared from 
the yell to be a grrot number; saw the commander in 
chief riding, I think, in the right wmg; saw him again 
in the retreat near the rear; passed him in the retreat; 
supposes that not more than from sixteen to twenty In- 
4ian^ followed in the retreat; had no reason to suppose 
the enemy were in numbers about the camp the night 
preceding the action. With respect to captain Slough; 
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trid me be ii^is arat oitf <io wigrky a patity of lAdiipM» 
wbom he supposed were eadeavounag to stpil tiorsev 
he .did not say by wbo(»e orders he was.sent out; that 
be went with^him about fi^y yards wd ^faewfd Mm the 
patb> and then turnpdf saw him not sfprn till .^fier the 
section; did not expect an attack, by fm not retpiming 
tp me. The militia about two hundred und ^ven^; 
many of them did, dndj>y no mean^ woods-men; never 
hear^of tfrant of bara^]^y in the rnmy^ 

QuesUm by general St. Chit. — Do yon Jtti i^ wtier e 
colonel Olifliam was killed? 

Answer. -^ saw a person who was killed in the re* 
gular encampment, lying on the grbund, whom I took 
to be colonel Oldham. 

Quesiion.-^Xy\A you see major Brown in action? 

Answer. — I did, several times, passing backwards 
and forwards and trying to rally men, after I got into 
the encampment. 

Question. — Was major Brown in the mUitia cahip ^t 
the time it wats attacked? 
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aiditiii caiiqp# 

Qf4eaim.-^Wwt not such of the riScs, bekm^og to 
tlbe oafikia of Kentucky^ as were out of orde^r, repwe4 

' ■ ♦ • 

• — They were.^ 

%iestim ^y tht committee^'-r^Tio you think that Ae 
party of Indians thqit attecked you, could have got 
round the camp? 

Akswer.--^ do not. I suppose that to have been a 
party iykig all night oh &ic back of the camp* 

Qlue^lian.'^'Did you hear any CQH^ii^ of the pow^ 
der during the campaign? 

Answer. — I did. The powder was very bad; iJBred 
at a tree several times and hit but seldom; it would uot 
force the ball. 

Captain Slough, of the first battation of levies, com- 
manded by major Thomas Butler, sworn. 

He anived at Fort Pitt about the twelfth of May, 
andUdtitiaJulyi^about tbelastofit. He was detached 
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to F<Mt Fraddb; arrived at Fort Ws^ungtcm fbe first 
of' September muskets good; but clothing for tl^ com« 
pany indifferent; the troops sometimes badly supplkd 
with provisions on the march, not sufficient in quand^ 
diougb'good in quality; as to fiotir, half a pound, and 
a pound and a half df be^; began to nuu:th earlycm the 
third of November, and marched till wearrived wiliiin 
dxmt a mite* and a half <tf the ground on.wfaidi we did 
afterwards encamp. We remained there some time, 
and were ordered to march; we went on and encamped 
near the bank of the St. Mary's, or a branch of it, as 
we supposed; our line, the left of the light wmg^ en- 
camped about one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
yards from the b^k of the river; dark before we got 
our tents pitdied and fires kindled^ While } was bu- 
fitly pitching my tent, ccdonel Gibson came up with a 
racoon in his hand, and told me if I would come to his 
tent he would shew rpe how to dress a- racoon Indian 
fashion; I ^ent to his tent and sat down, and we were 
shortly after joined by captain Butler; he observed that 
he thought if a party was sent out they might have an 
opportunity of catching some of the rascals who might 
attempt to steal horses; I told him that I should like to 
command such a party; he sate some time and then left 
us; colonel Gibson,^doctor M*Croskey, and lieutenant 
Kelso were present at this conversiation; they were also 
present when captaiti* Butler oDiTfiS return' and brigade 
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majcn* Moigim oame ttorew One of thcsm s»k^ me if 
I wou}d^take tiie{ cpmiM»d i^suoh a pndgF; I told him 
I woiild, f^vided they would |^ye me godd men; ciq;>t* 
Butler told me I should have volunteers, and desired 
me to^et ready and. go to genenl Budc^s tent. But* 
kr went to the right wing of the arn^, Gibson'^ re§^ 
ment, and mei^ioped it, and twenty-du^e or twenty- 
four^ ahnost all serjeants, jpined me; in the mean tim^ 
I went to my tei^ to prqpare, and then went to general 
Blitler's tent, and found a, number of men coUteted 
about the fire of the twit. Gtiieral Butler asked me to 
walk into the tent^ and orderedspme wine. ]VIr. Deraiy, 
aid-de^camp to general St. Clair, was there also. Ge- 
neral Butler then told me I pu^t to be veyy cautiousin 
going out; rither he.or:the li^igade major. ^ve me the 
countersign; he directed n^ to call on cdoDel Oldham 
in my way out, and infcnm him where I was going* I 
called at colcmel Oldham^s tent; he was lying down 
with his clothes an^ who, after I informed him, re- 
quested me not to go, as he was sure my party would 
be cut off, for, says he, I expept the army wiU be at* 
tacked in the mpming;^ I r^led, that as I liad received 
my orders I must go. He then directed me to the of* 
ficer who commanded his picquet guard, with whom I 
fixed on a watch- word, and desired him to communis, 
cate it to his centinek, lest I might be filled upon in the 
^k* After pas^i^ the miUtiia.ceiitinels, I procf^eded 
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lAmit amSi^ yp tibepadi, lor I^had beat^feectedhto^gtf 
otiie, two <^ Usree OSes up ^ patii^ and vdiea leamc 
to a coRvettient pkce of ground, to^^^ioseof^ix^i 
Id ^ best msmxier 80 ^ to kitcxctpt tbe lodistK wto 
caBie diat way; Abcnit ^le nnle ffom, camp i halti^' 
divided my men into jt^ii^ ^»ftiies, abo^ dwty €r fotf^r 
yards apaot cm eadi ade cSih^ po^, ^md ordertd M«u 
lomA Cummings aad ens^ M^ftficliiel to tidce ecWi*' 
mandof the i»rrty <Mithc]%ht of thepath, aod I look 
chai^ of the party to the left} ordered tbem sSk to lie 
clo^e down to ^ ground* We had m>t been loi^ in 
^ns sitiKiiUon, before aix^or aeveii Indiai^ came sdoi^ 
to my Id^ about fifea^ yai^ from where I lay; mt 
fired oatiiem seven or ^l^gwis, msAi I belanre, Jb^eii 
one} the In^fe^a ran immediately. I (»?dered iim mim 
to load their pieces, mid lie down without b4JN)gin|g from 
the i^ce. In about a quarter of an hour a large party 
of Indians came along in the samedirection and about 
Ae same Stance; after they had passed me ttey ^cop* 
ped and coughed, and I suppose were trying to find 
me out; they then proceeded ^n towards camp: I 
thoB^ they m^ffit to wtq^Iay me« While I was in 
this situation another party, nearfy the same number, 
passed to die right of Cummii^; Cummings then 
€»!^ upto me and asked me if I had seen diat party« 
and he thought Acy were going to waylay us, saying it 
mam^ very large party, and that it i^oald be prudent to 
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tetiam to camp. Qtorge Adbcin% i^ ha^ gciM o^ 
v^ us as wsf' pskiSf dsme uprtbgr this ^Mq/ and sM 
bs tlK>ugl^ it (ivtald be pitiAeiil,lipr.Ua ti»/rettiro; addb^ 
libutid thfe ir^ toeasy^ I bfdet^t^&ntito fiOL i[it6 te 
path m InBxro fitoiemd ittoEia torodi^ 
dtfeckefiE, id ddy^ themselYOs «^4ii^ bajtonet aAoa 
gMher 8»id m>tirb :tiui# pkoes; dtrei7;S£bBcaort9ri»9l^ 
yaids wd hesufii ^fnetttiiig mWrnglm theWodd^^ott 
botk sixks of the path, but cottld notice wlialilbwas$ 
lye pudoied oo.aad gsmsd fhe m^&ia cainp as soon ais 
possifale*. I I^cd my party ttear cddnel Ok&am^s 
tent, and weht Kito it and awakeied him abotut^* I be^ 
teve, tiidbre bHokidfi; Adams was-i4tfa me ^btn I 
wteiit cMit^d vc%mosd^9 aoid.hei^ the toaTcrsafdon* I 
tM cotonel Otdhaifir theit i was iiCtl^ie sstocl b^oo 
mth him that the camp would be attacked ia the.moitw 
kig, for I had seen a number of Indiasis. I was just 
gdng to dress mysi^f^ says hsV a»d |^ and inform v the 
commander in cluef about il;^ J wiU thank you to iv^ 
fcwm the general that I think the army will be attacked 
ki the n^mingi I proceeded to camp, and as soon as 
I had passed tfce camp guard, dismissed the party and 
went to general Butlei^s tent; I saw nobody awake iqf 
up but the sentry^, and then went to colonel Gibson's 
tent as soon as possible; I awakened colonel GJbsotl 
and doctor M^Croskey ami told them of the diso@4 
veries I had made, and asked colonel Gibson to go wi* 

2 F 
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me to geneiat Aidar; lie saM fae iiva$ stripped zsA 
would ndl; bift asyou fcoeiv^ your cprders from Um^ 
^ flod make ymst report io hhn* Itiien wei^^tagei 
netaft Butler's tent, and as I appfOaobsd k I saw hka 
eomc oat o[ die^tcatand^andfaij Aefiie;M went up 
to hint and took: MnLsonoeij^fe^ancefi^ die &e, not 
^mikiiig it pn^eik the sentry ^oitld liear wfaatlliad 
SKu; 1 1^ told' lam what' cdonel CHt&am had ssid; 
znd'^liaXj if he^kntg^t proper, I woidd go add make 
die repent to general St. Ckdr* -He stood some ^^, 
and after a pause, thanked me for my attenticnr ittid vi-; 
gibiice, and sa^ as itiiu^be fal^u^ i had better go. 
andlib^cfecAnii I wetA fiioin' him atidlay dsown, and 
never ^ ^wakenal till Jdie. 6tmg he^st oii ^e :tnilitia* 
camp; I had take{t«<^ non^ of myjcloAes, expecdng^ 
what happened. 

Question by gmsrai St. G6|er.— Did you hear colo- 
nel Gibson express ati intention to resign? 

* Armver.'^^l believe that colonel Gibson was much 
Aissatisfied with the adjubmt general. I heard colonel 
Gibson, at a creek about seven miles from Fort Jeflfer- 
son, sdy that we ought not to proceed much further, as 
the times of the inlistments of the men were nearly ex- 
{uredy ai^ that if we did proceed we must suffer; I 
never heard him complain of any supercilious conduct 
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ctf* the geaoaal; oeloiifel Gibs&i wmsj T'^bolleve, veiy- 
amdi dissatbfied at the de^iskm of the bon^ of tifi^^ 
ceis, who g£tve imk to cc^ond Dark^ sgw cok^^ 
l&Mhain in the teat of the flying^siffitia, ca&kig them 
Inwardly ras(^, and ordoring iStism to atbp; the. hist, 
time I saw him he was wiA major JFerguson with th^^ 
artery; suppose he Ml eaiiy inthe actkm neaptteit' 
pkce. The tslodui^ di^voted to my company was 
extrem^ bad; I expressed my dissatii^M^tton at it when 
treceivedat; mfi|or Fei^son t<dd me he had com^ 
plained of it to gei^ral Knox, previously to its bemg 
%nt &om PMbdelpbia; and Knox r^pliod that it must 
go on—it was a case of neeessily. Shoes, h^» and. 
coaAs, extreme^ bad; siiirts tonsil* 

Colonel Semple^ sworn. 

He was quarter master to colonel T. Butler's bat* 
talion; went down with colonel Gibson-s detachment; 
sent the clothing from Carlisle, twentieth July, to Pitts- 
bwrg^; went with major Butler on the twenty-seventh; 
some of the clothing tolerably good, the. other bad*--^ 
arrived at Pittsburgh second of August, and left it on 
the twelfth; employed in finishing boats in the meai^ 
time; knows of no other causes, than the boats not be- 
ipg ready, for, the detention at Pittsburgh; the river 
very low, a boat struck on the thirteenth and nearljf 
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witit (df^ a .stdlcieiM^jr of wider; faofste takoi cmCafid^ 
travfdM t^ land to the ^reat EefiN»^ ^3%^ qoaftcr 
master general^ ^ adl go down wU) the detiM^nneiit;^ 
gre{it dti&ckmaM cf pf oviskms for waot of % sufficies^ 
nittuber of paiirlKhorses bf &t cantractmB to transpo^r 
^fDr «Geiii^ Better fefl al30Ut: the middte <^ neailjr 
l]ie teflof ]:^brother'« b9^|alii»v-abput^I^ 
the ch^ge made by t)ut bsittalk)!^ H[^arded h^ 
fell, back to tl^e battalion, to im dri^ssed: by the si|r4 
geoiu Kncmsef capt^ Slpugh^s gpQmg Qist i«^% 
i^onnoUriag. party Ihe evening beEpre the action; }a6 
party forfti^d from caj^ain BudeF^s company ^rioolr 
psdly; never heard of die |ndiais'j$iQrr6ui](Jxilg us tU 
Wp were attackied next dayj he^d colonel Qldham, 
thejnight before, mention that he \\^^ dis^^qvered fi^sh 
Indi^ tracks in the creek, and^ the tracks of horses, 
^s if the Indian^ hpd been viewing us— he Kod also, 
that he thought it jM-ohiEible we should be attacked, 
^ust after the taps of the drums, on the moriiing of the 
fourth, 1 tfcatti 'major Butler ii^^rrog^ting- Ada tos about 
the success of the enterprise of cap^^in Slough the |>re- 
cedifigtn^t: Adams' replied that they had sfeeri i niiiii- 
,6f Indiaiis— that lie ^ Adams) had shot at, andhete- 
TieVed had killed' onei;and wished a party to go put 
with him and endeavour to /find the Indian. Majcff 
Butler seem^^d displeased that they had taken no pri- 
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stHiarB; about ithiB time the ftriiig began, tibe atttael^ 
living been inadc on the mBlda; I obfiervedm^ 
]F«rgusoii {»irpwin|g to firefaiii eannon^on the Indtens 
vdbo wcte pui«uing the flying miTitia, andi soon saw 
hhn fire^ whidi jnt i:d^em in gt^tit confusion, but they 
were soonradEed by their leader on horseback, dres&ed 
in a red cc^ In the course of tile engagement ge- 
neral St. CxAfR and general Bider weit continual 
up and doM^ the lines; as one went up one line die 
Other wient down tl^ other. 

€lueHidn by general St^ C&iir^-^Did you see ^&« 
Morgan .wi& general Bailer iiv4ien he fdl, or at any 
other time in the course of the action. 

^«swfr.— The first time I saw general Butler after 
he feU, I saw only four soldiers with him putting him 
into a blanket; I did not see Mr. Morgan with general 
j^utler after hefeU; I saw general Butler frequently ii| 
the coui^ of the action, and never saw Mr. Morgan 
with him at any time during the same^ 

1^ Count de Malartic^ sworn. 

He acted as an aid-4e'Camp to general St. Clair; 
joined the army ^t Fort Washington the first of Au- 
gust. There were but few troops at Fort Washing- 
ton wh^n I arrived; the greatest part were at the camp 
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t|6 the greiat JWfeWtir those who vmi^ at:3F<Jrt Wo^Oig- 
t^i wo'e omployc^d in iiepaktDg anns; .thare were every 
dqrpsbrties ofiaa^tia^n^otoioii^e^utitig pa^^^to re^ 
ooimoitare and g& inteffigence. ^e was in the acMon; 
and s&nt with ordars for a paHy to cover the left flaidL 
of the army, but could not find die officer, and was 
wounded in executing the ord^. He professes him- 
self unable to judge of the conduct of the general; 
but conceives that he was cool, deliberate, and calm, 
and gave his orders to the adjutant general in ^Uiferent 
parts of the camp, encouragmg the men; saw him in 
^ pentre of ^e ciamp threatening the men who would 
not turn out and endi^aVour to repel the enemy; that he 
£^w him draw his pistol and tlutaten one man particu- 
larly with deatlii. He knows of several of the horses 
that were turned out the hight before; one was kilkd 
under him; another under his servant, and another that 
the general had. He knows that the general remained 
in the rear, and made every exertion to obtain a par- 
ty to cover the retreat; saw general Butler about an 
hour after the commencement of the, action* General 
St. Clair asked me several times if I had seen ge- 
neral Butler, and was surprised that he had not met 
m^ him. i 

Question by general St. C&ir.,— Dp yon kno#. any 
tjhing of discontents prevailing amor^g^t the ^officers? 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SXAMnrATlOBRl S^ 

jlnm^.-- *Ido not 

Qficakn. — Qo you Imxm of my su|im:3aous.ccm^ 
^ct of the general 

Answer. — I do not; die officers frequently cmniii^ 
to the geneisd's ^tent of an evening. 

ttuB^on. — ^Do you recolkiqt on the monfiiig that the; 
desertion of the militia was heard of, that colonel Old- 
bam and some others were at breakfast with the gene* 
ral? 

Answer. — I. do, spid that he went to the militia camp 
and prevented crthqis from deser^g. The first reg^en| 
eciild ncit imm^Baidy pursue tfaem becmise there wai^ 
no beef killed; they marched in the evening. The 
militia who deserted conq[>lained of the msufficiency of 
rations, and said th^ would plunder the convoy of fro* 
visions that was on the way; indeed they complained 
generally of the insufficiency of the rations* 

Captain Denny^ aid-de-camp to general St. Clair y swam^ 

He joined the army at Fort Hamilton. On the march 
the li^t hoi:se were by general orders on the fianks of 
the army, and also two companies of mifitia^on their 
flanks. 
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Theie was, on the day of the ac^O0y^|faurty;D£|idrde<« 

men employed as scoirts, who teid been sent out some 

days before, ddd d^lMnbt tetMk Mt^dfkj^^dSttA^^ 

aciaon. Faulkner's company, {ril^mm): wtrp ^^ss^ 

rally out in advance of the army and frequendy iSA 

abdt rcttim tifl bte at night. '1%fe^ tffiliiia' Ited t>rtters 

to send^ut parties B^fef the army H^tfefl; to paill^ 

Was in the action; saw the general frequently give 

Ofders tQ colonels Dftrke imd CHb»qiiV m^& ll^iy^u** 

tant'gcnet^l The '^dieral appeai^ ^ be pet^^ 

6oofand collected in the action. SttWeilinfe iftefife 

commencement, the general asked him 4f he kn^ 

how long it had lasted, tl^re being a cessaticm of ite 

flfhxg; he seemed ^>lfeaSed ill fehte Iflea 6^ repdfiag Ae 

Savages and kec^in^the grotiiid.' Tlife ^ssation, jie- 

Jjonent supposes^ mttst ha^ been' procj^iiced by a ckkt^ 

©f our trbtips. Left- thie ficfd ivkft the generih cbei 

not knoW of any orders frdrft ft« gfefte*^^ to desi^iid 

Clarke to cover the retreat; Kcknoifirs U)d^ h wa^' im-^ 

-possible any such onJcrs cotilrffeave* bcch exectited/ 

came off the field tt the front, but soon fellJiitatftti 

rear; believes that if the general and some few others 

had not opened the way tEe men would never hahre 

fettbwed* In this^ ^large die corps were sooxed jtto- 

imsciioiisly widi eacik o&er, and moved in tMC body. 

As soon :^ diie Indkns discovered tlie intenticm* of the 

charge and the army retreating, they began firing. 
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on by n^cf to^iMopdftle'tii^op^ .;; ; ! jr m j > 

K['Ansxi>0n.^i-^ltW^^ ian4 o^tmpd theift to su>p£i(;two 
owtptev rcKJ^tsttiiMr: Mbrg^^ c»i^iaia, Sft^f^i^ 
-4)dieia^itDigBttsofafte^of tilid sttiute^httoiito stopnii^tbe 
lAaAf IbifMroy^t i^fem . .going Qff«>inlcQ&fusicm« <^^#^ 
1^ /the { ihMfak jgdt , i^ copi]iact (kitori I: n^jneftibir 
^jmi itidifcnijq^'&ba^ (rf tvadcirthecoiiHnalKljQf 

iai|er ^Stej^isB^Qii^'j ^hicb. seemed wtH formed^. hjA do 
Ijet^:dcm3#!v&e^fn'ecUe ordtr^ you gave to^iia^v* 
'St^pheiVtOTi c-l dl86:r^coHect(that yourself ai^djcoloMl 
fiiUbdoci ciikcfcd a^badyroC niisa and retook a^psivtiii^ 
<n}nidb»Q^iiiei^ithQti,die Iii^afis/lmd taken fosafiaiiQii 
j^.: I ^Elu^pdqw^^cwoe ydl^Bii^^ hiJf a «»ile fiCIa vsjikk 

:aboiitopteliiUDdiedi!yai;dsii:jCcdte oft 

-denf ^i^.fUhii^ dl%/twOiCpiyuiMk^/of r]flemett,:tQrjM$ 
j&i^inkfirs iO'tbe.ani^^ jmd>alb^/tai4$end^c^J$Spu)|i^rj 

Qfi^«^i(m.-*-What did you think of the firing in the 

Jkismcr. — ^I was in company with general Butler and 
dttoniai Gfl»m» and n)^ ^ whian we l^e^.^b^Mpg, 
aoppited it to be:from<)ur Q)^ Qiol^ qA, In^i%IifHS^|: 



'<• 'i ■ '^ 
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ber of fodiaas t^iog in ^^ W^HlMSth^od^ 

' Bttd^flift ti^ lAj^i ii^Mtei Bader cwnb Icrliic id|a- 
km^(6kfvA audi ^Qesttsd ttkt he tni^ take ot^ a foiftf 
mAim^vcmr^mB^y the Iiii|jaiia3i|^i«q^^^ 

fiNifc b0i{)Xt:^r fito'faimtotewe)cait^, i>9t; jtbalr helwoiilfl 

^^I'lM at giaieiial Bptfer^ttnt^^^odt^KLp^ 
i^^auid'tiap^ Sk^i;q^<IJoufiid, va^thii;^^ 
iedVt(^ohti hitwiM ut^i6^ciicad:aBilef's tm^ad^hitf 

mh^&mi^^mis to aih Jidiwcb lei*: teiAtQ.f3s^mai^imfm 
H^ D(p.SmvmyXJttt^dQ^h«p^^ 

pt i^nii^ bli^il^ 4^ kctieh;?i:anA^^t^ 

)^ laid fcr thtewi«^ i^somi^ 'W^iM^l TiM} iystt- 



Quc^m* — ^Did you hear an^llikig ofii wmti^b&im* 
mony amongst the officers? 

a^^^et^i^JAe ^)Maidt |;i^6iidy as hei9*d ixl)cNr<«» 
severe a disciplinarian fd* young troops and young 

* Note 18. See Appendix. 
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officen^ scveni <^. ^e officers dad n<A sa iitq^MiMly 
viftit head qiiirt^9«fiw ooliliielgiei^gtantiim sq^wbilod^ 
I fievti> hmni d* aAijr diasatisfcction e^pre^s^ Mi^m^ 
gpneral St. CtAin; eoton^ Gibson^ Darke, ^tR^^g^ 
attil 3i}^9 were frequently at die general's tqtt^r, ( 
never Icnew of l»y faau^ty tor imprcfxer bthaYiOtir ^ 
tte geneod toward! genoral tBtitler^ tm^njr Other <}%ei3 
quite the oontrary* I never heard it insinuated,. 1^ 
any-pn^Kwilion of general Butler's had been treated 
in[Mroperiy or wkh contempt 1^ gemral 67. GMYRf 
and I was present when general Butler apologiated lor 
having tiered the order of march. 

Afket ^ army had halted of tn evening, h was a 
standing c^er, that one faa^ the men diat were pt^x>n 
ii9tyf should go out and procure ^rassfbr the horses* 

The reason of moving to Ludtow's station, I con- 
ceive to have been to traki the men, and to procure 
food for the horses. 

Tk^ i^GVSiiGAMmf who were not al4e to march with 
^armyir W^re ofdered to remain at Fort JefGcrsoq* 

Qm^fin % Stnerul St. CAi^.-^When we met the 
convqy the day after we left Fort Jefferson, do you 
recollect what passed? 
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')yb6$p»r.-^ARier id&it^ a^natt portion,^ cs^ptmnMA 
tbx^mfun were added t6^ t^ escort, and. (nflerffd;ta 
proceed to FortJeffisrsi^ wiA oftkrs tb su]^]^att}fi 
wbo^might b6 met wkh on the way; the catufc'of Ae: 
army^s halting, was for Want of provisicmsji the |>dlillc 
as w^ell as the coi^actor's horses weredespieU^d badt 
from Fort Jeffisusoti; and tmnt ctf the stoi^^ deposited 
fhere^-' * -^^ -••- •. <• 

Question by the commttee.^'^CdXi you assign any.rea* 
son for the detention of the army at Fwt Pkt? 

Answer. — ^I had orders from general Butler to march 
four or five days befcn^e I did march; I a{^lied t6 the 
issukig commissary (NeViI);f(lr provisiops; he answer* 
ed that he had neither provisions nor money to purchase 
them. 

Quesfion.-^WsLs there noir a consideraUe number of 
troops at Fort Pitt at that time? ^ '-'. 

' jinswer.'^^Thc eompanics of captairis Pft!^, SfeS^gh, - 
Powers, Vansweririgeri, Brock, «nd/ftyowtt €«tfi|»iiy^ 
captains Brock and Vansweringen, were to have gone 
with me, and were detained for want<tf pto>v4^M^ 



I,... 
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It will be readily perceived that those extmcts do 
not exhibit the depositions of the witnesses, in the shape 
in which they were delivered. They seem to be 
merely memoranda of the promuieM pacts of them^ ta- 
kea down uac(H»iie€ie^» and probaUy ki the weirds 
of die ¥rilnesses9 by the chainmn of the committee, 
that they n^it be had in remembrance^ when they were 
about forming their report The depositions were not 
committed to writing at large. 
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APPENDIX. 



Wheiv I had fidled in obtsdmng payment df the 
balance due to tat from the public; on account of 4^ 
-ddvmices I had made towards rai^g" die permanent 
tfmy, and also in my ^Ikation w ^ houoc of repre* 
sentatives, to ordeytiie (iubtksatSoi^Qf die foregoing pa- 
pet^ from their fikidy it irfiis suggeaieB to wa by some 
of my friends in that hods^, that k would be better for 
tne to abaiM^on the proseciition of th&t 'balance, and ac- 
eept ef ian antiuity, i¥hich fthey thought might be pt^- 
cured, and made to grow out of the last iq(>pliaftiQi!, 
without a new ope formaUy for the purpose. Though 
X could not see how thi^ could be managed, I could 
have np.objecliQn, provided it was sucb an aUowance 
as I ought to accept; and, in order to induce the house 
to some liberality in the grant, I threw tofpether the 
fipUowmg accQiuit of some of my transactions in the 
public servicf,^ and addressed it to the honourabk Mr. 
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Giles, wi& a request that he would have the goodness 
to communicate it to any of the members he might 
think proper, which he obligingly did. The proposi- 
tbn was handsomely advocated in the senate, and a bill 
passed for the Bun)^u^ if^ w^iidbi^ I^^MS^ ^^ allowance 
was far sh<Srr 6f Trfiatf 1 hafd coriten^Iatcd, I shouH 
have thankfully received: *^ my necesatdes, but not n^ 
will consented;** but it was entirely rejected in the other 
house, notwithstanding the support it met with from 
some of the most distinguished members. That state- 
ment b now added^ijaJidKHig^iitLM^ Mt^id^d to 
be inade.pubUc; and 4)a|t Jiim very /§eji?ible,the?i%j?qpe 
few oqc9f o»$; in :^l»ehr a perjspn cm> m^. propjp^^i 
speak of iiimdelg.b^t when Im Xj^u^mfiti i$. pu^tii% 
^tackfed:^ »^e<^y 'm d*^#«ftt;CQtinfiU.of ^ w*¥^ Jj» 
vindication crf^tfbeepaae^a,duty; 9»ditej^wyi^WP.«i^ 
tmdto *)iwe;«Bj(^;nierit Tl^^ir^aftpfintftp)^ vWSjn 
that liouse l^.fof^t^nfffmj^c, ?p4.]y^/I,^bap^)l^S^ 
cuip me;f»Ju:4OT,ft«iR theyiiyiR/orjftHR.PbftTl^iS^^ 
upppth^m., : •^,;; ■ .. .. ,rj^^: h^ a bnr. Jynjir. 

My^rstcomieisibn With the tliiit^d Staterti^^ffi 
tiic year 'i^TTSf. Cbngres^ had appfeiAfed cdmi^M^ 
ers to repair to Fort Pitt to treaVwith ilie Iiiidfettis, i^ 
induce them to " tf iieutrality ^ durin^-btlf "thti^ ' wift 
Great Britain. These were, the late jtldge Wift6ri, of 
Pennsylvania, general Lewis Mohi^i 'bf - NevH^TFoit, 
and doctor Walker, of Virginia. The<two fifeir»w«tt 
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members of that body and my particular friends. On 
their way to the rende2}vous they called upon mei dnd 
requested that I would accompany them and act as their 
secretary during the negociations, to which I ccmsented; 
and, in the course of them, formed the project of a 
volunteer expedition to surprise Detroit, which I 
thought very practicable in that way, provided the In- 
dkms would engage not to oppose it. That project I 
communicated to the commissioners^ who entered into 
it warmly; and, in consequence of their approbation, 
I engaged between four and five hundred young men 
in a very short time,^ who were to furnish their own 
horses, forage, and provisions; they required nothing 
from the public but ammunition, which could not be 
procured in that part of the country. The commis* 
sioners strongly recommended the measure to con- 
gress; but, after a delay of many weeks, it was disap* 
proved; and the reason assigned was, that general 
Arnold was before Quebec, and the &11 of that place 
was counted upon as certain, and Detroit, as a depen- 
^kncy, must fail with it, and would be included in th€ 
capitulation: the true reason, I suppose, to have been 
Ae scarcity of ammunition. The delay, however, had 
been so great, that the disapprobation was rather for^ 
tunate, for the spirit tlmtv^ould have led the party forth 
in Ae beginning with the greatest dacrity, had, in a 
great measure, evaporated. It was probably this pro- 

2 H 
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posal that brought me into the view of congress; and 
without any applicadon on my part, or in^Leed any in# 
tention to apply, and without being consulted about it, 
some time in December ci that year, I reoeived a let* 
ter from Mn Hancock, then president of congress, 
inclosing a commission as cdbnel, and pressing me 
strongly^ to repair immediately to PJiiladelphia* Al^ 
though I had a young wife I loved very much, and five 
small children equally dear to me, and held six offices 
in Pennsylvania, all of them lucrative, viz, clerk of 
the court of general quarter sessions, prothcmotaiy of 
the court of common pleas, derk Qf the orphan's court, 
judge of probate, register of wills, retor^ of deeds^ 
and suEvcyOT of the largest county in Ae province, 1 
did not hesitate, .fin: I held that no man had a right tq 
refuse his services when his country called for them. 
I resigned them all; proceeded forthwith to Fhilade|^ 
pbia, and w the twehty-second day of January, cMie 
thousand: ^ven hundred and seventy-six, received in* 
structions to raise a regiment to serve in Canada, where, 
it was known to many of the members, I had served 
in on^ thousand seven hundred andfi%<>nineand six^^ 
9ind in six weeks the regiment was completed, not a 
single man wanting: and, oxk the twdftb of March it 
left Philadelphia, fully equipped, and I had six com- 
panics of it in tte vicini^ of Quebec on the eleventh 
of May, just in time to cover the retreat of the army 
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from Aat piace^ and the ctthcr four companies at Sorrd; 
on the St Lawrence. 

In the month of July, after the arrival of general Bur^ 
goyne at Quebec was ascertained, I suggeated to gencnU 
Thomson, who commanded at Sorrel, the {nracticabiU^ 
of retarding at least, if not preventing entirely the Bri« 
tish transports from passing up the river by taking post 
irt the village of Trois Rivieres, from which pjlace I had 
seen» in the former war, a division of them very much 
injured and obliged to faU bade, and proposed to gpn 
possesskp of it with six hundred men. He agreed 
t^ it, and on the thjid day of that month I marched 
from the camp at Sbrrd to the viU:^ of Nicolette, 
which is opposite to the lower end c^ the lake St. 
Pierre on the south side, from whence it was intended 
to cross the St. Lawrem^e, and the boats t}iat were ne^ 
cessary for that purpose were ordered to join me there, 
in the ni^it. To ^nuse die p^opk ^ the viUage^ 
and to cover the design of any alterior movement, 
some fidd works were toiaced immmediatety on our 
lorrival, and we began to break ground as if the des^ 
had becsi to take post there. A few hours after nvy 
di^parture froat Sorrel^ general Sidlivan arrWed there, 
and beii^ an officer of higher rank than Thomson, of 
eaatx tookthe c^duiiand, and instwUy detached hi«i 
^ilh two or three reg;iraeifts to join me at Nicolette^ 
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wbidi he did that night, aod toc^ the conunan^^ We 
wrought as^duously all die next day on tlib rcdoufats, 
BS thou^ we had been resi&y m earnest to estat^^ 
ouradves, andin the suqceedingn^^t crossed die lake 
without any accidait, landing atxnit two hours before 
day* While halting at the point <rf the lake to refic^i 
the men, a report was somehow spread amongst them 
that the British had a post atout three nnles fiom us» 
at a whit)^ house on the main road to the viUage, and it 
soon reached the general's ear. It had beoi die inten- 
tion not to purirae the main road, but to strike off fitim 
it into another that lay nearly pai^aUel, but at some dis* 
toice from the river, and the point of separation was 
between ns and the white house. General Thomson, 
dn hearmg that die British were in his neighbourhood, 
instantly put the detachment in modon to surprise 
them} but, when we reached the house there were no 
troops there, nor had any been there; die place, howevec, 
where the roads separated had been passed, and we 
were full two miles advanced of it; the guide, a very 
intelligent man, in whom I hac^fuU confidence, diought 
we might gain the intended road by marchii^ aaross 
the forest in less time than must necessarily be spent 
in marching back to die place fir^ proposed, but with- 
out any path; it 'was acccH^dingly attempted^ but a con* 
sidemble time was spent without reaching it, and the 
general became syspicious timt the guide was misleaiU 
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mg him^BHil nnpaElknt of the delay, and the sun be- 
kig near "At rising, he ordered the troops back on their 
tract to the irtain rosid they had quitted, where they 
were soon discovered and fired upon from an advanced 
guard boat. The colours were then displayed and th^e 
drums ordered td beat, and he resolved attempting that 
by openforce^ which had been intended to be done by 
surprise* The detachment marched but a short dis* 
tance, before an armed vessel, posted lower down .the 
rivCT, opened her fire and annoyed it a good deal, 
whidi induced the officer who led the front division to 
strike off into a road that presented itself, leading bb- 
Uquely from the river, and that seemed as if it would 
iaU into the same road, after crossing what appeared 
to be a small wood, which would, in the mean time, co- 
ver the men from the fire of the vessel. It led us in- 
deed into the wood, which was far from being a small 
one as had been supposed, and was crossed with the 
utmost labour and difficulty, being a morass, the whole 
way through it, full three miles over; knee deep nearly 
at every step, and intersected by a small rivulet which 
had to be crossed many times, and took the men to 
their breasts. It opened at last upon a cultivated plain 
at no great *distance firom the village, but beyond it. 
Here we saw the transports were arrived, and the troops 
busily debarking, and a considerable body, with some 
pieces of artillery, coming to meet us; and the advance 
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of die two corps w^re somi engaged; but the parly wai 
not eqiuil; and ours was obliged to give way» aad we 
were soon forced W trace back om steps thAiugb th^ 
same dbmal swamp by whidi we had advanced^i^ 
which general Thomson and colonel Irvine lost both 
themselves and the party, and, with *veral others^ fiA 
intoihe hands of the enemy. The command thus (te- 
volving upon me, I had to direct the detachmoit baek 
to the landing place, where I found a lai^ party of the 
enemy had got befwre us, and Were formed in goodo*- 
d^ on a rising ground above the point of ttie ^e, 
and that the officer who had been left there widi die 
boats, had retired on their appearance. There seemed 
nothing left fear us but to lay down our arms, and very 
l^e time to consult upon what was most pro^r to be 
done, and the troops, as may well be im^ined, in v^ 
great disorckr; but, as I knew the country, ther^Aeemed 
to me yet one way, and but oioe way to escapfr that mis- 
fortune and disgrace; tliey were therefore hastify ii^nied 
as with the design to attack, and making a miovem^t 
to the right, which threw a point (rf woods "betoyeea 
them and the enemy, they were ordered to eirter it 
in a certain direction, and by pursuing it a little way 
they would f^ upon a road which led to the Ac^idieB 
village, jdong which road they we**e mstructed to make 
ihe^ best of their way uEtdl they htid crossed the Rhn^^ 
de LK^ups, beyond which I thought it knptcribable they 
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v9w!A be pufsuedt t^ fi»rd being diffi^uk, and the 
groufid op tfae&rtber ^d& fiiToaral^e tp diedc dieptir* 
suit, dioidd they attempt it, and I gave them a route 
Uurough that viUage (where they would he able to get 
some wstenance) to Berthler, nearly opposite to ^ 
camp at Sorrel: a ooMida^le distaoqe was gained be- 
iw^ the enemy diaeovered that they were gone, when 
they made a very general but harmless dischaige of 
musketry, and did not attempt to follow them» For . 
myself, having been severely wounded by a i^ag run- 
i>ing quite through one of my feet, in returning 
through the swamp, I could not go with them, and 
ifiras obliged to submit to the chance of being a pii<* 
^oner, with three or four offi<:ers who were exhsiusted 
by fatigue; tl^se I led a small distance up arivul^ 
that £a]}s into the river at the point <^ the lak^, and 
finding a. large tree blown up from the rOots, we all sat 
down in the cavi^ it had made, trusting to thecon^ 
cealment it seemed to promise; and it did not disap- 
point us, and in a few days we got back to our post 
at Sorrel. 

The camp at Sorrel, with a view to defence, had been 

very ill chosen: it was placed in a low ground lying along 

the St. Lawrence from the mouth of the Sorrel down* 

; wards, and no otherwise forti^ed than by a four gun 

battery in front, cm the edge of an extensive beach of 
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inovi^k.sand^ of ;whidi, every high vrii^ toek upl 
great quandties^ an$| so fifiedAe embrasur^es of the? 
battery, timt the c^inncMj had to be dug out i/^ry fre-^ 
quentiy; the left ft^nk was perfectfy secured by thfe 
Sorrel, but on the right cflatik there was nothing but a 
scwt of abattie fcntned of very taH aspiiie sap£ngs, the 
only ki|wl of wood that grew in' the low ground/ set lipon 
end, of considerable breadth> and which effectually hid 
every tlung below it, and. would havecovered complete- 
ly the approach of an enemy, and nothing xMcc wcmld 
have been requisite to drive every man out of the camp, 
thanto set fire todieabattie withafavourable wind; in the 
rear was a high ground, running from the village of 
Sorrel quite round to the river St. Francis, a distance of 
about eight miles. I had often remarked to gehd^al SuUi- 
tan the danger of the situation, and the ease with which ' 
the enemy could ^ass a body of troops into our rear by 
that river(St. Francis, a good boatable stream, which near- 
ly encircled us) and cut off our communication with the 
posts above us, and with LakeChamplain, and press^ 
him to change it and occupy the high ground. He did 
not thmk it necessar}^; but after we had seen ai very 
heavy cdiumn of the enemy pass by us on the opposite 
side of St. Lawrence, on their way to Montreal, there 
was no longer time to trifle with our situation. All the 
boats \l'ere in the SorreLbelow the rapids of Chambly; 
it seemed certain that the enemy would lose no time at 
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Mkmtre^^ but |>ush a Istrong cc»p$^ iikUK^dtately aicm^ 

ttf St, John's, a dist«fK« of twienty-five mies oslf ; 

seize tjiat , post (which was .gamaoned wifli ooly a scr* 

jeant:andtwdve;mea) and Chdinyy^ at die head oftho 

rapid) and it WQiAd be no longer posa^sfe to get pm ^ 

Ifae country; and any attempt to repossess them wonld 

be fruitless^ as the measks had gone through the wbple 

^my, except the Pennsylvania re^Ts^nts, whidi were 

d^taqhisd with pokxiel Wayne, to tjie vi&ge of liH 

Pfairie, opposite U> Montreal; and much die greati^ 

I^Ert/of tiiae^qic^ not yet rsecovered. I, therefore^ with 

all :t|^ ^d o£|cerS| waited upon the general^ and re^ 

quested him to change his position, warning him ^ 

the same time that, i^ould he persist in ccM^uing to 

Qcc|]pyJ^)s pr^^t^piind,^ and any ill consequences 

8^i^.jif<#w, j^^M^d* which inevitably follow if 

b^ W^ a'ttai^^d^i^^) that hp alone insist answer for it* 

iMber f^bcti^ ,^ so^ .tMne, he rej^ied he believed 

we Wjere right, ^md he wouhlimmediately order the bofit^ 

to be got abaye the rapids; a very difl^cult business, 

for the rapid /vt^ mc^e than a mile in length, very ^ep, 

and a cuirent Hke that of a mill sluice; but for the ge« 

neraPs own personal ^ertions and directions, for l» 

peifectly understood it, it would not have been accom^ 

pll^d. While thus employed^ ccdqnel Wayne, who 

had been obliged to abandon, La Prairie^ joined us at 

Cbambly^ and the whole moved to St. John's, to 

2 1 
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Wftleh plaice the boftts were sent, and ^trni yihiOk y$ft 
{)roceeded the ne:^t Akf to ^ Isle »n Nob in Lal^ 
Champlain; and so critical was the ^vement, that 
before the last of the boats were «it of the teach 
e( muskfetry, the enemy entered the%at. 

i 

III the fan of this year, 1 wa&^ dfdeted by oongressi 
fti leave the northern department and Join geneial 
^ailHirigton in New Jtrsey, and did join him ag he 
was retreating through ^bat pfrovinee, and continued 
With him all that winter, and had my fVifi share in ^ 
business at Trenton, which j^ve the fiipst turn to ott# 
^naiiS* . : * 

On the second crossing'lo thit ^a6e, wfaw lordt 
GomWdlis met us, and an actJon t^ nfejtl mtetttng 
seemed unavoidable, notwithstanding' ^e army Wa^ in 
^vtrj unfevourable posHSon, the geriett^ sui^lirioned 
a council of the general ofilcers at ttiy^pwrters, and 
after stating the difficulties in his way; the probability 
of defeat, and the consequences that would nece^safffiy 
resuh if it happened, desired advice. I had the good 
fortune to suggest the idea of turning ttie left of the 
enemy in the night; gaining a march upon Wm, afnd 
proceeding with all possible expedition to Brutiswlck* 
General Mercer immediately fell in witih it, ahd very 
forcibly pointed out both its practicability, and ^ ad- 
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v^UfgSS thiA would neoessarHy r^u^&oi^ i^ and gp;^ 

neral Wadiington hij^y alloyed it; npr w^ tker^. 

pne dissenting Toice in die couoqil, e^K^^.asto ipo^ 

of the details, of litde moment, and, I was insttS^tHly; 

9f$nt to prepare £cir its execution; the cwsequ^^c^ai^ 

t)rell kqowiu Bui( after we had rcacbed, Princetoii, aisd 

tjlie litde force t^icfe had bee£( 6ifi^m4, a n^ di$.. 

cuJty arose; the wemy were cpming*an rapidly^ apd Qiir 

re^ guard, about two miles off, was warioly engf^d 

with their advance, and the general was missing: he had 

JQii^ in thie pursuit of a fiyusg par^ of Manhood's 

Corpsand foUpwed it top &r, and whether he was killed 

or tak^ pnsoner w^ not known, and the very doubt 

of eilher of them haviag. fasq^pened, piccawwied th^ 

SiSpatest toosi^imtkiia^ \Am be hi^ily appeared t^ 

dispel It. But, wli»tw$& now |p^ d^Hii^ The 6m&^, 

of proceeding tp founswick was |>e^ess^^y ahand(3»Q^d; 

it was eighteen miies cUatant, and the4rp(^s were very 

much fatigued, and^ as the principal deposite of the; en- - 

emy's military stoi?^s ^as at ib»L place, they had cer- 

taip^y nqft beieakft unguarded; x^ifsj^^K^ was t^re- 

£me jto be ex{)Mled> wbioh would reqijire some tim^e 

m avwfQine, ^nd a au|)erior army was close upon us* 

M:i(3fH?.|;(fi$ral^#cer, except mysdf, knew any thi^ 

of :lb(e upper country^ and the kuowle^ge that I jhad 

of it wan slight iiid^v and gaiiiied by pure accident. 

la pas^a^*^ the, nprthw^rd in the \?e^anit^ of the. 
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Itoe wbehalaige party crftlie emnay wete&rag^^ 
l|ie lower country, aod^ isA s^vaiic^ as fir upr^w 
jSfiri&^^Jd, at 'ihe foot of tlie n^^ of mo^tdlE^, 
liixidti^ hy Uie name of tiie i^bc^ HiSs, where^^^eral 
Wilkinson was oppoi^g them with the taiH^ I 
setoJT dn;the mstaat to jom htto^ but beCwc Irea^chol 
him, Ae enemiy kid redred; but I had titeret^xfltn 0p-' 
portunky ta see some part of %)se h^ w^ch u*» 
afterwaids of so ^?eat tise ^ gtnasri Wa^fimgton, aa^ 
from wh»di.sir WiBiam Hon^ Bever could d^^y.l^; 
and dared not to atteml^ to ddve him. I menl^m^ 
them to him, and MoiWs Tot^^aM'te vidnky afe^^ 
place where the a^rmy c6uld i>e <2intoned* lie quiok- 
ly decided, and tfee army had ordc^^' to take ^ route 
towards that j^tee, and' I was left vr^ a rearguaid^tp' 
destroy the bridges, the last of Trbfch^was barcfy irfv 
fcd^ \^hm t|i@ enem^ appeared and #ed upon u^ 

The next year I w^ sent to ^ not^hward afain, to 
take ^ command titider general Schu|ibr at -rio^^tnle- 
roga, for Ae deftaice of which, I had about two thoQ. 
sand men and boys half armtfd!, oM' ill equipped^ ^ 
every way, notwithstanding that generid Gates had dte 
year before, demanded ten tboutond regular ^tt^njte,' 
ai^ so matiy isi ^t ioSSi^ ias he ni^t j^iink fft^dper 
to caH for, for which he had uiilimited audK»%. ' Hddi 
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eiraEftiiwiIii^1>eeni;^^osed m sdn^ fik<»i tfeie 
iiggex&at woAa and alc»ig the Sms of defence;, difigr 
*iiroidd have been searceijr wkfain die reach of eadt 
t^iierV voices; ibut congress hs^bedn persuaded liuir 
the enemy wouMmake no attempt in diat quarter^ and 
such aiiunriber of mep only, as vmc jti^^edto be snf- 
fieientior 0CNiii|detii^ &e wwks that fasuibeen projected, 
^nvare assigned to me. lliose two thousand I found ar-^ 
ranged into many Foments, widi their full ccrnipte^^ 
ment of officers and three brigadjbrs: these, by tibe 
evacuaticm (so xxludi censured at the time, and amee » 
mutch {^proved) were saved to thdr amt^^ aod 
laitned tte narvecf that amiy whkk foi%ht^^ier4 
B^rgoyne and f<Hrced hhn to s^tra^der, and without 
whkrh, tbtt army could not have been formed* That 
greal: ocmsequenqes were foreseen firpm tteit measure, 
Is evident, feoin nqr letter to congress ontheoosislon,^ 
but (H^rtainly not so extensive as they i^oved to be. 

AIi3k>U|^ I was, fix* a coraiderable thne, suspended 
from command, X never left general Washington nor 
die am^, andi3^€»*e the bs^e of Brandywine, I sug^ 
g^ted to htm a measuie^Unilar to that so happily ex«i 
ecutedj^t TreirtcMi, and would have been attended, wWi 
^flu}ar ^ipcts. It hadbefcare occurred to himself (who 
imely iode^ milled sbservbg any advantage Jlmt 
6QaId be takoi of the enemy) and he then shen^ iqq 

• See Letters, page 185. 
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gAfiand. Gt^QGite'fk dbrUba an aiotom.^^ipiil ikintoiracH 

sftrcmg^ qutrtVE (abMit^ two mk» ftm Gfaid's fendv 
wfadrfe the body oCUiesfftajr was posted) whD» willi liie 
Pefln^lraua nkijitiai irUbeh ite* bommmidfid, li»s:t5 
Itfivehtul A share ifi iu but ther, Pfeontylvaiua nalitlGi 
ifoas noiin rcidiQ6s% and be was oU^gcd to abaodoa 
the |>it))ect. Itti^astbir. iildie sk Wyiito Hpwci^ iiaaiil 
ascending die Bratidy wiim to cross linear x^mlo^iatir 

OD]|»iii (ront of cm army Bk GJud's, feqi, dM»fy.>to 
Icep It in cheeky ui^ sii? Wimam had made gpod hm 
^BSttgeabovcs lib ctsa^ or diii^ersi dwitc^ 
tk§KU QDeenefs dismkm yms tadeaeeiud the mer to 
g^eiral Armstrong^ qm^ars^ and diat ssoveteettK 
uraudd be ccmoei^ from Kcgrplutnaen iaj^4m tUek 
woods on the m^er^ baidc^ And tehig jcwadbf hndi^ 
vkkm, drdss die river tbere^ and Ml in the redat of 
Knyphausehi while the general^ with the corps at 
Chad's Sard, should cross at tl^ ftooeaad attaekiisia 
m ^tit» wbicli would iirfaltit^ oUige sir WiltiEun t^ 
i^etxace hb steps: totiielo$so£:tfaKt4;«»i^fai&paiitdi^ 
bear, and it was cextaiu he would, nm efvinyriafc .to 
preventit 

lb tbe action at Germ^mstown I was not^ .^^^ Ike 
tmcm of sir Win^n Howe fpom While M^^h, Ibe 
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ii^Boloik'to irMt Ay faii%, a^l was atteni&ig^ ceii:^ 
grate v/bm iim actkm «t MiniiiuMa^lb6k t^iM^i^ ^' 

0poa ak" Heniy Clbiton*# moifihg to Abode Is^^ 
igrWl akffge portimi of ^ troopst'at N#vr Ifork, the 
gefiendlnteiidedl'4o a^ldriiiit pkAife w)d9e ll^ wais 
lAieM, and tm^iltet eccttieii offeitJNto me^ in a private 
imtr wkkii I'sSI presei^e^ ^<^mitiand <^ thel%ht 
aamij^ i^^^'iamy; usuy ly" ufid^ the ordei^ ^^ 
ma^^ de lA l^ei^ette {^(Mid i^ thilf timewas ^hitr^ 
tofivii^wasto^i^Aded wi^ ItMfas 

M9S£ j^dyfolfy'Setie)^, txii^^lsiiiMie l^^e <:oi)triv«4^ 
We^dttie me &^<«li0re ffnimi fif««fer, iiok^^ a iti6il^ 
graeibus mmitfill 1!W^ «^4ftl»i t^Vftlti 
l^pevaMed the abiMKpt, "itid ibimK^tpM'^^ 
tmtkiitJohW^taiiimai ■ :' '^^^. ■^*** ' • ' ■'^^ *^ - -■*' '• 

When the army mai'ched to idie south^vard, I wa^ 
Ifeft m Pernisylrank to oi^anisse and forward ^e trbopS 
cff that state, and bring up the recruits, about Are^ 
hundred men, ^t had teen raised there; and' the com- 
mand ^ the American army was kept open for me, 
die general intending to ^e upon himself, farmaUy^ 
the command of the ^ied army, which hitlierto he had 
oitty done actusdfy. After having sent off the greatest 
part of that Ime, under the qonunand of general Wayne, 
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uigton from \m puipose against lopd Com^/iK#i;^}i)p4 
tb^ <^dared^ni$ t9i:fe«mun vsniii the £i^ tf^ofiifjf h^ 

^as^ceaiil^o* He wroti^ 9ga^ oa> <tl|& !i^^<^^ili^ jE#^#r 
hmet Mpre c^igpws^ l^iS^iififisfF. ,9IW«^ 

notraMh tt>until ibe^bm^MP W^^ aflW^^il^i'^ .#ll%<9^^ 
ptmlatioa havk:^ beaa .3igoad ia fLve-or ^ix^ ^fl^&^yftar 
113^ anrivak Frcna. dieiiae X ^ijm. seat w]t)ik: ^^^ogp^ 
mi^l^ and teir pieces o£ zjti&^f^py^^mdoijj^^ 
Greene in £|outhCarc)Jina> with ^ec^ to.sM^eep» iii>ai^ 
M^y, all the J^tii»h pc^ts^in ^9^ Cm9^; .k»Mi.'4^9r 
diki notifive me tipubje, fqr, o^-iiHr ti#pe^^.diip8>j<Bi» 
towai^ Wihmi;^^, they abaiidppsdthait pteee ajeniL 
every other post ^y had ia that eou^t^y) a^ Id'l.vi^^ 
at liberty to pursue the march by ^J^st aiMJowi^gluiji 
rect route; d3[A <m jd^ tweo^>seyenth of De90BibGr),^I 
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j<»rted gettimd Qieme neaar Jadtiicnisbu^ and seeing 
no ;m)tebiIHy of iatctive ojpiaraiions, and^certiun that die 
war W9s^ neatly over, early in the summer I return^ 
to my famtty/ 

In tile year one thousand' seven ^ hundred and eighty- 
^x loitered into the public service in dvil life, and 
Vds a member of congress, and presidoit of that body 
iriben it vras determined to erect a government in the 
country to the west, that had been ceded by Vir^ma 
fb die United Stsates, and^in the year one thousand se» 
ven hundred and eigh^-eight the office of govonoF 
was, in a fp^ measure, faired upon me. The losses J 
had sustained in die revolutionary war from die depre- 
ciation of the mioney and <^er caus^, had been very 
great, and my friends saw in this new government means 
diat m^l^ be ia my power to compensate mysdf, and 
to provide handsomely for my numerous family. They 
did not know how Htde I was quc^fied to avail myself 
of diose advsuitages^ had they existed. I had neither 
taste nor genius for i^^eculation in land; neither did I 
think it very consistent widi die c^ce. But, if it had 
been odierwise, the hi^ price at which they were set 
when brought to sale, required so large a sum of 
money, to secure any considerate quantity, as was al* 
txsgfB^b^.oatoi nky I'each, had the. prosqpeot been ever 

sa fiattett^. The accepting that offiee w;!3ts the most 

2k 
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iisiptfiidtitt ad ^ my Wci^ {^^tih(m^^ m 

mmii^ matters I ivas nercr Qiyc^baelheiied) $mi^ym^ 
thenin posseaaktt t£ omoil&m be^ oft0t& i»rP^m^l. 
vania, atwtioneer of the mty of BhUadelp^^ vy<dii 
had of course to t^ . ^signed&i Sat a new qourse to 
my ambkion opeiied tipo^ nte^ and I am frwir ^^ml^ 
I wa$ Qdt cx^empt firon^ thiit yk:^ If ^ it be a i^k^ wA 
that I was attfad^ by it. Mine wavka«A6i(vw% kOi* 
6&ble aiiibhi(»n that c^ bi»:omliigd}e|g^^.l^aQi^^ 
try^ and h^i% a fidunda^m:^ ^ hi^pifieao of )»i^ 
Ibni then unborcu ISHm wdl I 9UQC^«!dci$.m jft 49 
periectlsr well knowa^ thottgh^ttiie sotite wdial^idlittiiit 
lo make miich im^feadkm oa the geneml goircniii^ffi^ 
So Iwg as there were lio ocamfdaiitfai iBs^f worn ^atis^ 
fied, and^prcdKildr tnade Cbw inqi^bMsu, Bntfrom asor 
loBtg:absence 1 k)6t iriB that iidiirace A hoinc |id»q]»4nd 
been once very eonsiderabdc^ aisd; macuiiiiiig mysdf jn 
i^publio servkseabcQod) arfa%I hope few wiftbegivlty 
of atorme. The gwcfnment of die' Uiuted Statias 
"ms kuroduoed, and made ppbtabl^ to them^ asdongst 
a pdopte (aoquired by the iiealj of pea€e)^wfao mtxti 
strai^ocs to theu- laws, u^Bflfeiieiit in their mmtfi^s^. wtA 
ignorant of thebr language,, aad had^t??ofig|Hi3|adiQe6 
against them alt. The ^tifioulties ariskig kom these 
circuiAsiaaces wet]^ overciime, but not without my in- 
curring vei^ heavy expenses; and when the nugr^l|(Hi 
frond ikk U^edi^Sttos t»t)a^ country began;M(aftd k 
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usas socm.vcry ^«rt> Ifctey u^fR aRWieh iiicr(M»edi-i9^^ 

ihmr «s«)UiihiM^itpi;vti^for^^ 
end of ^ to the other/ a distam^rOf oii^thoysan^jrnilf^ 
in which there were iK^tber rQ|4$ ikh*' w«eim«dwte 
places gS accoinmoda^<»i; nolwitisi^apdiAg wjiw^ I 
was under the necessity^of ifisiting them all very fre^ 
^ueii^y, ^rst |o |)Bi^U)ein ia order mA provjc^ for the 
idministratioD of ju^tipe aonmgst th^fih. i^ s^U^rw^ds 
to keep tilpem in order^ as fifpai tN.Mi^x Qf rV^jsw s^ 
^drs the]? uperei dsiSy chang^, and ii^uired a gre^ 
deal of #temion to k^ tkme^ kk hf^tUs of obediaooe 
tothe )xw% andto ptevc^^iiem lifWid^n^fltiog «tr 
to sovi^ea. Th^ fiit%ues» the daofi^ :&wa wandering 
parties of Indians, i»4k> kxdoed on the^ estebtiahments 
With a very evil eye, and t3m almost coost^nt^xpo^i^, 
flight and day, it is not easy to descnhe; yet any thing 
by way of coiK^ensatioQ iims never made to me, and the 
rtpaymem of my expenses was refused, because th^y 
faadnotbeeni^'eviously authorized t^hw, wl^ch, as they 
were altogeAer contingent, it was inkpossible diey 
should have bem. Tathe estabhshment of that o(Atn«* 
try, which was l^ me led up filon. thirty Imea (the firM; 
American adventurers) to upwards, of »xt|r thousand 
in about fourteen years, the general government never 
xxmtiibtttfd one eent» except ^ safanyv i9^h»ah>'W«i not 
equd to s^y travdUt^ txftm^Ms for H^S^wl^ini^ years 
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The country that Was tfcen un^ nijr csadtt, fk>v^ contsdns 
t^tit large stat^ that will send six iiiembers to the nesit 
congress, and wfe leftt^jr me flocn^ing and hapiy, 
and the civil and milit^ establishments as )ierf<^t in 
ev^ respect as airf ir^ the qnion, aftd Iferce tctritorMi 
govbniii^nts. ' ■^;-^--^? : -^." ->^'-- " r^ •*^^^.; 

When the war had broken out wiili the Indians, I 
was Appointed t6 tomfaniand the troops defined td clki^«i- 
tis6 th^in^aftergftierial I&nbar had failed in it/ and w^ 
also^tnsucce^rul/£Lhd& cdmmittee 6& the house of rci 
presentdtJvcs was ap^ifited to int^uire itito^e^calis^s 
of the 'Mhire; y6<i,' sirv wais a metrflDb- of ttditcottii 
mittee, and attended tc? the inquiry With great '{^tiencc 
throu^ the wiiole of it, although k wbs protradtfed 
through two ^e^ions of congress, not mdeedyby lAe", 
forhaving nothing eitJn^ to palliate or t0 d^^feea^ I 
was as ready forit^di^ finsi hour as at the last; atfd 
^er a very careful inv®tig«ti<m, they found nbthkig in 
me to blan^, but a good deal to approve, and maite 
two reports, both very: honourable to my reputatkm 
and^ccmciliatory to my feeHngs, and though, so kmg 
a t^m^'Jias ^since ekqised, I doubt mA that the partktu 
fa^at^stilUnybuj^r6Cottec^oii< > ^ 

. . > - ^ .. ^.- ^ 

In the revdlu^onaiy Wai*, wheat6ngress lnx)ught ih- 
fd their service officers from foreign countries, it was 
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visixsi to compensate them for imy pecuniary losses they 
kugl^ thereby sustam M home. General Lee, the ba- 
ron Steuben, and cpkmel Hazen, are instances. Ge- 
nendi Lee received a large sum, the quantum I do not 
w^ recoyeict, 4»cc»isideration <^)us British half pay 
whidi he resigned; t^ It was paid to him upon a sti- 
pulation. He^ would not give Ms services unless the 
government gave the money. With me there was no 
stipulation, neither could I be considered as a foreign 
ofider^ but it is most; probisible, that had it not been 
known that I had seen much service, they would not 
haveca&d upon me. The saK^rifices L made were 
freely made, and were of more than five ttnies the value 
of general Lee'& half pay; they were not for these rea- 
sons the less meritorious, nor less to be depended upon 
that I had a deeper interest in the issue of the contest. 
WiditfaebiffonSteubeni Ithink, there was no stipulation, 
but he wa^ amply, andhonouraUy for the country^ re- 
wsuded for fab services, which were indeed very gregit and 
most useful. Now, that I am, partly by those very sacri- 
fices in the beginning, partly by the expenses incurred 
in the north western territory, and partly by an indirect 
e&ct of the first embargo,^ reduced from a state of 

* The effect of the embargo above alhided to was this. In tfie 
part of the state where I resided, money was always Scarce, but 
that measure batdjdied it enjdrely; for a titbe not a dollar was to 
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affiiiCDce ^^^eme poiverQr, VfUh a toig train ^qf lOir*^ 
p))an grand chiljdi'en depend^tjupic^ me, it n^ n^ I 
hope» be thougl^t an .ynr^asonabite expectation^ that some 
allowsMite may Id^ made to rescue the little remainder 
of a lift^; $fteflt.aJ<fipst whoHjr id A^ service rf tbi3 
country, and my.d^^iidaptfi fc^n the* * 
povertj^ ftn4 jAe want- <^,ediioatJ£rtii whkA I jyot . noif 
enable to giye theml u : .; 

AflTHUR STi ChMR^ 



The honoMraik 
W. S, aUes. 



be seen. The expenses I was exposed to in the north western 
territory, had forced me td contract a debt which had fun oft intc- 
rest'for a g4>od many years, but that I< was not tbiiasy aboiit, be-^ 
cause my accounts had bejsii aubmitl4d to Mn H^mukon wlrense* 

cretary of the treasury, who had promised payment voA that inte- 

* 
rest should be all6wed on it; t>ut it could not be xlone until an ap- 
propriation was made for the payment of debts of that nature con- 
tracted under the confederation, and before that was done he went 
out of office, and those debts were no more thought of. His suc- 
cessor would do nothing in it, smd I was obliged to apply to con- 
gress, where payment was refused on the ground mentioned in the 
text My creditor got i^ judgment, and at that unfavourable mo- 
ment my proper^ was forced to sale; a most valuable tract of land 
on which there was afopi mill witiiv two pai^r of stones, a large 
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aii4 w^ fini^h^ dweUing house^ and all the n^essaiy out hotises 
for a fitrsfiy and a furnace for smelting of iron, on the erection of 
which and putting it into operation, I had laid out about ten thou- 
sand dollars, and though it was rented at the same time, for twenty- 
four hundred dollars per annum, was S0I4 for four thousand, and 
all the other property I had in the world went in the same way. 
The money due to me from the public, though it would not have 
discharge the d^»t> wo^d have enal^ed me to make such a par- 
tiftt 'jtoynient as would 'hare presented the property from com- 
ing to tte hammer and my £ufuly from ruui. 
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REPORT 

OF THE COMMITTEE OF ChAJMS ON %W^ 
PETITION OF ABTHUB ST. CLAIR. 

The CommUtee of Claims ^ to whom was ^referred 'the 
petition of Arthur St. Clcdr^ — Report: 

That the petitioner claims the reimbursement of 
the sum of eighteen hundred dollars, advanced by him 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
six, to major W. Butler of second Pennsylvania bat- 
talion, to begin in the northern department the rein- 
listment of the troops then in service; in order to forin 
a part of the permanent army of the United States, 
conformably to the resolutions of congress; which 
claim is founded upon a receipt in the following words 
and figures, viz: 

" Ticonderoga, October 26fA, 1776. 

" Received of geperal St. Clair, eigh^en 4iundi5(fd 
dollars, for the recruiting service. , 

WM. BUTLER, m(x/ar2rfP--B/' 
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Vftikh pkpct is hefeutito annexed; under whidi re^* 

o&iipi diiA oh the same paper, Uie foUowbg meflcnnandai 

are taade, /^gave obtain Nelson one hundred andi 

fifty-four dollars for the same purpose; October thirti- 

ethy captain Moore three hundred and sixty- two dollars; 

Noveo^r thinl, Mr. Armstroni; seven dottars and 

tm .ceats#" The pomii^ttee are s^fied that the peti* 

^90ejr advanced ^ sum nientioned, for the object an4 

m the mafmer set £xth by the memorialist; ttmt it \m$ 

applied to the reinlistment for the potnanei^ army by 

mifor Buder; that the United States have receivad the 

benefit c^ the sum s^vaneed; that neither the United 

States or m^r Butler, have evpr paid any part qf the 

said sum to general Su Clair. Of the authenticity of 

Butler's recei{^ there can be little doubt. Besides the 

internal evidenpe of the original paper, and being on a 

piece of paper, containing pr^ate memoranda, writ* 

tm with the same pen and ink apparently, the certifi# 

cate of Joseph Howel, jun. assistant comn^issioner rf 

army accounts, that the claim had been laid before 

Wm, sixth November, 1787; apdalso, that before the 

death of major Butler, or as «rly as 1793, the rece^lt 

was put in possession of Mr. Eoss, rni ^tcmi^y, tp 

faring suit against said B^tler• Howel's ceriiQi^e 

Ko. 1. Ross's certificate No. 2. In a ti^nsaction of 

this kind, the committee wcmid not be satisfied of the 

justice of this claim, upon a proof that the money 

. 2 L 
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b$A been advwoed for the United^tes; 4:^ wou^ 
fequire presump^ve 3atis£ictor]r evkjtee^, tli^ t)ie fer> 
imbursement never had heoi made <^ this partiJ^ular 
sumi 

This evidence is furnished by the circumstances of 
this case, and the documents of the memorial. AU 
though the memorialist has had various settlemehts 
vrith the government of the United States, except flie 
final settlement of his accounts for revt^kilionaiy ser- 
vices with Pearce in 1787, he neVer coidd wiA prc^* 
ety have niade the claim, as they were accounts arising" 
for disbursements of nmnies for specified purposes^ 
and for services and claims arising from considera- 
tions long since the American revolution, and with 
which other claims could not have been blended. In 
the settlement of his army accounts with Pearc^, he 
might have laid in his claim fw the g 180(X No positive 
procrf, independent of the positive declarations of the 
imemorialist exists of the exhibiticMi of the claim for 
settlement at that time. But the certificate of Joseph 
Howel, the successor of Pearce, establishes two facts, 
which remove all doubts on this part of the subject; 
that William Butler, to whom the glBOO had been 
advanced; had not settled his public accdunts, which 
was the reason why Pearce couldnot admit tMs elaim 
aSalledged by St. Clair; md secondly, that the « 1800 
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did not appear upon die bookfi> of the (sffieefo£ amgr 
addounts in ftvour of tbe memorialkt; ^ die iii^^^ 
of a settlement of accounts ^yith Butlev, seemed a rear 
son why Howd did not take upon himself to settle 
said claim the sixth of Nbvember, 1787; from these 
two&ctsv it seoms ceilain that thepetkioner^ in ^787, 
n^^ claim to this B 1800, wl^i 1^ not been allowed^ 
and iksA all subsequem setliements and transactions be* 
tween hhn and the United Sti^s, were of a totally dis« 
tinct natme, and jQould not inehide suc|i a c^ynn as this., 
C(x^idering the circumstances of this oase^ the conl^ 
mittee do not think the hpsie c^ time a presumptive. 
Ci^ence^ that the ckdm has been paid, having a parti* 
cukr regard to the conduct of general Sx^ Clair; h<s 
has not been ne^igent in making daim either (^^ainst 
d^ United States or William Budo*. The jH-esumption 
is strong that this claim was presented toPearc^for 
setdement one thousand seven hundred ai^ ei^ty^se* 
ven. It is certain it w^s pre^nted to Howel the M^th 
trf November one tlK>usand seven hundred 9X^ eighty- 
seven; that before die death of major Butter, he g^ve 
the receipt to Mr. Ross, upon whi$^h to brjB^ a suit,^ 
about the year oae thousand seven hundred and ninety* 
three, and afier Buder's deadi applied to his executors; 
that he presented his petition to reimburse him this 
money ii^ the year one thoussuad eight hundred ^d 
duree; diat previous tp this time iloss had returned the 
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reo^ of BiUier, upoa a bdiidCi^iat m deAaa itMlU^ 
not lie agsunst fais exccutws fiir money adi^oieed fisr^ 
pid^o purposes; aad that in one thousand f^f^ hmn^ 
dred and nine, the executrix. of Wittiam Budorie* 
fused to give th^ petitk^ner Ins li^Qfdcs^ eontainilag^lill: 
mcamA %vididi9 petilicmer; that the monoxift^ne^ 
ver cmM have presoitcd Ids efatim. to aay of the oft^. 
co^ of the government for liquidation^ after the Jweft^: 
ty^third 0[ July one thousabd seven huadred andt 
eighty-e^t; (see twd&fa ^^ohtine journate (tf old. ismu 
gress, seventy-seventh pagei) and the statute never, 
^vas suspended as to diis class i)f claims; the suspeb*' 
|0ion i^y i^Ued to a praw rsMkrtioii riqapectaig^ 
Cilaims fer military services^ wluch were barred after 
August one thousand sevofi htmdred and dghty^s^x^ 
(see volume ten, jourtials, two hundred ai^ ^l^^fiidi 
psge) and the act swqpending^ steitute ofUn^tatk^nSt 
passed the twenty«seveatk of March one thousand Kiiafi: 
hundred and mtiety^hree) oi^ly sar tb obm^ fiir persofii^ 
al services; (see vohime two, la«^, page tfairty^joiie 
and ttUrty^two,} A ps^r pui^ponkig to be a atetei 
ment of accounts between general St. ChAiJt and 
major Butler in the baid writing of the p^tioner, tioQ 
petitioner has satis&ctorily explamed how t|»A P^tpc^ 
(»me to be in his own hand w^ttng; but d^tt p^^er^ if 
evid^iee*%i &e case, wviold esfeabtirii important ftots 
in favour of goieral St« Ci:.AtR# It appqam by tlm 
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i/mmtnltt iim^ mwssy was ^dvaooedby s^ei4 
St. CxmASBi and^ that mosmf applied 40 the ben^t ; oC 
dm UiHled Sl»«n9, wd bsilaiic^ by mofiqr expended 
lijr major Butler in ^e recruiting sorvicef $0 &r finmi 
tfieK&£«iab8olyk^ the government firoin tht payment 
dt Urn da&m^ Ib^makethe claim moi^ obligatory ^^ 
oadie United &ates, ^ tiie mon^ was adyancfd at a 
rnoBt pei^Qs and Uiteret^ing moment, and give$ the 
uteim tbR most meritonoiis maiicB; nqr can there be any 
pnesumptioi^^t flus money hadbeen previously paid to 
general^ Chdr by lb» pf^mastdr generic cnrany ^di9 
dBcers or agents of the government, but the prewmp^ 
tmib very strong the other ^ray, that it wm nqt advm^ 
eed to him by the agents of the United States. Fir9t» 
because he had then received the commission of gene^ 
ral, and did not atcmd in such a relation to major ButleTi 
aa to suppose viiAi him the dqipsite of money was mad( 
fyi the use ^f major Butler; second, the time and plaoe 
of making the advance in the north, proves with Otl^ 
facts that major Butler had finished the recruiting ser^ 
vice in the formaticm of his company wlule captain and 
•in Pennsylvania, and that d^ recruitii% the men tQ 
inlkt as a permanent part of the army, was the recruilt 
iflg aHuded to; (see general Wa^ingion's tetter o« 
this subject) r^erred tq by the memorialist. It is be^ 
tieved by die ccu»unitlee that the money advanced to 
mii}(x Butler tQ recrmt his ccHnpaiQr ^ FennsylvanWi 
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was fomished by the United States, and ghren teethe 
petitioner while cokmd in ^ United States army and 
in the state of Pennsylvania; and the account between 
colonel St. Glair and captaki Butkr, as to money 
for recrufting meny in the first instance, ceased with a 
completion of that eipployment, which ended jAct Ihe 
army left PMladelphia t6 the nordi; and in Augttsi^ 
the twelfth, one thousand ^ven hundred and seven- 
^-six^ colonel St. Clair was commissicHied bnga^ 
dier general, and the money advsmced to m£^(Mr Bulger 
was in October the twenty six]th, and it is presumed, 
unless the contrary appears, that general St^ CLAtR^s 
elevation in rank changed his relations, as it respect- 
ed the men commanded by major Butler, and that he 
had nothing to do with the regiment oi which Buder 
was a part, only as it composed a part c^ Ms brigad^^ 
In&pendent of these considerations, the existence of 
rtie receipt of major Butler, in the possession of flie pe- 
titioner, furnishes strong and violent presumption that 
the money mentioned in it has never been paid, either by 
the government or Butler; if by the government, the 
foundation of the claim wouldhave been required, and as 
tiie receipt was the basis of that claim, it must have been 
repaid; if Butler had ever satisfied &is claim,' he certain* 
ly wouU have taken in his rectipt. It would be a [«e- 
sumptton not warranted by law or reason^ to supposjet 
that thep^itioaer tfts ever been divested of thii pap^i 
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mA thd he has in any way whatever oon^e to tiiie uii« 
proper po$9e^ion of the receipt again. The faCt must 
be teJten as foimdi that he holds the receipt bona fide^ 
witlKiut its havli^ ever been discharged. THe oom- 
miltee need not s^y more, to shew the improprie^ of 
blending th^ aaQount of one tbou^^ eight Imndred 
dcdlarSy with other accounts between ^ pe^tioner and 
WiUiam Butler, ot with the United States; the item of 
<»ie thousand eight hundred dollars, advsuiced at Ti« 
conderoga; has alone occupied the attention of the com- 
mittee^ and they think it would be improper to blend 
it with other distinct inquiries, not embraced by the 
claim; They are satisfied that the petitioner advanced 
the money; that it was applied to the benefit of the 
United l^tes; that he has used reasonable diligence to 
have said claim settled; and that the said sum has never 
been paid by the United States, or m^jor Buder, to the 
petitioner; and if it appears upon the treasury books or 
book of the war oflGice, that general St. Clair is in-'^ 
debted to the United States, it cannot invalidate his 
daim; in this case, it could only go as an offset ioc so 
much. But this inquiry is not before the committee; 
there is a remedy for the case of public debtors. This 
claim ib^ing barred by the statute, the committee as in 
other qas^ feel bound to recommend the following re- 
solution. 

Mesolvedf That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 
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WBMmT OF A S«LBCTC0MMIT3!EB TO WB9^ 
WA« REFERRED THE MEIIORUL OF GE. 
NERAL ARTHUR ST. CLAIR 

Ihe committed to whom tuds r^stred th^peOHon oftAr*- 
ikuT St. Chir^ hffve had the Mme ufldef ^om^defo^iMi 
ondh^eeometothefithmAg Mgp^t...^. 

That the petitioner claims a reimbursement of 
the sum of eighteen hundred dollars, advanced by him, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
six, to major William Butler, of the second Pennsyl- 
vania battalion, for the reinlistment of troops then in 
service. He states this subject was before congress 
at their last session, and was referred to the committee 
of claims: that the committee stated, that they were 
satisfied that the petitioner advanced the money, and 
that it was applied to the benefit of the United States. 
A bill passed the house of representatives in his favour, 
but underwent alterations in the senate, which only 
allowed a certain sum, and coupled with a condition 
that the petitioner should release all claim from further 
reimbursement, which he now solicits. Your com- 
mittee beg leave to refer to the report of the com- 
mittee of claims as part of their report; and recom- 
mend the following resolution: 

Resolvedy that the prayer of the petitioner is rea- 
scmable and ought to be granted 
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Note !• 

Itmustliave been foi^otten at the war-office, that 
general Scott's expedition was ordered for the tenth of 
May, and had been delayed to the twenty-fourth only 
of that month, t>f which he was 2q)prised, or orders to 
delay it would not have been issued fix)m thence on the 
hinth of July. 

Note 2. 

One of those obstacles was, that without authority 
from the executive of Virginia, no part of the militia 
of Kentucky could be draughted, or sent out of the 
state, and the secretary had neglected to apply for that 
authority. 

Notfe4. 

It was the intention that major Hamtramck should 
match towards Bort Hamilton, twenty miles only; if 

2 M 
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the convoy was not met with within thlat distance, it 
was considered to be in fio danger from the deserted 
militia, as they must have taken a different route; but 
as the orders were "jglven to him vert)ally the moment 
the mutiny and desertion of the militm was ahnounCed, 
they might not have been sufficiently explicit, or might 
have been misunderstood by him. It is believed they 
were for him to march twenty miles on that road, or 
until he met tlie convoy, in the expectation that it 
would have been met with in a shorter distance. 

Note 5. 

. Thelettersofcolond Sargent referredjtoi .contain^ 
numerous instances of the misconduct pf colonel Dairkf ^ 
^ the trouble he had given him* 

Note 6. 

A considerable part of the levies were the sweeping 
of tile gaols* 

^ Note 7. "' 

See captain Slough's deposition, page 213. 

Notes. 

The committee, in this place and in some others, use 
the term green forage: there was not a particle of dry 
fprage of any kind with the army; a sm^l quantity erf 
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oats that had been sent from Fort Pitt, had all been 
used kmg before the army marched, and the pasturage 
to be found in the woods is soon eaten out by a num- 
ber of cattle in a body, and a change of place becomes 
absdutdy necessary. 

Note 9. 

It is a mistake that the militia fled without firing— 
there were a few shots fired by their advanced guard- 
See ensign Pope's deposition, page 211. 

Note 9. (page 74). 

The mcHiey to pay the levies did not leave Philadel- 
phia tin about coc month after the time of service of 
the whole of them was exjHred; and two mcHitfas after 
its expiration in colonel Darke's battalion, and nearly 
another month elapsed heiorc it reached Fort Wash- 
Mgton. 

Note 10. 

The infisting the men of the levies into the standing 
re^ments was directed expressly by the secretary of 
war: a measure that laid the foundation of all the je^i^^ 
louqr that subsisted between the officers of those corps, 
and created so much tmeasiness that I was obliged to 
forbid it. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



268 APPENniix. 

' Note 11. 

To the want of discipline the committee might have 
added^ the kind of men of which the levies were com- 
posed. 

Note 12. 

It was not un^til I had left Phibdelphjia, that the re- 
cnihii:^ instruetioiis were issued, either fey tlip, secretary 
of war or general Butler, and were never seen by .rae;. 
but as the levies were by law to be engaged for six 
months only^ there could have been no such latitude 
in the instructions: they must aU have been uniform* 

Note 13. 

These were the secretary's correspondehts at Detroit^ 
of which he has spoken in another place. 

Note 14. 

There was not a single sheet of cartridge-paper iii 
the store at Fort Washington when I arrived there, nor 
until the twenty-first of August, though the campaign 
should have been opened upon the tenth of July. 

Note 15. ' 

The person alluded to was the count Adriam, an 
Italian noUemah, who had been viewing the falls of' 
Niagara, and travelUng through Upper Canada with a 
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passport from lord Dorchester: from that circumstsmce 
the committee thought it improper that he should be 
caUed upmi. 

Note 16. 

The boat on which the powder was embarked was 
suafc in descending the liver, and the whole under wa- 
ter a ccmsiderafile time: a circumstance that was not 
r^qported till after the action. 

Note 17. 

It is a mistake in the committee that ttie five thou- 
sand dollars were not applied to the pay of the regular 
troops. See major Hamtramck's receipt; but it was not 
paid till after the levies were discharged. 

Note 18. 

It was my intention to have moved as early as pos- 
sible on the fourth of November, and by a forced 
march to have reached the Miami town that day; and 
to that end all the provisions, except for two days, 
which the men were to carry, the baggage and knap- 
sacks, were to have been left in a small redoubt that 
could have been constructed in a few hours, (the plan 
and situation of which had been settied with major 
Ferguson) under the guard of all those who* were not 
fit to undertake such a march. 
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U is said* (p^s ISl and %^ itfgAt Ironiiithe |»^ 
cautions wMfch wert taken, tlk)ugfa^the/arm]r iHi|^ b^ 
beaten, it could not be surprised;, biit what tfeose pre«- 
cautions were, though fully and satisd[actorily explained 
to the committee, to^ whom it was^erjf easy, as they 
had the plans upon paper befelre thetn, they ^ not ap>- 
pear in the narrative nor in the obsertrations. Ithif^ 
were the folfowing. When the army was in ihareh, it 
was preceded by a small party of riflemen, with tfte 
surveyor, to mark tiie course of the road; for we hgei 
no giiides^ not a single person being found in the coun- 
tty who had ever* been through it, and both the ga>- 
gi^phy and topography were utterly uidmoum; the 
march was, therefore, made upon a compass-course^ 
conjectural indeed, but which proved to be sufficiently 
correct, as it brought us into a large path leading to 
the Miami towns about twenty miles from them; from 
that party scouts were sent out to scour the coimtry 
every way; then followed the road cutters with a party 
to cover them; then the advanced guard, and after them 
the army in two columns, with one piece of artiUery^n 
front, one in the centre, and oi^ in Ac rear of ^each. 
In the space between the two columns, marched the 
remaining artillery destined for the fort at the Miami 
towns; then the horses with the tents and provisions, 
and then the cattle witfi their proper guard) who w&t 
to remove them in case of the ene*y appcjuring. Wltbt 
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out the cdomns^ at a di&boice of hboiit <me hundred 
f$std^ fioarchfid <he cavahy k file, and \^hout them, 
atliic same distance, a party of riflemen, and scouts 
ivikfaout them, then followed the rear guard at a proper 
distance., When oicamped, which was^ways in or- 
der of battle, guards from each battaUcHi were poste<i 
fihbm fifty to one luindred yards advanced in front and 
rear and on esKdx flm&, atid a chain bf sentries from 
theia <^iite round the encampment. Without them one 
hundned yards more advanced, w^^ otttlying piquets, 
aod anodifir Gfaaiii of senuies fr^om diem; and as soon 
aaf flhe tents were {dtcl^ smsXL patties w^re sent out 
]fi4dl diteetioos'to scour the coimtry round* The co** 
hunps i£ imnth Weisfonned ia this maimer: the right 
«]ng of Aie finit and of the secosR} line marched by the 
ri^t, the tight-hand file advancing straight itirward 
afilto Ihe piece of ardUery; and the succeedmg files 
wh6ding to the left on the ground the first file had left, 
ahds<> cm until diey were all in one column; and die 
left Wing of each line marched from tlie left wheeling 
toidde ri^t, as the others had wheeled to the left, until 
Ibese two wings were also all in column; and to reduce 
these columns again into the order of battle, on the 
Tinord ot signal to halt and form line of battle, the pie^ 
ces and the leading files halt, and the whole of tlKi 
ri^ column march obliquely to the left and place 
themsdves in a line widi the pieces and the leading 
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files on the right a»fi thie:pkpe$ iti^tlie'^fft^ej md tjiieb^ 
column at the same time p^ rfocn^ thessfti^ mno^q^lrxc^ 
only marching obliquely, to the right. 

. . It has been obsetvedy that the anny came . hie to 
their encampng {Jlace the. evenmgrbefore theactkmv 
in consequoice of which, the country xiround could not 
be so well examined as usual. Tlrc cause of their ar« 
riving so late was this: when the army arrived. In pro- 
per time, at the ploce i»4iere , the ^lartea? master ^ had 
msirked out the Qncanq>ment, it was mtch a situation 
as I could not approve of: a si^le t^wer.cf rain would 
have put it in such a condition ^^na -man could"^ have 
kept hb feet; a h^t was therefbie made, imtit mfore pro-, 
per ground, where there was water, could be f<mnd; and 
captain Butler, then acting as Mr. Hodgdo«i?s asfeistart, 
was, sentforward for that purpose; He returned withithe 
information, tliat he had gone fc^^ard a c^siderabk 
dist^pce and could find none. I was hot satisfied Avith 
that report, and despatched another person, Mr. Bun- 
tin, with orders to proceed farther than captain Butler 
had done. After he had been absent some time, I 
grew very uneasy ,^ and proposed to general Buder that 
he should go forward with me, that we might see with 
our own eyes, and we set out forthwith; and in about 
two roile^ met Mr. Buntin returning with the informa- 
tion tliat he, had found an excellent situation near a large 
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creek, about a mile and a half farther on. We rode on 
to view it, and being perfectly satisfied with it, orders 
were sent back to the troops to move on; they had then 
about four miles to march, which, with the time that 
had been lost, made it very near night before tliey got 
to the ground, and it became impos^ble to examine 
Ae country round so well as it ought to have been 
done* The troops were, however, under arms the next 
morning about two hours before day in order of battle, 
which was the constant pracdce, and had been just dis- 
missed and few of them even got to their tents, when 
the attack was made upon the advance of the militia, 
and tl^y were assembled again in a very few minutes. 
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Google 



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 



The lionourable WUliam Anderson, Chester, Pennsylvania 
Mr. Thomas Abrams, - - Philadelphia 

The honourable Stephen Archer, Belle Air, Maryland 



Miss Jane Aitken, 


- 


- 


Philadelphia 


Mr* Baniel Adgate, 


.- 


- 


do. 


James Ash, 


- 


- 


do. 


WiUiam AUibone 


• 


- 


do. 


A. AUice 


- 


Wilmington, Delaware 


William Atlec, 


Bucks county. 


Pennsylvania 




- 




Philadelphia 


John Ashby 


- 




do. 


Thomas S. Anners 


- 




do. 


Michael H* Anthony 


- 




do. 


WiUiam H. Abbot 


- 




do. 


Bobert Allison 


- 




do. 


Thomas Arbuklc 


9 




Georgetown^ 
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SUB8C»IBEBS' NAMES. 



The hon. Richard Brent 


Dumfries, Virginia 


Abijah Bajelow 


Leominster, Massachusetts 


WilUam Blackledge 


New Brunswick, N. Carolina 


Wffliam Buder 


Edgefield, S. Carolina 


Josiah Bardet 


New Hampshire 


J. A. Bayard 


Wilmington, Delaware 


Mr. James N. Barker 


Philadelphia. 


WiUiam Bell 


. . . do. 


Israel Bukius 


Morgan Town, Virginia 


Joshua Barley 


Philadelphia 


J. B. Bespham 


do. 


William Bell 


do. 


John R. Batzer 


do. 


Joseph Bennet 


do* 


Nathan Brenker 


- do. 


William Bayt 


- do. 


Mathew L. Bevan - 


do. 


George Billington - 


do. 


F. Briuel 


- do. 


Augustine Brusquet 


- do. 


Clement Biddle 


- do. 


Birch and Small 


do. 


Joseph Bell 


do. 


John Berryhill 


do. 


William Bell 


do. 


Charles Biddle 


do. 


Thomas Biddle 


do. 


Paul Beck, Junior 


do. • 
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simacBipEBs* xtAiap. 



Mn John Brown 
Andrew Bajrard, 
Charles Biddle, junior, 
Philip Benner 
Jeremiah Bell 
William Brown 
William Bethel 
John L. Baker 
John Bioren 
Caleb Burchall 
Charles Barrington 
George D. Blevin 
Henry Benbridge 
Charles BiUington 
Henry Berkman 
Samuel Bradford 
Craven B. Buding 



Philadelphia 
do« 
do* 
do« 
do* 
do. 
do* 
do* 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
George Town. 



The hon. Martin Challenden Jericho, Vermont 

Charles Cutts Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

Henry Clay - - Kentucky 

Epephroditus Champion - Connecticut 

Thomas B. Cook - Cattskill, New York 

Pierre V. Cortland, junior - do 

Mr. George Clarke - Grcencastle, Peimsylvania. 

James Cutbush - - Philadelphia 

John Cook - - do 

Curry and Miller - - do 

Turner Camack - . - d^ 
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Hr. R. Ai Caldeleugh 


FMaddphia 


James P. Cox 


do 


Benjamin Clarke 


do 


Joseph Clarke 


do 


Joseph Cooper, jtmior 


do. 


Jacob Clarke 


do 


Joseph Cooper 


. ^do 


Jacob Clermont 


do 


l!if athew Carey- 


do 


George Christine 


do 


George M. Coates 


do 


GodledCope 


. do 


Peter Christian 


. do 


John H. Curtis . 


do 


-William Clarke 


. . do 


William Crawford 


George Town, Columbia 


Richard R. Crawford 


4o 



B 



The lion. John Davei^port, junior 


Connecticut 


Mr. Roger Davis 




John Donaldson 


Philadelphia 


William Davidson 


do 


Edmund Davies 


do 


B. Down 


do 


John Dunlap 


do 


" George Davis 


do 


William Davis 


4o 


Thomas Dobson 


do 
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Mr. Saomtet Darch 


- 


pyteddphia 


John A. Doughton 


- 


do 


William J. Duane 


m 


do 


Thomas Dixey 


- 


do 


Abner Davis 


- 


do 


Edward Davis 


- 


do 


James Douglass 


- 


do 


C. Denenia 


- 


do 


- 


E 




The hon. William £ustice 




City of Washington 


William Edgar, 


junior 


New York 


Mr. Joshua R. Evans 


- 


Philadelphia 


Samuel W. Eiplen 


- 


do 


Lewis Eddy 




do 


Griffith Evans 


- 


do 


Joseph Esheric 


- 


do 


Jacob Erringer 


' 


do 


Peter Evans 


- 


do 


Edward Evans 


• 


do 


Baltes Emerick 


- 


do 


W. S. Evans, 


. 


do 


Thorny L- Evans 


- 


do 


Charles Evans Bockville, Mot 


itgomery county, Md. 



F 

The hon. William Findlcy Westmoreland, Pennsylvania 

Asa Fitch - Salem, New York 

Mn John S. Fisher - - Philadelphia 
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Bfr* John Fries - ' - 


Ploladelplua 


Charles Foulke 


do 


Anthony Fmley 


do 


Jacob Frick 


^ - do 


James C. Fisher 


do 


George Fox 


^ - do 


Joshua H. Fry- 


do 


Joseph H. Flemming 


Rising Sun 


G 




The hon. Chauncey Goodrich 


Hartford, Connecticut 


Philip Goodwyn 


Virginia 


Nicholas Getman 


Exeter, Nei/if Hampshire 


Andrew Gregg 


Armsburg, Pennsylvania 


Felix Grandy 




W. B. Giles 


Virgmia 


Thomas Gholson 


Brunswick do 


Thomas R. Gold 


New York 


Charles' Goldsborough 


Maryland 


BIr. Thomas Greeves 


Philadelphia 


Dr. P. J. Glentworth 


do 


Thomas L. Griffith 


do 


Mr. Joseph Grice 


* - do 


Stephen Girard 


- do 


James Glentworth 


* do 


John H. Gardey 


do 


Charles Govett 


do 


William G. Govett 


- do 


Joseph Gray, senior 


do 
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Mr. IWwtGray 


Philid<apMa 


Joseph Getty, junior 


• - do 


Jacob Gibbs 


do 


]|lobert Gittjr 


Georgetown 


H 




The hon. Outerbmy Horsey 


Wilmington, Delaware 


T. L. Halsey 


Providence, Rhode Island 


Joseph Howland 


New York 


Mr. Ebenezer H. Hillyard 


Philadelphia 


JRobert G. Harper 


Baltmvore 


Jacob Horn 


- Philadelphia 


Thomas Hale 


do 


Francis Higgins 


dp 


Thomas L. Hall 


dp 


B.B. Howel 


dp 


William Humes 


da 


Charles L. West 


do 


Levi Hollingsworth 


do 


Henry L. Helmuth 


. V do 


George Heberson 


. -do 


Hugh Henry 


• do 


Gavin Hamilton 


. do 


Joseph Hutto|i 


do 


Thomas Hope 


do 


Bernard Henry 


do 


Levi Hollingsworth 


do 


Pacal Hollingswpjrth. * 


do 


George Harrison 


- . do 


Joseph Head* - 


4# 
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Mr. James-Hickman - ' 

R. Hutchinson and M. W. Ash 
J. «. HaU 
George Halloway 
William Hall, junior 
William Hancock 
Alexander Hampton » - 
Joseph P. Horner 
Isaac Hozee - . . 

Joseph Hillier 
G. Hosmer 
J. Hechlin 
William E. Howel 
John L. Howel 
John E. Hoskins 
John Hay 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do * 
do 
do 
-do ' 

do 

do 
George Town 



The hon. Richard Jackson 
Mr. Ow^n Jones 

Wiiliam Jackson 
' Amos Jones 

Samuel Jolly 

Robert Imlay 

Jonathan Jenks 

David Ings 

Robert E. Jones 

C. P. Iddington 

Samuel L. Ines 



Providence, Rhode Island 

Philadelphia 

- do 

do 

■* do 

do 

do 

do 

• - do 

do 

do 
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K 



The hoiu Philip B. Key 
Mr. Edmund Kinney 
Michael Kepjde 
William R. King 
Joseph Kent 
F. Y. Krug 
Samuel Keith 
Abraham Kintzing 
Lambert Keating 
Edward Kirby 
Edmund Kinsey 
Henry Khul 
M.'B. Kuhl 
John Kurby 



Maryland 
Philadelphia 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Georgetown 



Xhe hon. Lyman Law New London, "Connecticut 

Robert le Roy Livingston New York 



Peter Little 

John Lambert 

Dt. Michael Leib 

Mr. Lowndes 

Joseph Lewis, jun. 
Mr, William Lawrence 
Doctor Logan 

Messrs. David an,d Charles Longstreth 
Mr.'Thomas M. Longstreth' 



Baltimore 

Amwell, New Jersey 

Philadelphia 

South Carolina 

Milton, Virginia 

New York 

near Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

do 
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flussGBiflns' Kiusnaa 



Mr* Samud N« Lewis 


Philadeli«iia 




do 


Joshua Longstreth 


do 


John Large 


do 


James I*arge 


do 


William Lapslcy 


- do 


Sohn Laval 


do 


WilUam Leedon 


do 


John Lisle 


- do 


William Levis 


do 


Samuel Longstreth 


do 


David Lewis 


do 


David Lennox 


•rf do 


William Lynch 


do 


John Lowe 


do 


John Alford Lane 


do 


William Leverit 


do 


J. J. Littleboy 


do 


John Lodon 


do 


Samuel Lowth 


do 


William Long 


do 


John R. Latimer 


do 


Thomas Johnson ^ 


Baltimore 


M 




The hon, James Munrog 


City of ^aahingUBi 


Thomas Moore 


, Vk^fiaiiR. 


George C. MaxwgU 


New-Jersey. 


James Milnor " • 


Philadeiphi* 
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Cidkmel Alexander Maccomb 


City 6f Washington 


Thomas M^Ewen 


Philadelphia 


Richard A. Hill Morris 


. do. 


James Musgrove 


- do. 


Math^w M*Comiel 


• do. 




m An.. 


1 The-hoiu Saniuel M*Kee ♦ 


• ^«l/» 


Jonathan O. Mosely 


. . 


A. M*Bryde 


Newbentf North Carolina 


Alexander M^Kim 


Baltimore 


William M*Coy 




Mr* George Morris 


Pbiladdphia 


William Morriscm 


- do. 


.John Mease 


do. 


Edward M*Dermot 


do. 


Thomas Miffen 


do. 


Samuel M^Lane 


do. 


Allan M'Lane 


Wilmington^ Delaware 


Richard Morris 


Philadelphia 


Morris and Brothers 


: do. 


A. Murray 


do. 


Charles M*Alister 


do. 


, Benjamin Morris 


do. 


Benjamin R. Morgan 


do. 


William Miller 


do. 


General M'Pherson 


do. 


S. MiUigan 


do. 


A. Mullenberg 


do. 


T. Morris 


do. 
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Mr. William Mm-ifoch 
William M usser 
Thomas Matlack 
Thomas Meyers 
Samuel M ^Ilhemiy 
James M'Alpin 
Jonathan Miller 
John M. Miller 
Lloyd Mifflin ^ " 
Joseph Magoffin 
John Ma^ffin 
Danief M^Kiowen 
Benjamin Makel 
James I. Morsel 



muladelphai 

do. 

■ do. 

do. 

do. 

do. '■ 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Georgetown 
do. 
' do. 



N 



'the hon. Thomas Newbold 


New Jersey 


Hugh Nelson 


Virginia 


Mr.Caleb Newbold 


' . Philadelphia 


J. G. Noyers 


- do. 


George Jfugent 


- do. 


John D. Nelson 


do. 


John Negus, jun. 


do. 


Thomas Nott 


do 


Jacob Newman 


do 


J. D. Norris 


do. 


Dade P. Noland - 


Leesburgh, Virginia 
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The hem. Stephen Onnsby 


Kentucky 


Mr. ThcMna* Orr 




Samuel Oneckman 


Philadelphia 


John Ormrod 


do. 


R. W. Ogden - ^ 


do. 


George H. Oat - 


do. 


WiUiaiu 0*Nealc 


City of Washington 



The h«n. John Pope 


Kentucky 


Timothy Pilkin 


Farmington, Connecticut 


George Poindexter 




James Pleasants 




William Piper 


Bedford, Pennsylvania 


Joseph Pearson 


Salisbury, North Carolina 


Colonel Z. M. Pike 


City of Washington 


Mr. Oliver Pollock 


do. 


Samuel Price 


- Philadelphia 


Abraham L. Pennock 


do. 


Robert Potts 


do. 


James P. Parke 


do. 


W. B. Poultney 


do. 


Jacob Peter 


do. 


Jacob Peterson 


do. 


Alexander Purvis 


do. 


T. Poulson 


do. 


Charles Perry 


do. 
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Mr. James Pleasants 


Philadelphia 


Daniel Pearson, jun. 


do. 


Joseph Price 


do. 


James Parie 


do. 


John W. Peter 


•. do. 


Jonathan Patterson 


do; 


John M. Price 


do. 


Peter Pollin 


do. 


Wiffiam Piatt 


Camden, New Jersey 



Q 



The honourable Josiah Quincey 



Boston 



Hie hon. James Read 


"■ * . 


Boston 


Philip Seed 


Rodiel, Maryland 


William Reese 


Marblehead, 


Massachuaetts 


, H. M. Ridgley 


Devon, Delawar^ 


Samuel Ringoeld 


- 


HagerstoMm 


Mr. John G. de la Roche 


#• 


Philadelphia 


Bkth S. Rober 


- 


do 


Doctor B. Hush . 


. • i» 


dp 


Samuel Robbins 


- 


do . 


John Reibsham 


. 


do 


Condy Raguet 


- 


do 


Robert Rirhie 


r 


do 


Mathew Randal 


-. 


do 


F. Renshaw 


- 


d* 
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Mr/Richard Roberts 
Daniel Rubicam 
Francis Richarton 
Thomas Roberts 
John Roberts 
Thomas S.- Roberts 
John Reynolds 
John Robbins 
G. Rugau 
Charles Rees 
Samuel Richards 
Alexander Rea 



Plulad^ll^a 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do ' 
do 



The hon, Philip Stuart 

Richatd Standford 
Adam Seybcrt 
John Smith 
Samuel Smidi 
George' Smith 
John Sevier 
General Steel 
Mr. J. M. Schenck 
James Stokes 
Daniel Sutter, jun« 
John S. Smith 
Thomas Stoney 
John Stoddert 



Maryland 
North Carolina 
- ' Philad^hia 

Winchester, Virginia 
- Baltimore 

Lycoming county, Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Custom-house 
- Ohio 

* Germantown 

Philadelphia 
do 
do 
- - do 

2 P 
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Mt* Ridiard Smith 

. William Sheepshanks 
:. Samuel Stelle 
Robert Smith 
iiEdward Smith 
r Jacob Sutger, jmi. 
John Clement Stocker- 
J Daniel S. Smith 
George Simpson 
Paul Seaman 
Joseph Siddal . • 

Edward Sharp 
Henry Sergeant 
William Senk 
Joseph W. Sutter 
. , John Simons 
Thomas F. Stiles, 
Chiles Stewart 
David Simpsof^ 
Bl^tih. Shober 
John Suchlcy 
Samuel Selby, jun. 
William Smith 
James Shadacker 
Samuel Simes 
. Joseph H. Smith 
James S. Skerret 
Charles Selweiner 
Amoi Stoddart 



. . Phttadclphift 
do 

- do 
* : do 

;> do 

; ;.. . do 

- 1. 4o 
4o 

- . . do 

*■.:-.. do 

do 
: do 
do 
do 
do 

- . do - 

T. do 

do 
" ' . 1 do 
-. : do 

do 
do 
do ' 

- . do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
Washington City- 
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The hon. Samuel Taggait 


* * 




C. Tait 


City' of Washington 


John Taliaferro 


Fredericksburgh, 


Virginia 


Charles Turner, jun. 


Massachusetts 


John Tayloe, Esq. 


1 
City of Washington 


Mr. Edward Tiffen 


.. ' do 




Moses Thomas 


Philadelphia 


J. B. Thomson 


- * ' 


do 


Robert Taylor 


- 


do 


Thomsis Traquair 


* 


do 


George Taylor, jun. 


- 


do 


Thomas Tomkins 


- 


do 


Lewis Taylor 


- 


do 


James Tucker 


- 


do 


James Taggert 


- 


do 


Amos Taylor 




do 


Richard Tybout 


- 


do 


Charles Thomson, Esq. 


- 


do 



Mr. Robert Vaux 
John Vaughan 
Henry Voight, jun. 
William Vicary 



Philadelphia 
do. 
do 
do 
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W 



Jhe hon. Leonard White 


Morgantown, Virginia 


Thomas Wilson 


do do 


Mr- Richard Wist^, jun. 


Philadelphia 


John Wilson - 


, f do 


Bartholomew W. Wistar 


r do 


Jolm H. War4er - 


do 


Joseph Watson 


• r 4o 


EmanHel Walker - 


• do 


Charles C. Watson 


do 


Silas Wier 


1 do 


^ohn Wistar 


4o 


Thomas G. Willis 


^ do 


;rohn M. Wdlace 


do 


John Wharton - 


f. /Jo 


William Wain 


T : do 


Robert Wahi 


do 


William Willing 


do 


Robert Wharton 


4o 


I. G. Wardsmuth r , 


... - 4o 


Alexander Williams 


do 


C. P. Wayne 


do 


James Williams '- 


do 


Benjamin Woolston 


do 


Isaac Wilson 


.: - '/' ^^ 


Joseph Wildis 


.' " \ J^ 


^amuel Wheeler, jun. 


■'•;'"•. ^ ;';^;4o 


William Wiley - 


- do 


JohnW. Wheelwright 


do • 


P^t^r Wager 


^0 
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ERRATA. 

Fige 9, lin« 11 for confined read confided. 

10, 20ybr ravilin refl(/ravdlin. 

55^ 2 /or has real/ had. 

82, 5 for uniformity read conibrmity; 

99, 20 remote the inverted commas from the noordyj^X. 
and place them after the vtord campaign. 
147, 5 for my read any. 

147, 'i'Sfor forage read herbage. 

235, 19 for alterior read ulterior. 

244, 25 for so read as. 

^^, 21 for conciliatory read consolatory. ^ 
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SUBSCAIBEBS' NAMES. 
Y 



Mr. Peter York 
William Young 



Philadelphia 
Rockland, Delaware 



Mr. John Zimmerman 



Philadelphia 



The following Names were mispelled in the foregoing lisU 



Mr. Joshua Bardet 


Philadelphia 


J. B. Bispham 


do 


Nathan Brinker 


*. * .do 


William Boyet - ( 


do 


Augustine Bousquet 


do 


George D. Blering 


do 


Craven B. Beeding 


Georgetown 


The hon. Martin Chittenden 


Jericho, ^Vermont 


William Eustis 


City of Washington 


Nicholas Oilman 


Exeter, Vermont 


Felix Grundy 
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ADDITIONAL UST 

OF SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 



Fraircis Johnston, Elsq. 






PhiladeJ^a 


Daniel Add'is 


- 




do 


John.L. Leib 


- 




do 


Richard Renshaw. 


- 




do 


John Shaw 


- 




do 


H. Toland, ]un« 


(six 


copies) 


do 


H. Atherton 


- 




do 


Saimiel Ewing 


•» 




do 


Adai)i Traquair _ 


- 




do 


N. Pryor, jun* 


m 




do 


John Barker 


(two 


copies) 


do 


Thomas Waterman 


- 




do 


Rees. Brooke 


• 




do 


WilUam Johnson . 


- 




do 


J. Ramage 


• 




> do 


Peter Ozeaa 


- 




dp 


Lewb R. Brown . 


» 




do 


Samuel B. Shaw 


- 




do , 


Richard Croskey 


- 




M do 


John Hart 


• 




do 



2R. 
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Richard Tybout 

John Sergeant . ^ do 

E. S. Sergeant - ^ , do 

John Hallowell . do 

Ch. Chauncey . ^ *» . do 

Waiiam Milnor, jun» . ^ do 

James S. Smith . . do 

Anthony Gale . . do 

Zategman Pfollipsf . ^ - , do ' 

Thomas MitcheU , , do 

Thomas Bradford, jun. • . do • 

B. Newcomb, jun. » d6 - 
Thfemas AUibone ^ } , , '/ do - 
J. C Kelsey . *^ , iio * 
Robert Frazer ^ . - , - ^ ' 
JosV^eed ^ . ^ , db - 
Richard Peters, jun. - r ^•'' 
Josl^a Sullivan , . do 

J. R/Ingersol « ,* ^ 

JosVHopkinscm . * ^ do ' 

Wiffiam Meredith . - . do. 

C, W, Hare . ; , ;d^ - 
Sanmel H. Jacobs^ . - - - do 
Wfliiam Smith - - . ' 4b ^ 
^ot\ Binney (two copies) ^ ^ 
JohnC.,Lo\#)er -, - . do ' 
James Gibson ^ - , » do 
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Ji*aRWaUace 


m 9 


Philaddpkia 


G. Reinholdt 


. 


do 


Jotm Thum 


- 


do 


W- Rawle 


- 


do 


I. Ingersdl 


- 


do 


William H. Todd 


'.. 


do 


Jas* Montgomery 


- 


do 


John Read 


m *' 


do 


Moses Levy 


- 


. do 


Hon. Henry H. Breckenridge (two 


copies) . do 


William Tilghman 


- 


do 


Jacob Peterson 


- 


do 


I. Randall 


-' 


do 


Anth, Fannen 


• • 


do 


William Rogers 


- 


do 


Levi HoUingsworth 


- 


do 


WilKjvn Weaver 


• ^ 


do 


James £• Smith 


' 


do 


Samuel Wheeler 


• 


do 


William M^CoUin 


. 


do 


Wm. Jones 


- 


do 


John Porter, jun. 


» * 


do 


John G. Gapp 


- 


do 


Benjamin Tilghman 


- 


do 


I. Yeates 


- 


Lancastw 


Joseph M^CIettan 


. 


Westchester 


Isaac Darlington 


• 


do 
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StTBSJCRIfflSftS* VAMES 
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Jabez Hooijes 


• 


WestCawsto- 


John Duer, jun. 


' 


do 


Joseph Pearce 




\ do 


Daniel Hiester 




do 


Jphn Watson 




do 


Robert Sproid 




do 


Dennis Whekn 




do 


William HemphiU 




do 


Jesse John 




do 


Joseph Chamberlain 




do 


William Newlen 




do 


Joshua W^ver 




do 


John Babb 




do 


ZibaPyle 




do 


Thomas Evans 




do 


Benjamin Miller 




do 


William Sharpies 




do 


Titus Taylor 




Westown 


Robert M^Neley 




Londongrove 


Isaac D, Barnard 




Chester 


Isaac G. Gilpin 




Binamgham 


Joseph Webb 


• 


Downingstowu 


John Jacobs 




East Whkeland 


Robert May 




Coventty 


Abraham Baily 


- ' 


Msu-dietta 


George Entriken 




West Bradfor^d 



f 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



u 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Jabez Hoi 
John Dti^ 
Joseph i^« 
Danid Hi 
John Wat: 
Robert Sf 
Dennis V% 
WilliaTTi I 
Jesse Johc 
Joseph Cfl 

Joshua W 
John Babl 
Ziba Pyle 
Thomas i 
Benjamin 
William S 
Titus Tay 
Robert M' 
Isaac D, I 
Isaac G, C 
Joseph W 
John Jacol 
Robert Mi 
Abraham ^ 
George Ei 



"^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



'...lb b - :J^0 



Digitiid by Google 



